Essay One: How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?

Past instances of police malpractice and policing misconduct has been a major negative benefactor contributing to overall changes and challenges in which the police face on a regular basis. The public expect the police force to uphold the law with honesty and integrity and to protect them from harm. This is part of the Police Code of Ethics as published by the College of Policing (2014); A Code of Practice for the Principles and Standards of Professional Behaviour for the Policing Profession of England and Wales. However, when police officers willingly or un-willingly engage in malpractice or misconduct, it undermines the trust that the public have in the police. As stated by Sir Robert Peel’s (1829) principles, specifically principle seven; ‘The police are the public and that the public are the police’ (Peel, 1829 cited from The Crime Prevention, 2012). Overall, this essay aims to explore how policing misconduct and malpractice has affected modern policing. It is important to understand how these affects have impacted policing in the modern era and to understand how the public expect police to conduct themselves. 
One of the most significant impacts of police misconduct and malpractice is the loss of public trust in the police officers who have knowingly or unknowingly engaged in these practices. This results in the trust and rapport between the police and the public is being tarnished. If the public no longer trusts the police, this can have a serious effect of victims of crime not wanting to engage with the police. This could be because they do not trust or have faith in the organisation who have sworn an oath to uphold the law and to protect the public. Mann (2021) states that ‘‘More Britons are unconfident in police to deal with crime locally, with key shifts in opinion following Sarah Everard’s murder and recent media coverage surrounding her death’’ This suggests that the public feels that the police are less capable of solving crimes.  These relationship breakdowns between the public and the police can make it more difficult for the police to do their job effectively and uphold their oath to protect the community. The oath that police have taken is a declaration to act with fairness, integrity, upholding fundamental human rights, to equally respect all people and prevent all offences against people and property. (Police Reform Act 2002). All officers swear this oath at their attestation into the position of constable where they swear to their majesty of the state that they will uphold the law. 
Another impact of policing malpractice and misconduct is a decrease in police morale. When officers who live by their oath and try their best to uphold the police code of ethics are seeing their colleagues engaging in malpractice or misconduct, it can be demoralizing to the officers who strive for greatness thus causing officers morale to be impacted and leading to a lot of decreased productivity and a lack of commitment to the job, to which some forces are currently struggling with their current retention rates and are losing experienced officers. Morale is important when working as a part of a team or working as an individual because police officers need to feel that the roles, they are carrying out reflects well on them and any morale issues can put more stress on an organisation. The Wayne Couzens case ‘‘rotted morale across the force’’ as stated by Osborne (2022) suggesting that police felt disgraced by the actions of a fellow serving officer. Therefore, having a negative impact on the police officers and their relevant forces. For example, the Metropolitan Police have recently had Baroness Louise Casey publish a report (2023) into their organisation, this has had a negative impact on some officers in the force who feel like they are having their reputations tarnished by ex-police officers.
Furthermore, investigating policing malpractice and misconducts also have an impact on the publics taxpayer’s money due to legal costs. When Police engage in misconduct and malpractices, it can lead to lawsuits against the police and leads to misconduct hearings where police officers can be taken to court as a part of the investigation. All of this is being paid for by taxpayers’ money whereas the money that is being used for these legal cases could and should be used for alternative benefits such as funding going towards the general policing services which would allow the police to do their job effectively. Each year taxpayers are paying millions of pounds due to police misconduct hearings (Police Federation, 2021) 
In conclusion, police misconduct and malpractice have a negative impact on the trust that the public have in the police force. This can have a negative impact on the relationship between the public and the police. As public begin to not trust the police, this can lead to numerous amounts of crimes ranging from low to high-level, going undetected or reported as the public feel that they cannot trust the police to investigate wrongdoing in a manner that the public can feel safe about. Therefore, in my opinion police can and should be held accountable for their wrong doings and the information that police officers have been punished or sanctioned for these misconducts should be more sourced to the public, so that they can see that police do not tolerate negligence inside its own organisation and so that public can start to regain a sense of trust in the police organisation that shows its zero tolerance to misconduct and malpractice. Police officers are held to a higher standard when it comes to their accountability due to the role that they are in and the access they have to sensitive information and the daily interactions with vulnerable individuals. 




