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Key points on the philosophical background to research
This resource  explains the important of researchers' paradigms
The viewpoint of the researcher
A researcher's background can influence the approach to research, particularly when it comes to research involving people, work and other social activities.
Researchers need to acknowledge what they consider to be ‘real’ and important: ontology.
Researchers need to recognise what they consider to be ‘worthy’ knowledge, and how to obtain it: epistemology.
Ontology
Ontology is the study of 'being', and involves a consideration of what is ‘real’ and important to an individual researcher.
Two important ontological positions are:
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What are the features of a 'critical' ontology?
Epistemology
This relates to ‘theory of knowledge’ and what is regarded as valid knowledge and how it is created.
Two important epistemological positions are:
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The significance of ontology and epistemology
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The research paradigm
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There are several different research paradigms. Some come from the qualitative/ subjectivist side of the research spectrum (eg: 'subjectivist'; 'interpretivist'). Some come from the quantitative /objectivist side (eg. 'Objectivist', 'positivist', 'scientific'). 

Practice-based researchers often follow a 'pragmatic' paradigm, implying that the research approaches taken are not from any specific ontological camp but are designed to answer the research question(s) posed.
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