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ECAD4002C - Yr Iaith ar Daith – Part 2


For this assignment I have been given the task to read a welsh story to my class during my Professional Teaching experience (PTE). I was assigned to both the Nursery; ages three to four and Year 6; ages ten to eleven classes. I read the story ‘Picnic Tedi Twt’ to the Nursery class in small groups across the course of a week, I made small changes to the way I read to each group based on their ability levels, considering what they could work out for themselves, their level of welsh and pronunciation. The aim for my final reading was for the pupils to engage with the reading of Tedi Twt through hands on story-telling, when using real life objects and to fully understanding the concept behind the words of the story to then repeat back to me. I related this personal aim to the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) skills; “make meaning from pictures in books” (Welsh Government, 2014) and the Foundation Phase Framework skill “experience a range of stimuli including: simple rhymes, nursery rhymes, songs, stories and poetry” (Welsh Government, 2015).






https://youtu.be/RMVazS9ZIJA


Prior to recording the story reading, I felt excited and confident with how I presented the whole activity and felt fully prepared for the reading and any contingencies that needed to be planned for. 
The use of real-life food I had bought as well as the basket that was given to me by the teachers to use, further boosted my confidence due to the hands-on experience that the pupils will have during the story reading. Due to this being the first time I have used the real items and have a more realistic setting for them I felt slightly nervous, but, that was buried away through all of the positive feedback and comforting remarks from the Teacher and the Teaching Assistants (TA’s) during the week. Having that hands-on experience is vital to the development of young pupils both physically and educationally; pupils use constant movement to improve their fine and gross motor skills. This us supported when Welsh Government (2013) state “as children’s small muscles (including eye muscles) mature, hand-eye coordination will develop”. This approach links with the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area of learning within the Foundation Phase Framework skill that states that the pupils will be able to “experiment with different everyday objects and use their senses to sort them into groups according to simple features” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2013), as shown in the video of healthy and not healthy and colours.

Secondly, the interaction with both the real basket and food items was fantastic. It allowed me to fully engage with the pupils who were in the group. The method of teaching the story worked very well as I found that getting the children to sit down nicely and the way in which I chose them regarding their behaviour and contribution to the task worked very well also. I adopted the approach through my background knowledge of Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning, which addresses how positive reinforcement encourages positive actions, stating that “behavior that is followed by pleasant consequences is likely to be repeated, and behavior followed by unpleasant consequences is less likely to be repeated” (McLeod, 2018). 
Furthermore, I worked with a small group of children to ensure that I was able to support each member of the group, asking them to pronounce the words correctly when repeating them back to me. This gave me the opportunity to listen to their responses while ensuring that they understood the words, what it meant and how it fitted into the story. Previously, I read the same story to a different group of children in which I worked well when communicating with one of the pupils who has additional learning needs, that has not developed their language skills. Due to the child’s development words are difficult to communicate. However, the child’s understanding and enthusiasm was present in abundance during the activity. I was able to assess his knowledge of the colours by asking him to point to an object in the room that was the same colour as the item I was holding. The assessment for learning strategy ‘thumbs up, thumbs down’ was beneficial when working with this pupil when asking if it was healthy or unhealthy. The child was able to show both thumbs up for healthy and thumbs down for unhealthy, which he did accurately for a number of the items.
Moreover, the aspect of the lesson I found disappointing was the slight lack of understanding from the pupils to the translation. It seemed that the pupils responded to the pictures more than focussing on the word. While asking them to repeat the words back to me they were fine, but then when I asked them what the item was in Welsh it required me to prompt the word for them to repeat. I felt that I could easily rectify this through repetition and consultation with my teacher to see what method she uses for her pronunciation of basic welsh vocabulary. I felt it was important to consult with my class teacher as I can use their title as the more knowledgeable other to use their “better understanding or a higher ability level than the learner, with respect to a particular task, process, or concept” (McLeod, 2018).

Additionally, the aspects of the lesson I will keep the same if I undergo this activity again is the story will be kept the same. Reading the story to the pupils allows them to familiarise themselves with the items through the pattern and rhythm of storytelling, which follows the Welsh Language development skill, “joining in with simple rhymes and stories” (Welsh Government, 2015), found in the ‘Foundation Phase Framework’. Another aspect of the lesson I will keep the same is the use of real food. Even though children of a Nursery age are so intuitive, inquisitive and are imaginative enough to use toy items. I feel the use of real food helps the pupils understand and get a grasp of everyday life. The change I would make to this would be that I may teach them slightly more about the products themselves. Where do they came from? who grows/produces them? And why we need them? This will guide the pupils to become more ‘ethical, informed citizens’ who “are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past” (Donaldson, 2015), through learning about their local environment such as Wales and any impacts locally sourced foods have on the country.
On the other hand, a lack of enthusiasm was a major problem I felt for myself. Throughout the video I may sound enthusiastic, however, my face is blunt and seems unimpressed. This may have been an off-putting aspect from a pupil’s point of view, especially at this young age. To change this for the next experience I would need to have a much more upbeat voice and way of speaking and ensure that I as a teacher am the most enthusiastic person in the room, physically and visually. Not to be afraid of exaggerating my movements or passion about the topic and the answers the pupils gave to me. Another problem I needed to overcome was my time management. The pupils focus started to drift from my story to the other pupils in the classroom who were playing and making noise. I need to ensure for next time that I minimize the distractions in the room and condense the whole story down, reducing the number of tasks I wanted from them as a group. 

To conclude, the solutions that I intend to implement the next time I undertake this task is to discuss with the class teacher what she thinks I should do to reinforce the words to the pupils for them to understand them fully. From this small consultation I will have an idea of different ways that I can further develop the pupils in the group, due to her better understanding of the way the pupils learn. I would also like to include a song if possible, where I can fully engage all the pupils in the group with a memorable tune which will hopefully improve their understanding and pronunciation of the words in the story.
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