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Talking about 3 various skills and personal qualities; these being reflection, objectivity versus subjectivity and analytical thinking. Cottrell states in the 3rd edition of Study skills P.275 that Critical thinking is when you learn how to "evaluate an argument or a line of reasoning in a piece of writing", so that you're able to "identify and draw conclusions" from the evidence provided. 
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1. Reflection 

 In the book Essential Study Skills, P.106-7, the authors Burns, T. and Sinfield, S., explain that the term to “reflect” was introduced into “academia through the work of Donald Schön (1983).
Reason for this was to promote the “idea that we could improve our professional practice by considering what we are doing”.

·  This is known as “reflecting in action”. Schön also suggests that we should think about what we did afterwards too, known as “reflecting on action”.
· To expand on Schön’s work, Kolb (1984) “identified this as the second stage of the learning cycle”.
·  Cowan (1998) added that “reflection for action”, is when you “learn from previous activities to help plan the next”.

All argued that professionals “need more than just training” as they need to “think about, critique and, if necessary, modify our practice”. This should be done with someone who has more experience.

Reflection is the "process of thinking over what you've done" by "actively revisiting and testing" your knowledge. This puts you in control of own development and learning and helps you engage with enthusiasm.  
In order to "actively review" your work, you should ask yourself these questions:  
· What have I gained?  
· Where/how will I use what I learned?

Burns and Sinfield emphasize that “no matter how active all your other learning practices are, without this active reflection, there will be no learning”.

An example of how to do this according to Wilson, E. and Bedford, D. in “Study Skills for Part-Time Students” P.19 is through a diary where you should “look into all aspects of your life. Be clear and write your reflective journal as soon as possible after the incident”. They claim that you should start with a topic in mind and write freely as it’s likely that “other questions will come to mind”. You can do this by noting key words/phrases, and also use colours or/and cartoons to make it creative and memorable.
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2. Objectivity vs subjectivity. 
Cottrell also talks about objectivity and subjectivity in the 3rd edition of her study skills book on pages 205-7. Cottrell writes that to be objective means to rely on evidence, "instead of relying on personal opinion or common sense" which would make it subjective. Therefore, objectivity is “heavily influenced by the notion of being scientific" (even if topic isn’t science). 

This is because if data is objective, two people doing the "same research in the same way should arrive at the same results and conclusion". 

On the other hand, subjectivity is when you bring “your own views, opinions, experiences or value judgements into your research or writing” making it bias. This often includes persuasive language to try and get the reader on board with their viewpoint, they may say “I found...” instead of “it was found that...”



For an essay to be objective, your writing should be in third person as according to Reynolds et al (Judge, McCreery and Jones) in the 2nd edition of Critical Thinking Skills for Education Students page 16, this is how to achieve an objective written piece.
Their definition of objectivity means to “read, write and think without bias”. The way in which you should do this is to “take into account all the facts and explanations and question its authenticity”. 
They say it’s important to distinguish when an author puts forward a “reasoned argument based on evidence rather than offering explanations” as it might be “based on the writer’s own personal beliefs” making the source unreliable as it’s bias
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3.Analytical  thinking. 

Analytical thinking, also referred to as the "detective-like approach" in Cottrells 4th Edition of study skills page 202, strengthens your ability to explain "how people arrived at different conclusions or results". 

Critical analytical thinking involves an extra process to critical thinking.
Some of the extra things you should do is:
· Stand back from information 
· Exam details in different angles- see and explain why different people arrived at different conclusions.
· Check closely whether details are accurate
· Check if each statement follows logically 
· Check for hidden assumptions 
· Check for attempts to lure the reader into agreement- done through flawed reasoning.


Cottrell offers examples of questions which she believes you must evaluate and ask yourselves when analysing a piece of work. These questions are: 
· When was this written/ evidence produced? Is it outdated/relevant? Is the evidence sufficient?
· Who was this written by? Is there a bias attitude? 
· What is the main line of reasoning? Is it clear in intro, conclusion 
· Any examples of flawed reasoning? (trying to persuade through emotive language) 
· Has writer given sufficient consideration to alternative points of view? 
· How do we know if it’s true?
· How reliable is the source?
· Is the source relevant?
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They are to be critical when reading
 
You can be analytical through listening and writing too.
When writing you should aim to answers question above as if you were the reader, you “need to be clear about your position on issue, including hypothesis”, and “Present evidence to support your reasoning”
She also believes that once you’ve written piece of work you should re-read it in a critical mind frame.

When listening, you need to be aware of what the speaker says- 
“is what their saying consistent?”
“Check their body language” for example the way they stand – confident makes it more believable, entices the audience,
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Conclusion.
To conclude the presentation, I have covered … there should be enough information given to help you develop your  critical thinking.. Show refernece list..
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