	












Essay Two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
The effect of coverage by the media on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents has a significant impact on the media, policing, and communities in general. The media has the ability to play a crucial role in shaping the publics opinion by the way that the media choses to portray the article of the coverage. The medias portrayals of the coverage can influence the way police respond to public protection incidents. For example, when police were handling the missing persons case of Nicola Bulley in early 2023, police received a negative amount of feedback into the way that they handled the case from revealing sensitive information about her to being ‘Blasted’ by a former senior detective from the metropolitan police, Peter Bleksley states that “They said they had specialists!” (Withers, 2023). This shows that the attraction to this incident became a national coverage and it even prompted retired officers, as well as many members of the public to have an input on their opinion on the way police handled the case. This essay aims to explore the ways in which coverage by the media affects policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. Police Public Protection incidents include the oversight and management of violent and sexual offenders, adults and children at risk of domestic and sexual abuse and also high-risk missing person cases as well as an array of other incidents. (College of Policing, 2023). 
The media has the power to shape public perception of an incident, the media possesses the ability to influence the public perception of a dynamic incident and can impact the way that police respond to the incident. For example, if the media reported an incident as a suspected terror attack, the public may perceive this as a more significant threat whereas, compared to if it was reported as a random act of low-level violence. This perception can influence the police response and the different use of strategies being implemented to deal with the perceived threat. 
Media coverage can also influence the approach that the police take to deal with an incident. Police are often under increased pressure by the media and the message that they are conveying to the public in relation to ongoing incidents. For example, in January 2023, when the missing persons case for Nicola Bulley became a public topic, the media developed a narrative that the police were not doing as much as they believed to have been done regarding the case. This big prompt in attention from the media and the criticism that the Leicestershire Police received into the case, developed into self-proclaimed amateur sleuths from TikTok and other social media platforms taking matters into their own hands after losing faith in the polices ability due to the media coverage and criticisms. These amateur sleuths then risked the chances of jeopardising a high risk and highly covered missing person’s case. The sleuths took it upon themselves to visit the last known area that Bulley was believed to be at and posted videos online of themselves digging in the surrounding area believing they would uncover the body of Bulley and starting multiple conspiracy theories deeming Bulley’s husband to be involved in the circumstances of her disappearance and showing a lack of remorse. A man had been arrested over footage that he had taken from inside the police cordon which was set up during the recovery of Bulley’s body (Sky News, 2023). This result was that the mainstream media and their coverage helped fuel the attraction from these amateur sleuths by intruding on a family that had gone through a heartache and not respecting their privacy and by doing so, when the husband of Bulley did not display characteristics in which appealed to the medias coverage, focus would be shifted onto criticisms of police teams not doing enough. 
However, the media does not always portray the police and their strategies as the enemy to the public, there are some occasions on where the media reports include and highlight the bravery shown by officers and the strategies implemented and keeping the public safe, for example, “Hero London Bridge police officer charged in and held off ‘wolf pack’ terrorists (Lloyd and Pennink, 2019). This shows that the coverage from the media shape and inform the decisions that police make when it comes to dealing with live incidents and protecting the public. Positive articles where police are thanked and praised, helps to appeal to the public and helps to strengthen public perception of the police. The increase in trust can help to benefit all sectors as it enables the police to respond effectively on incidents and enables a positive relationship to be maintained between police and the community.
Overall, media coverage has a significant impact on policing strategies in relation to a public protection incident. The media possess the ability to shape the public perception of the police, influence police response to incidents, impact public safety, affect police accountability for their actions and impact the truth in which the public stores in the police (College of Policing). Police must always beware that media coverage can in times have beneficial or negative consequences and ensure that their response to incidents is appropriate and effective. By working with the media and building positive relationships with the public, police can help to ensure that the media coverage of public protection incidents is accurate and helpful to promoting a safe community for members of the public. Police must always act with honesty and integrity so officers must always be aware that the way they conduct themselves is likely to be recorded at some point and can be published online and spread so it is vital that officers take into consideration the need for a positive relationship with the media in order to portray themselves in a manner which reflects the organisation proudly. 




















