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Introduction
The primary source document chosen is the Weekly Irish Times front page of May 1916, titled “Sinn Fein Rebellion in Ireland”. A widely used newspaper taking what seems to be a loyalist ‘side’ during a brutal political, social and economic period for the whole of Ireland.  The reason for choosing a newspaper article is to understand further the impacts of media biases and the importance of news and media impartiality. The headline, “Sinn Fein Rebellion in Ireland” indicates a strong political trajectory without further reading necessary. What happens when news literacy is not taught or enforced, and the credibility of a media outlet goes unchecked? 
This document analysis aims to discuss the following, a brief background of the events that took place leading to the article, the contents of the article including the 13 individuals pictured, a comparison of other Irish media outlets released at the same time, the aftermath of the release of this paper focusing particularly on the arrest of the Sinn Feiners and its leader Arthur Griffiths and finally the conclusion. 
To accurately understand the events surrounding the release of this weekly Irish Times headline and its contents, this report will rely heavily on the works of historian Jeremy Smith’s “Making the Peace in Ireland” alongside Bob Rowthorn and Naomi Wayne’s “Northern Ireland the Political Economy of Conflict”. Although not primary sources, both peer-reviewed literature will help establish a historical overview of the Irish political, social and economic problems of the early 20th century. 
Background
This extract was taken from the Weekly Irish Times, which branched off from The Irish Times as a Saturday-only publisher that would, as pictured, display photographs and news headlines on the first page. This, although a norm now, was not in the early 20th century which differentiated the Weekly Irish Times heavily from its competitors (Brown et al., 2016). Although today it is regarded as a centre-left media outlet favouring Irish republicanism, this has not always been the case for the Irish Times papers. The Irish Times was born in the late 19th century in Dublin to Major Lawrence Knox, an ex-British army officer, as an Irish Nationalist paper, but this soon changed following the death of Knox two decades later. The paper and its rights were sold to the Arnott family, leading to the political shift from nationalist to loyalist. The Irish Times became a public company in the year 1900 but continued with the Arnott Family as majority shareholders until the 1960s, underlining the strong loyalist opinion of the newspaper (The Irish Times, n.d.). The Irish Times is, to this day, one of the largest and longest-run newspapers in Ireland that is wholly Irish. 
During World War I, the British state introduced the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) to censor the British public through media control. It was designed to keep morale high to ensure the British would emerge victorious throughout the First World War (The Gazette, 2014), but had its hold on the Irish people following the Easter Rising. It is interesting that although there was media censorship, the Weekly Irish Times could publish a paper that associated the newspaper with a strong political view that was arguably anti-Sinn Fein. Although this might have benefitted the British side of the turmoil it undoubtedly goes against the premise of the DORA and would certainly cause a mix of emotions towards either the Sinn Fein’s and their loyalist, republicans or the British troops. The effects of this will be analysed more closely during the ‘aftermath’ section of the report. 
In short, historian Jeremy Smith regarded that the Easter Rising was led by a small group of radical republicans, revolutionary socialists and Gaelic revivalists that were led by Patrick Pearse. The ambitious republican group had seized control of the centre of Dublin, declaring themselves the provisional Government of an all-Ireland Republic. Jeremy Smith explains further that the republicans were inspired by the Ulster Loyalists who showed that British defiance would only prove successful with a gun. They wanted to shake the Irish and wake them up, as by this time republicanism was not at an all-time high and most people were waiting for the implementation of Home Rule in Ireland (Smith, 2002 p 39). The Irish Times was situated in the middle of the riots therefore the publication of this article was postponed from its usual Saturday edition to almost three weeks later, due to the uprising. 
Contents
The big and bold “Sinn Fein Rebellion in Ireland” title instantly reflects the large unionist point of view. Although the report focuses on the front page, it is important to note that the summary indicates a twelve-page guide to the Easter Rising. This starts from the fighting in Dublin, The Rebels Proclamation of an Irish Republic with the full text, followed by Women’s work in the Rebellion, Deaths and much more. It was determined to widely cover the Easter Rising through the lenses of loyalist protestants, any impartiality has been lost. Throughout the article, language indicates that Sinn Fein’s complicity is rampant. A few examples of this are ‘…cold-blooded murder by Sinn Feiners…’, ‘…a body of Sinn Feiners, who poured volleys of rifle shots into the ranks of the defenceless…’ ‘The Sinn Feiners had been driven to a wall, and were fighting with desperation.’. This arguably suggests that there is no room for ambiguity. The language used here is so definitive, solidifying their libel that Sinn Fein are the perpetrators. The lack of remorse for the executions, the little to no questioning of the British regime and the gruesome response to the uprising are outstandingly loyal. There is a sense of deserving to the executions, a sense of relief that the rebels have been ‘dealt with’. The idea that Ireland would be safer under British occupation. 
Beneath the bold title, the thirteen members of the rising cannot escape the eye. At the time of printing nine out of the thirteen had been executed already and the rest would ultimately face the same fate. Thomas J. Clarke, the third pictured in the article, was indeed a member of Sinn Fein at one time but it is recorded that Clarke deemed Sinn Fein to be ‘all right as far as it goes, but it doesn’t go far enough’ (Quinn, 2021). Clarke himself may not be enough to discredit the idea that Sinn Fein played no role in the Easter Rising as a movement, it does already indicate a very different ideology with the likes of Sinn Fein and the rebels of Easter Rising. Roger Casement, Patrick Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh, John McBride, Edward Daly, Joseph Plunkett, Cornelius Colbert, O’Rahilly and James Conolly, all pictured above, had no allegiance to Sinn Fein. They mostly declared themselves the Irish Republican Brotherhood, so the question is why was this not appropriately declared instead of attempting to bloody the name of Sinn Fein? It seems that the Irish Parliamentary Party’s Home Rule ideology may have given them the immunity and security that Sinn Fein lacked. Sinn Fein had no interest in becoming another colony of the British Empire, something that was an obvious sentiment amongst the rebels of Easter Rising. Therefore, without making the necessary judgment, it would be and was easy to conflate Sinn Fein and the creators of the rebellion. 
