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[bookmark: _Toc120450511]Introduction:
As a student I had been requested by the UWTSD Dean to write an academic report regarding Blended learning and classroom learning that will help the Dean in take a decision of implementing or not blended learning in the High Education program. With that been said the purpose of this report is to research and analyse both blended learning and classroom learning in order to identify by the pros and cons which one could be more suitable for the students and teachers at the current time and bring to the Dean the most accurate recommendation. 
A. [bookmark: _Toc120450512]Blended Learning
In this section it will be describe and evaluate Blended Learning using secondary research.
[bookmark: _Toc120450513]AI. Definition:
Blended Learning or B.L. can be defined as the combination between classroom learning and remote learning with the purpose of becoming a teaching method that have at base use of technology and B to B format that will enable the students in becoming more flexile and more skilled regarding technology and use of media. This teaching program can help or affect the way of students can learn now days in the HE Sector. In order to identify and analyse if B.L. it is or not suitable especially in now days, it had been made some research that come up with the pros and cons of B.L.. (Caner, 2012)
[bookmark: _Toc120450514]AII. Pros of B.L.
Looking on Blended Learning it can come up with a lot of benefits for students and teacher, According with the case study of Alla L.Nazarenko (2015) where had been researched regarding blended learning vs traditional learning, students had been asked what they like and dislike regarding blended learning which had been result that 95% of the participants liked Blended learning because they said is:
· User-friendly with logic structured course
· Is easy to access course material and you can attend from any location
· Is interactive and it help to improve your technological skills
· Is good for improving business skills and experience to work with Teams program.
Further an another research show that Blended Learning is not only sustainable for students and teachers, is also sustainable for the environment and for the institution. Julia Osgerby (2013) state that blended Learning will also reduce the CO2 emission by reducing the use of cars, use of plastic and paper material that could affect the environment by simply combining the classroom learning with E-Learning. Further another case study result that blended learning is also helping students to learn better by rewatching the course and learn in their own way according with the survey of which can be seen in the below table where students has been asked to respond with ‘agree’, ‘disagree’ or ‘no idea’ for the following statement : ‘Blended Learning help me to learn according with my learning style and time’ (Hamad, 2017)
[bookmark: _Toc120450515][image: ]Table 1: ‘Blended Learning help me to learn according with my learning style and time’

[bookmark: _Toc120450516]AIII. Cons of B.L.
There are multiple benefits about blended learning but it does not means that there are no cons of the blended learning as it can not be always ‘pink’. Blended learning according with the case study of Paul Harris, it can also be a wrong decision if is not taking in consideration some disadvantages such as:
· Lack of supervision
Blended learning can also come with a lack of support and some students may find this a disadvantage as they may need a face to face classes for more supervision on their work which means that it can be very hard for students to learn without the support needed.
· High Costs 
The cost of implementations, IT issues and the app lunch can be quite expensive and without a proper research it can be a huge gap in the organization/ higher education finances. Also the cost of proper technology can also affect students as they may not have the technology needed as they have in the classroom.
· Overwork for teachers
Without a proper scheduler, knowledge and skills of technology, teachers can be overloaded with a lot of information as short time to ensure that all the materials will be covered in the necessary amount on time.
The consequences of not taking the proper actions in the higher education can be disastrous because at the end of the day the reputation of the university, and the students feedback is involved in the future students decision. (Harris, 2009)
B. [bookmark: _Toc120450517]Classroom Learning:
Further for a deep understanding of the situation regarding blended learning, it will further get to have also a better understanding regarding the Classroom Learning. In the Section B it will further be explained what Classroom Learning is, what are the pros and what are the cons. With all that information it will be make possible to have a clear evaluation regarding which decision is more reliable in now days, blended learning or classroom learning.
[bookmark: _Toc120450518]BI. Definition:
Classroom learning is the traditional method of learning in the higher education which is about face to face classes where lecturers can teach students the university material in order to get a higher education degree and develop their skills and knowledge in the chosen sector.
[bookmark: _Toc120450519]BII. Pros of C.L.
The multiple benefits of classroom learning are:
· Material Support:
Traditional classroom learning it ensure that all the students have the necessary materials in order to complete theirs studies, for example in university library, rooms with technology such as computers, small meeting rooms to enable the students to have meeting for team projects or study in group. All those types of supported materials it help students to have a good experience during the academic years.
· Develop social skills:
Interacting with other individuals with same age and build discipline, classroom learning it help the student to develop their social skills and accommodate more with the adult life by respecting the classes schedule and learn about the importance of working as a team, build common goals and strength relations that further it will help the student to have a better understanding and strength skills in creating networks and link with other. 
· Student are more engage during the classes:
According with Paul Black and Dylan William (1998), been in class during the teacher lecture it help students to become more engaged during the classes as they will be more focus and receptive to the module. Also it help the teachers to engage with students and involve the students in the actual lecture which build more confidence and become a more friendly environment.
[bookmark: _Toc120450520]BIII. Cons of C.L.
During the pandemic was almost impossible for universities to offer the traditional classroom learning, now in 2022 after 2 years of pandemic people had use to work from home and study remote, as those become habits and people from workers to students want more now days to be flexible which in this case for traditional classroom learning it is not possible anymore which means at the beginning of pandemic students was struggling with e-learning, now they are struggling with face to face classes which also bring some cons in the classroom learning :
· No flexibility:
Classroom learning it did not give students any way of flexibility and most of the time the classes scheduler it take the students the entirely day which means they do not have enough time to do other this then university anymore.
· Hard to manage :
At list 40% of the students now days are also working minimum 20 hours per week in order to survive, due to that with classroom learning is hard to manage anymore to work and study at the same time. And even so there will be no time left to relax or have some time for themselves which can affect the students mental heath.
· Cost issues:
As now is 2022 now challenges come thru such as inflation which increase the cost of living. Rent, petrol, buss/train tickets, food, electricity prices all had a big increase due to that not only students are now paying more to attend to the classes, teachers too. For students without working enough hours, without flexibility, without time for themselves it could lead to drop out from university or have big struggles to manage all of that. (Jones, 2006)
[bookmark: _Toc120450521]Evaluation:
Having a better understanding of both blended learning and classroom learning, it’s time to compare both and find the best solution for the UWTSD in changing or not the method of learning that can support both, students and the organization. According with the above research that had been done for both, Blended learning and Classroom learning it shows that both have pro and cons. For a good perspective further it is use the PMI for decision making on both which will show which one is more suitable:
Blended Learning PMI:
	Plus
	Minus
	Interesting

