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Is domestic abuse a gender-based crime?

The chapter outlines the details of the research methods and procedures used to collect the data that will reinstate the thesis question – ‘Is domestic abuse a gender-based crime?’. Saunders Research Onion (2007) presents how the research will be conducted including the research design, philosophy, approach, and strategies used to add credibility to the findings of the following objectives:
1. To define the term domestic abuse and identify its prevalence within the UK.
2. To explore the explanations of why domestic abuse is predominantly a female centred form of victimisation.
3. To evaluate public perception on why they believe women are targeted more often, in comparison to men. 

Finally, there will be an exploration of the data collection and analysis.

Research Philosophy:
The study takes an Interpretivist approach, a branch of the Epistemology philosophy that depicts ‘what’ and ‘how’ the research is obtained through developing an understanding of knowledge based on the reality of the subject area. The thesis is fundamentally structured upon qualitative findings from secondary sources that are academically credible. However, primary research is formulated through the use of quantitative measures including statistics in order to socially construct the findings of the research. Including both primary and secondary research will ensure that the research is more comprehensive and reliable (Swords, Hennessy, and Heary, 2021). Moreover Scholar Blackwell (2018), states that the Interpretivist Approach is defined based on the assumption that reality is subjective and socially constructed. By applying the interpretivist approach, the three objectives of the study can be explored and justified through social constructs, including peoples’ opinions and beliefs on the prevalence of domestic abuse within the UK. For instance, the second objective in the study – ‘To explore the explanations of why domestic abuse is predominantly a female centred form of victimisation.’, can be explored through a subjective lens and justify conclusion extracted from qualitative research. Similarly, objective 3 can be justified through the qualitative analysis of primary resources, questionnaires and surveys, to deliver public perception and knowledge of “why they believe women are targeted more often, in comparison to men.”





Research Approach:
The study will use inductive reasoning to answer the research question. Inductive reasoning, according to Spector, O’Boyle and Woo, (2017) is the process of developing theories based on existing observations or data. Secondary research conducted in the literature highlighted key themes in answering the research hypothesis - ‘Women are most at risk of male-perpetrated abuse, due to harmful social norms surrounding gender-based violence and to maintain control over female identity, sexuality and stigmatisation’. The Key themes extracted from secondary research were identified by scholars, Walklate et al., (2022), Karlsson et al., (2022) and Naghizadeh et al., (2021) communicate that various themes and factors are implicated in this gender-based phenomenon, including power imbalances, historical inequalities, and harmful stereotypes perpetuated by societal norms. Moreover, quantitative methods are utilised to strengthen the hypothesis based on statistics presented in the literature. Strengths of the deductive approach include the ability to check the credibility, validity, and accuracy of the predetermined hypothesis (McBeath, 2020). 

Research Strategy: 
The strategy used in the dissertation is case study research. Case Study research will allow
the researcher to analyse and gain an in depth understanding of the context within the study (Demarrias, and Lapan, 2003), taking social context into consideration.  In order to explore the aim of the study – ‘To identify why females are the predominantly victims of domestic abuse in the UK’, the research strategy implemented is a mixed-method approach that will combine qualitative and quantitative data (Young, 2022). For the qualitative approach, data will be gathered using surveys after stratified random sampling method involving students, lecturers, and the public. The survey will help in gathering in-depth insights on perceptions of domestic abuse and help analytically interpret data, such as reasons behind the gendered nature of this concept, as well as the stigma linked with male victims (Elliot, 2005). The data obtained will be analysed using thematic analysis techniques for identification of common themes and perspectives. For the quantitative element, statistics generated from academically credible sources such as government reports to gather data that can be used to justify the research hypothesis.  



