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4 N
Have you had any special lesson from your

father?
N J

I \

No, | have not. Only once when he was standing
alone, and | happened to pass through the hall, he
said to me : ‘Have you studied poetry?’ to which |
replied, ‘No,| have not.’

'Then,’said he, 'if you do not study poetry, you
cannot make yourself agreeable in conversation.

Q]‘ter that | gave myself to the study of poetry. /

Translated by Gu Hongming.



4 N
Have you had any special lesson from your

father?
N J

L ﬁ /On another occasion when he was again standing

‘M(f fl alone. and | happened to pass through the hall, he
_ f V ® | s3id to me: 'Have you studied the rituals, to which |
) replied,'No, | have not.” ‘Then ,’ said he, 'if you do
LN

\
| h not study the rituals, you cannot uphold your
aspirations. After that, | gave myself to the study of

\the rituals. /

Translated by Gu Hongming, edited by me.
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| have asked about one thing and now have
learnt about three things. | have learnt about

the importance of the study of poetry and

riturals, and also that a virtuous man does

&not treat even his own son with familiarity./

Translated by Gu Hongming, edited by me.
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The Canon of Poetry » | O
The Canon of

Ancient Documents ¢
Rituals | >
Music | >

/reu cg/WOeyOL
' 4



Confucius’ Teachings :

The Canon of Poetry
Rituals

Music
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Pie’rry
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Translated by myself.

A, &AL,
S HE, BT AT
—— (EFF
A poem 1s the expression of author’ s aspiration.

What resides in the heart 1s aspiration and what

expresses by words 1s a poem.

Maoshi xu
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Rifuals Eod >

Li means a kind of behaviour that people

use to serve the spirits for getting blessings.

Shuowen jiezi
17

Translated by myself.
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Translated by myself.

—— (R

Good behaviour refers to self-cultivation and keeping
promises. Cultivating one’s moral character and

speaking good words 1s the essence of Li.

The Records of Rites
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voice language language
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language
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music tones
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Music/Song
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Translated by Yang Bojun.

——

Ritual, ritual! Does 1t mean no more than
presents of jade and silk? Music, music!

Does 1t mean no more than bells and drums?

The Analects of Confucius
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Music/Song I
When people engage with music, they would

feel happiness .

Music symbolizes the harmoney of the world.

2 The Records of Rites

Translated by Yang Bojun.
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Translated by Yang Bojun.
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The poetry will help you to incite people's emotions, to
observe their feelings, to keep company, to express your
grievances. They may be used at home 1n the service of
one's father, abroad, in the service of one's prince.
Moreover, they will widen your acquaintance with the

names of birds, beasts, plants and trees.

The Analects of Confucius
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Have you had any special lesson from your

father?

No, | have not. Only once when he was standing
alone, and | happened to pass through the hall, he
said to me : ‘Have you studied poetry?’ to which |
replied, ‘No,| have not.’

‘Then,’said he, 'if you do not study poetry, you
cannot make yourself agreeable in conversation.
After that | gave myself to the study of poetry.
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Translated by Gu Hongming.
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The Master said, ‘A man may be able to recite the three
hundred poems, but, if when given a post in the
government, he cannot turn his merits to account, or
when sent on a mission to far parts he cannot answer
particular questions, however extensive his knowledge

may be, of what use 1s it to him?

31 Translated by Yang Bojun, edited by me. The Analects Of Confucius
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Translated by myself.

WahAe S AEERE, EERS

Parrots are able to speak, but they are still
birds. Gorillas are able to speak, but they
are still beasts. If people act without
proprieties, 1s there any difference
between their hearts and beasts’ ?

The Records of Rites
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RlTU a ‘S To look at nothing 1n defiance of ritual, to listen

to nothing in defiance of ritual, to speak of
nothing in defiance of ritual, never to stir hand

or foot 1n defiance of ritual.

35 Translated by Yang Bojun. The Analects Of COI/lfuCiuS
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Rifuals The Master said, ‘The gentleman who takes the

right as his material to work upon and ritual as

the guide 1n putting what 1s right into practice.’

36 Translated by Yang Bojun. The Analects Of COI’lfuCiMS
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Li 1s for people’s behaviours; Yue 1s

for people’s hearts.

The Records of Rites

38 Translated by myself.
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Music — ATy
— People should not forget Li and Yue even
for a second. And by using music to
nourish their minds, a forgiving and
sincere heart will appear .

39 Translated by myself. The Records OfRiteS
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Conclusion
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