	Flexibility +10
	Lack of Supervision -7
	Good For Environment +10

	Develop Technological skills +10
	Overwork -10
	

	Cost effective +10
	
	


 
Total:
10+10+10+10-10-7= +23
UWTSD have already all the necessary tools for Blended learning due to COVID whet the university had been remote thru E-Learning which reduce significantly the costs of implementation, also is more cost effective for students too as they will save some money from the bus/train tickets and can work more hours as will become more flexible. Also been the new era of technology and everyone is use to work more from home is a good strategy blended learning as it will prepare the students to develop demanded skills in the future for employability.
Classroom Learning PMI:
	Plus
	Minus
	Interesting

	More support +10
	No Flexibility -10
	Mental heath issues -10

	Develop social skills +6
	Hard to manage -10
	

	Engage with the schedule +8
	Costs issues -10
	



Total:
10+6+8-10-10-10-10= -16
Students need more flexibility in life now due to post pandemic which had change the rules of how businesses are now days. Also the rise of cost of living due to the inflation and  others global changes students can be the most affected which can cause for them Depression, anxiety , mental breakdown which can further make the students to drop out from university and further for the Higher education organization to lose customers. Unfortunately, due to the globally rule changings   the traditional Classroom learning method is not suitable anymore. (Das, 2022)
[bookmark: _Toc120450522]Recommendation:
As the evaluation had been done, it result that the best solution for UWTSD is further to implement Blended Learning, this is recommended base on a hard research with the new globally trends and the needs of students as in 2018 could still work the Classroom learning, now in 2022 is not suitable anymore and even if the students do not receive the same support , it doesn’t mean that it will be the same as E-Learning as Blended learning will give the students the opportunity of Class learning and e-learning combined so the classroom learning method it will not disappear completely and will also give the students a better opportunity to have more flexibility and develop their technological skills which will also help on students mental health. 
[bookmark: _Toc120450523]Conclusion:
In conclusion UWTSD should change in Blended Learning as it will help the organization to attract more students, and keep the current students happy as the university already have all the resources needed to implement blended learning they will not be affect of an implementation cost as there it was already implemented before the E-Learning which reduce the cost and become more effective. Further, the lecturers will not be affected of overworking as they already know how to manage as there was some experience from E-Learning during the pandemic so in conclusion Blended Learning will be a ‘Win-Win’.
References
Caner, M., 2012. The Definition of Blended Learning in Higher Education. In: M. Caner, ed. Blended Learning Environments for Adults: Evaluations and Frameworks. Akdeniz University, Turkey: IGI Global Publisher of TIMELY Knowladge, p. 16.
Das, S., 2022. Chapter 9 - Impact of COVID-19 on industries. In: C. M. H. a. N. K. Deepak Rawtani, ed. Global impacts of pre- and post-COVID-19 pandemic: Focus on socio-economic consequences. Gujarat: Elsevier, pp. 191-200.
Hamad, M. M., 2017. Pros & Cons of Using Blackboard Collaborate for Blended Learning. Higher Education Studies, 7(2), pp. 7-16.
Harris, P., 2009. Blended learning: overview and recommendations for successful implementation. Industrial and Commercial Training, 41(3), pp. 155-163.
Jones, D. R. W., 2006. Problem-based Learning: Description, Advantages, Disadvantages, Scenarios and Facilitation. Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, , 34(4), pp. 415-551.
L.Nazarenko, A., 2015. Blended Learning vs Traditional Learning: What Works? (A Case Study Research). Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 200(1), pp. 77-82.
Ogerby, J., 2013. Students' Perceptions of the Introduction of a Blended Learning Environment: An Exploratory Case Study. Accounting Education , 22(1), pp. 85-99 .
William, P. B. a. D., 1998. Principles, Policy & Practice. Assessment in Education, 5(1), pp. 7-74.


image1.png
is

16

1a

12

10

ON MO O

Disagree

No idea

Agree