Comparison
There were four main news outlets in Ireland at this time, these were the Freeman’s Journal, the Irish Independent, The Irish Times and the Daily Express (Larkin, 2016). The first two shared slight nationalist ideologies whilst the Daily Express and The Irish Times were largely loyalist newspapers. For this report and due to the limitations of the word count, the Freeman’s Journal will be the focus and comparison. The Freeman’s Journal was arguably the most vocal of the four newspapers to the British retaliation. Although the headquarters of the Freeman’s Journal was destroyed during the rising, The Irish Times remained unscathed and was more ready to point fingers after the rising than the Freeman’s Journal. The Freeman’s Journal reported on the rising for the first time on the 5th of May, a delay no doubt due to the chaos of their building and the relocating. The first article, it is reported, to be a lot less finger-pointing than The Irish Times and took a more neutral and remorseful stance to the shooting and looting that took place on Easter Rising. It is said to have released notions such as ‘stunning horror of the past ten days’ (Larkin, 2016). This is a major difference between The Irish Times’ ‘cold-blooded murder’ and Sinn Fein accusations. 
The second publication shows a much more republican view following the events of the British execution of the rebellion leaders, mass incarceration of some who partook and some who did not and the general behaviour towards Irish citizens. Along with the general public’s mood shift towards anti-establishment once again and a growing sympathy towards the executed, the Freeman’s Journal followed. It is reported to have used phrases such as ‘military dictatorship’ (Larkin, 2016) when discussing the reaction of the British military which was arguably a form of protest. This does come as a surprise for such wording directed at the British government in the era of media censorship. The DORA, as mentioned, was ultimately designed to prevent or punish papers such as this from releasing. Therefore, defiance such as this can be used as a tool of anger from its readers to the state, a way of forming and targeting the anger and resentment that was slowly making its way through to the everyday people of Ireland. The citizens of Ireland, particularly people in Dublin had by this time been opening up to a free state following the treatment of people with no relationship or involvement to the rebellion, mass arrests and long prison sentences.  The lives of the innocent were alienated and pushed by the British who felt they had no other option than a free Ireland (Smith, 2002 p 40). Media censorship could not change the real-life treatment of the Irish. 
Aftermath
Although having no role in the Easter Riots, Arthur Griffith, the founder and leader of Sinn Fein was arrested and incarcerated at the Reading Gaol. Griffith would go on to be arrested another two times for the crime that was journalling against the British state in the 20th century (Britannica, n.d.). Before the release of the article and to the riots themselves, as previously mentioned the Irish Nationalist identity was falling asleep. Arthur Griffith himself was losing momentum and respect within Sinn Fein, arguably as he was not militant enough for some of the radical revolutionaries. Although he played no role in the riots, Griffith was a staunch supporter and would later benefit from this. Jeremy Smith explains that the resurgence of the Irish Nationalist identity can be credited to the brutal ‘punishment’ force of the British regime that created a sense of sympathy for the rebels, gaining Sinn Fein momentum and a string of election wins (Smith, 2002 p 40). Had Griffiths not been imprisoned, would his favourability amongst the Irish be as high as it was? It is clear now that although Sinn Fein did not lead the rebellion, they benefitted from the smear campaign. 
The executions were no longer a distant memory, but heroes to the Irish people. Their legacy set the path for Irish independence closer to what is the Republic of Ireland today. They were now symbols of resistance against the imperial brutal British regime. This is argued that would be unlikely the case if the British had not reacted in the way that they had, it could have all faded out of the minds of the Irish people and Home Rule might have been easier to implement. 
The surge in popularity for Sinn Fein would arguably influence the trajectory of the other republican political parties in Ireland. The general public would stand to be alienated and treated as second-class citizens no longer, and if other political parties such as the Irish Nationalist Party wanted to keep up and remain rooted within the Irish community, they would have to leave the idea of Home Rule behind. 
Conclusion
To conclude, media censorship and media bias although not mutually exclusive, play a large role in the problems of any nation particularly Ireland’s. Although incarceration under false pretences is not on anybody’s wish list, it is hard to deny Arthur Griffith’s and the rest of the Sinn Fein’s popularity amongst strong radical republicans soared during this time. The aim of this document analysis was not to justify the Easter Rising but to understand the media censorship during this time. Thanks to the DORA, it is certain that media bias played an enormous role in Irish history. Although the Freeman’s Journal found a way to broadcast its alternative nationalist view to The Irish Times, it is apparent that The Irish Times and its loyalist competitors would have a hand in the collaboration of Sinn Fein and the Easter Rising. From its bold damming title to its ‘cold-blooded’ context, The Irish Times had Sinn Fein under its reigns and would not let go.
The innocent lives taken during, before and after the Easter Rising are utterly condemnable and the realities of war affected those uninvolved the most. This is something that The Irish Times arguably got wrong; the British reaction would have a larger impact than the rebels altogether and Sinn Fein would result almost victorious thanks to its libel.
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