Time- Horizon:
Nonetheless Setia (2016) relays the concept of cross- sectional research by stating that the investigator can measure both the outcomes and the exposures of study participants at the same time. Advantages of this method of study is that it is efficient and inexpensive. The type of design will provide information about the prevalence of outcomes or exposures. The research will be measured using cross-sectional study by creating a survey where participants were selected to reflect a wide range of demographics, including different age groups, socioeconomic situations, and geographic areas, to guarantee inclusion and diversity. This method attempts to encompass a wide range of viewpoints and experiences, understanding that various demographic groups have different opinions and viewpoints on the gendered nature of domestic abuse and perceptions on male victimisation. The survey will be published on social media for participants to consent to the research and remain open to the public for the period of a week. Participants data will then be analysed by gathering the data and examining each response to find similarities and contrasts, making it easier to identify recurrent themes (Smith, Jarman, and Osborn, 1999). A cross-sectional analysis, however, cannot infer causal relationships since exposure and outcomes are measured only once (Wang and Cheng, 2020). Alternatively, an analysis of the issue from a longitudinal perspective may offer a more dynamic perspective as data gathered is limited due to the time frame allocated to the survey. 

Techniques and Procedures:
The practicality of the research is relevant to the specific techniques and procedures used to conduct the study (Tracy, 2019). Data will be collected through a mixed-method approach by gathering both quantitative and qualitative data. The data that needs to be collected to complete the study are secondary and primary research relevant to the topic. Primarily the data gathered will be in accordance with the gendered nature of domestic abuse that refers to factors contributing to the concept that women are more likely to be victims of domestic abuse compared to men and the stigma associated with male victims of domestic abuse. Primary research, according to the Institute for Work and Health (2015), refers to collecting research whereby data is tailored to meet the criteria of the research question. The study will carry out primary research through a survey. The survey will ask questions proportionate to the research question. Including open-ended questions. For instance, “Do you think women are more likely to be targeted as victims’ of domestic abuse?”, “Do you think societies social norms contribute to the notion that women are primarily victims of domestic abuse?” and closed-ended questions “Is domestic abuse a prevalent crime within the UK- Yes/No?” (Desai and Reimers, 2019). The procedure of choosing the study's sampling framework was methodical and careful. Participants were selected through convenient and random sampling to reflect a wide range of demographics, including different age groups, socioeconomic situations, and geographic areas, in order to guarantee inclusion and diversity. In addition, anonymisation plays a critical role in protecting participants' privacy and anonymity, guaranteeing that their private and sensitive accounts are kept private and secure for the duration of the analysis (Yang, Zhong, and Wright, 2005). For this reason, one of the first steps in preparing the data for analysis is to transcribe and anonymise survey replies (Curran, 2016). In line with the ethical principles of research practice, it is critical to prioritise participant privacy and confidentiality throughout this preliminary period (Favaretto et al., 2020). Furthermore, thematic analysis, which is a methodical way to finding recurring themes and patterns within the participant narratives, will be used to carefully examine the qualitative data gathered for this study (Castleberry, and Nolen, 2018). This approach is especially useful for revealing the subtleties and complexity of people's experiences with, and views of, domestic abuse (Nowell et al., 2017). Through an in-depth examination of the qualitative data, the analysis aims to identify the fundamental determinants and dynamics that lead to the prevalence of female victims in cases of domestic abuse. Moreover, secondary research will be carried out in the study through the use of secondary sources such as government reports, journal articles and books. The quantitative element consists of collecting statistical data  from academically credible sources such as government reports to justify the research hypothesis using statistics obtained from academically credible sources and to justify the hypothesis: ‘Women are most at risk of male-perpetrated abuse, due to harmful social norm surrounding gender-based violence and to maintain control over female identity, sexuality and stigmatisation’.  

Limitations Throughout: 
Despite the thorough strategy used in this study, there are several limitations. Firstly, there is a chance of a bias response because the study mostly relies on self-reported data from the survey. This is because, it is possible for participants to omit or underreport sensitive information, diluting the credibility of the research. Ultimately, the study's static analysis and limited temporal scope means that data gathered is inconclusive due to the nature of the sensitivity of the topic. Over time, a longitudinal approach could offer a more conclusive picture through a variety of data by answering the gap in knowledge that suggests that, while domestic abuse is gendered, its underlying causes are varied and multidimensional, emphasising the need for further research (Caruana, 2015).
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