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Introduction

In this dissertation I am going to talk about the representation of witches in children’s literature throughout history, from the fairy tales by Brothers Grimm to J.K. Rowling’s most famous wizard in Harry Potter. I am going to look into their historical representation in the 16th century witch-hunt and what roles they played in history. Then I will focus on the representation of the witches in Brothers Grimm’s fairy tales and how the evil witches battled with good characters. I will also look at the Harry Potter series and before that how the witches’ character changed between the periods of witch-hunting, how they did appear in the magical worlds of Brothers Grimm to Roald Dahl’s Witches and Harry Potter’s wizard world. I am also going to look into children’s literature and try to understand the changes of this literature throughout history with a focus on keywords such as ‘childhood’, ‘witches’, and ‘the narrative’. I will look up key thinkers such as Bruno Bettelheim, Peter Hollindale, and Jack Zipes who will help me understand about the subject. 

Childhood
[image: ]It is often claimed that the Romanticism was a key point of the beginning of the children’s literature since the beginning of the 19th century. As Myers states “the Romantic child is our foundational fiction” (Plotz, 2001:45).
We want to recognize and understand what we know about children’s literature, and what exactly do we mean by ‘children’ and ‘literature’? (Hollindale, 1997)
Childhood memories, Robert Champagne                  



In most children’s literature it is about how the good fights with evil. In children’s literature, it is common that the ‘good’ characters are admired, but it is interesting to consider the evil characters such as witches. For countless centuries, images of the witches have appeared in many different ways in children’s literature throughout history such as hag-faced, wart-nosed, riding brooms, wicked and evil with pointy hats. In the early days of children’s literature, the fear and the figure of witches were very much alive in children’s fairy tales. They were ugly and wicked with extraordinary powers and they had to be executed just like at the witch-hunt period. These stories have always been influenced by history and the debates of their origin in the 18th century (Thacker, Webb, 2005). Debates around what a child should read and should not, despite what the children want to read made continuous conflicts and concerns of the publishers (Thacker, Webb, 2005). It is also important to mention and consider the question that the fear of witches in children’s literature did it influence the childs childhood and should they or should they not experience this fear (Bettelheim, 1976). To enlighten this, C.S. Lewis observes that “…while the tales may indeed occasion fear they do not cause fear. What the tales do teach children is the courage that ward against such fear” (Bettelheim, 1976:71).  
Children now can use many available different forms of text which also includes sound, gesture, movement, print and image. During these forms have changed the way how children reads and as well changed the way how they think and how they deconstruct the meaning of the stories (Styles, Bearne, 2003). 
In some children’s stories, not only the witches were evil, but witches represented the female villains such as the wicked queen in Snow White or the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Wonderland. These figures were powerful and unattractive just like witches were described. These evil female characters were bad mothers or wicked stepmothers where the witch was a symbolical name because they were represented as monstrous females which has always been relation to mothering (Creed, 1993). 
As the fear of witchcraft decreased and religion started to pay less of a role in the public life by the time witches became fewer real figures and less wicked in literature too. Witches changed by the time they became fierce and powerful, and even beautiful female characters and the ultimate fantasy in children’s literature to experience their great magical adventure. For example, in adult/teen fictions the story tends to be more complex and the characters are mysterious where is plenty to explore.  The magical world of Harry Potter made some drastic changes about stories of witches and wizards, but also the characters and the representation of the evil witch hasn’t changed much in the last few hundred years.

Witches

Witches appear in many different forms during history, but the real history of witches can sometimes be brutal and dark. In the 15-16th century, people that were practicing witchcraft were pagan’s doing the Devil’s work. However, the majority of these people were simply healers using herbs and natural elements, but this was misunderstood back in these centuries (history.com, 2017). 
Witchcraft must be defined in two, states Toivo in her publication Witchcraft and Gender in Early Society, the first is evil black magic, and the witches were threat to society and obsessed with the devil. On the other hand, as stated above magic had useful side, which they looked at it as a power, but using it for good.  These women were called the wise women they knew more about nature, berries, plants, and herbs how to heal people with these natural sources if they were in pain (Toivo, 2008). In most tales such as Snow White and Sleeping Beauty we can explore that witches can perform both white and black magic, present to be ugly and beautiful. In Snow White the Evil Queen is becoming more and more obsessed with who is the fairest in the land and her jealousy towards Snow White increases, her character turns into more arrogant and her character uglier. Every time when she tries to kill Snow White, she disguises herself as an ugly old hag who has evil plans which makes us consider that witches are all ugly and deceitful.  However, in Sleeping Beauty, all fairies have magical power and they are beautiful and using their magic only for good. This makes us consider that the evil character must have the opposite physical look than the beautiful and good (Baker, 2003). 
When these people were accused with witchcraft, most of them confessed under torture and they were common executed by burning or hanging. In the 1500 and 1600’s about 80.000 witches were killed in Europe and 80% of these women died in Germany had the highest rate of witchcraft execution (history.com, 2019).  Everyone feared of witches and even they knew the half of the accusations might be malicious and untrue or the symptoms were easily faked. Symptoms such as like moles, pimples, lumps, birthmarks, and any suspicious marks that looked different from normal was considered as the Devil’s mark. In Gaskill’s Witchfinders stated “Fear of specific individuals was palpable, stemming from a widespread belief in the reality of witchcraft” (Gaskill:32, 2006).   
Most ‘famous’ witch hysteria took place in Salem, Massachusetts in 1692. Salem witch trials started with young girls accusing many of their neighbours of witchcraft and following that about 150 people were accused and 19 hanged, one was tortured to death (Brooks, historyofmassachusetts.org, 2015). The history of witches goes back as far such as the 7th century to Hecate goddess of Greek mythology associated with witchcraft, ghosts, and necromancy (Bergman, 2015) following up in 1150, Morgan le Fay in the Arthurian Legends. Referred to literature, Macbeth’s trio of witches, The Weird Sisters (1611) with ‘hagged-face’, ‘chappy fingers’ described by Shakespeare. The most popular look remained in the Brothers Grimm fairy tales they remind us of [image: ]those horrible witch trials (Bergman, 2015).
[bookmark: _GoBack]After Grimm’s fairy tale witches, in 1900 the breakthrough with L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz changed everything we thought of witches before.  Baum claimed in his introduction that he intended to leave behind the classic ‘old-time fairy tales’ which one was no longer relevant to the 20th century children’s literature (Thacker, Webb, 2005). The story is full of witches, more than one, good and evil, ugly and beautiful and a girl who happened to be in the great fantasy world of munchkins and wonderful new friends. It became the first modern fairy tale with fantasy characters with good witches and wizards and turned to be an enormously popular piece of children’s literature (Bauer, 2019).  Witches started to grow into children’s literature more and more such as Mary Norton’s fantastic classic children’s novel Bedknob and Broomstick (1957) about a magical bed and three adventures kids with their aunt Miss Price, and Roald Dahl’s Witches (1983), when a young boy takes on horrible witches.  The Wizard of Oz, Margaret Hamilton and Judy Garland, 1939

In folk tales and children novels, witches look like and behave the same how they described them during the witch-hunt. Tales and stories from the witch-hunt period also created modern literature with good witches who represents a magical female character and proves that good witches were existed during witch-hunt.  

Narrative
In my third keyword, I would like to particularly focus on J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. In the world of witches, possibly no one else could redeem the term witch more than J.K. Rowling. In Harry Potter ‘witch’ is free from evil or negative historical implications, calling the male counterparts ‘wizard’. The Harry Potter series of J.K. Rowling has become very famous in the past 20 years in literature. Wizards/witches and Muggles (non-wizards/ordinary people) live together in one world but the wizarding world is hidden from the Muggles and its existence is unknown. One of the most important places and where most of the story is happening Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry where they teach students in different courses and educate them of witchcraft. Harry Potter follows the same good and evil natural concept like in most of the children’s novels. The good Harry Potter is dealing with the evil wizard Lord Voldemort and basically this is what the entire narrative is built around throughout the following seven books. Harry’s friends Ron and Hermione are ‘ordinary’ people/witches and both are loving and caring individuals such as other important characters with powerful strength, witches and wizards such as Prof. Albus Dumbledore, Ron’s parents and Sirius Black, Harry’s godfather and Hagrid. In tales and through history witches described and portrayed as arrogant and powerful, selfish creations and it is no different in Harry Potter. The books divide witches and wizards into good and evil. Draco Malfoy and his family with their pale white and pointed face, with pale grey eyes are arrogant and violent. Like other witches and wizards such as the death eater “Bellatrix Lestrange’s face, making it gaunt and skull-like” (Rowling:721, 2000) who is described as a complete psychopath. 
Harry endears himself to us because he is a brave and lovable character whose life is tough, but also very exciting (Thompson, 2001). He never reaches the end of the novel without facing Lord Voldemort’s and his allies’ difficult tasks. He is the hero that Bettelheim represents as “fairy tale hero with whom we can identify” (Thompson:42, 2001). Harry is the hero of all the books a slight and modest boy who is not extraordinary and wearing broken glasses living in a cupboard under the stairs in his aunt’s house. Despite all of this he has this supernatural talent and defeating evil wizards is making him the postmodern Arthurian knight (Zipes, 2001). 
In the Harry Potter texts, we found from ghosts to wizards, the most famous sport of wizards and witches the broom riding quidditch and fantastic plot lines such as unicorn blood drinking wizards or how characters are casting spell. The boys have great adventures all the time and the girls love studying. Ironically, the series have encouraged more boys to read, not like in the books where Ron and Harry don’t really like studying or reading (Thompson, 2001). Despite that they don’t like studying they somehow always make it through their exams, and they do pass with good marks. Not like Hermione who loves studying and show off her good marks and she was the only person who was said when the exams were cancelled in the Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. It seems like the boys are having fun and going for adventures still getting good grades, but it is quite different with the young witches (Thompson, 2001). Is this a good idea to make a slightly difference between young wizards and witches and will the reader recognise this difference? 
[image: ]J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter is not just about evil and good wizards and witches are fighting and spells. It is about friendship, teamwork, beautiful feelings, and ordinary everyday things that everyone experiences in their life. “There are some things you can’t share without ending up liking each other and knocking out a twelve-foot mountain troll is one of them” (Rowling, 2017:192). Harry made friends for life and they are a team together solving mysteries and fighting with Lord Voldemort through seven books. 
Harry Potter and the sorcerer’s stone by J.K. Rowling


All these aspects helped me to lead to my dissertation statement “How are witches represented in children’s literature throughout history”. Each of these keywords that I have chosen will help my dissertation strongly. I have explored plenty of research and writings from historians who has different viewpoints and data about witches and witch-hunts and from all over the world. I found plenty of sources from different writers about children’s imagination, the reading of children’s literature through history and the application of contemporary children’s books. How did the fear of witches affect the childhood, and should they experience this type of fear? I have chosen for my third keyword narrative, specifically Harry Potter, because in the novel we can explore big and drastic changes the portrayal of the witch in the 21st century’s children’s literature is in many ways the ‘grown-ups’ version. Has it or has it not changed everything about witches the Harry Potter series? I will explore more depth about Harry Potter counts as a children’s book or for both children and adults, how the representation of the witch changes through the last centuries and changed in children’s literature. How the witch’s personality changed over the centuries not only the representation of them. 
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