Essay Three: How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending or reoffending? 
Early intervention is a valuable tool to stop young people from offending or in some instances, to prevent them from reoffending in the future. Early interventions are a positive, proactive approach that addresses the causes in an offender’s behaviour which constitutes a criminal offence being committed, interventions can target the root cause of behaviour before it escalates, (Action for Children).  These early intervention schemes such as Young Offenders Support, REACH and other similar diversion courses are designed to identify and support young people who are at risk of being involved with the criminal justice system and becoming involved with committing criminal offences and activity. These early intervention diversion courses are implemented to support and cater the young individuals with the necessary knowledge, resources, and support for them to make positive changes to their lives and help to reduce and avoid negative behaviours which place the young individuals from being at risk of a life of crime (Prevention and Reduction: A review of strategies for intervening early to prevent or reduce youth crime and anti-social behaviour). This essay aims to explore the effectiveness of early intervention in preventing young people from offending and reoffending
There are various amounts of online and academic sources which consider the effectiveness of early intervention in preventing young people from offending, being involved with the criminal justice system and from being repeat offenders. The research from the government shows that children who are involved with crime are more likely to reoffend (Hancock, 2023.) This suggests that early intervention has a significant impact in reducing the likely hood of a young individual engaging in criminal activity and becoming a repeat offender of the criminal justice system. It also suggests that for an offender who does not receive the early intervention they then have a higher percent chance of reoffending compared to someone who has received the intervention.  
One of the major positive outcomes of an early intervention is that it allows young people to develop positive relationships with adults who can nurture them with guidance and support, and for some of the individuals who end up being involved with early intervention, it is often the case that in their home life as they do not receive the same nurturing care at home. Thus there is no stability at home to stop them being involved with the criminal justice cycle. Early intervention can help young people to develop the skills they need to have successful lives and increase the quality of family relationships (Early Intervention Foundation 2023). The positive relationships which can be created through the individuals subject to early intervention with professional adults, as well as professionals such as the police and diversion support workers, can be significantly important in a developing young persons life as it can have a detrimental impact on their chosen path of life. For example, positive relationships with professionals such as police, support workers and other professional roles who can support these individuals can inspire these individuals to want to help others as a career when they are older. The intervention courses can also help to build self-esteem, improve social skills and make a well-rounded person through enhancing their knowledge.
Early intervention support courses and programmes can provide young people with the skills and knowledge which they need to have a positive impact in their life and the choices that they make in the future. The support programmes will teach the young individuals that there are consequences to certain actions and what the repercussions can entail. They can also address underlying factors which causes a person to become involved with criminal behaviour such as financial issues at home, family break downs and separations, mental health problems and substance misuse.
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1987) states that individuals need to have a basic set of needs to achieve a higher level of personal growth and fulfilment, Maslow’s theory can be related to the needs of an individual by having early intervention in place. By providing young people with support to achieve their basic needs through safety and positive relationships with those in their community. By having these needs in place young people can fulfil their needs which can reduce feelings of isolation and detachment that may lead an individual towards criminal behaviour.  
Furthermore, the benefits of an early intervention programmes can help to reduce the rates of reoffending by the same young individuals. The support which is offered to those young individuals involved in the early intervention programmes can help to give them the knowledge and understanding of the changes they need to make and people or activities to avoid therefore to reduce the risk to themselves by becoming a repeat offender in criminal behaviour and being at risk of being involved in the criminal justice system. Support offered to these individuals include educational help with essential skills, personal and social development, mentoring and therapeutic communities (College of Policing, 2022). 
Overall, early intervention is a highly effective tool which is offered to young people as a positive outcome or a disposal to help prevent them offending or reoffending in the future. These programmes provide young people with positive role models, knowledge, and support. Early intervention is an essential aid in having a positive impact on the culture of young people and is an essential strategy which is aimed at reducing youth crime and improving their lives and social skills in the same process. 

















Essay Four: Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
Partnering with offenders in their rehabilitation process has been shown to be effective in reducing future offences taking place and understanding the motives behind these offences taking place and what can be implemented by the partnership agencies to help prevent reoffending and rehabilitate the offender. Partnership agencies focus on approaching the root issues and factors to the reason why someone may commit offences. For example drug dependency, if an offender is addicted to substances such as drugs then the offender can be offered the chance to work with a professional drug worker who can help them to overcome the addiction and substitute this for a healthier lifestyle. The partnership agencies approach consists of the offenders working with the partners to assist in their rehabilitation and explore available options in the community to allow the offender to regain a sense of purpose. This essay will aim to explore the ways in which partnership approaches are the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders. 
The approaches in which partnership agencies take mainly involve providing offenders with education where they can develop the necessary knowledge to help stop repeat offending, some agencies can offer the offenders vocational courses to allow them to develop the skillset which would make them become more favourable in the job seeking world as a steady job and income. If the offender has been in prison, then the offender gets the opportunity whilst in there to have an allocated case manager and a plan which is designed to manage their risk of harm and reduce the chances of them reoffending. The offender will also have the opportunity to learn skills which would help them get a job in the future and also help their addiction needs be treated (Taylor, 2022).
Agencies can help to treat offenders for their substance addiction and misuse and can provide them with information on how to change their habits as well as working with professional clinicians who are able to find healthier ways of dealing with substance misuse. Another area in which partnership agencies can help with is putting the offender in contact with a professional who are able to help the offender with counselling and similar therapy treatments, these can benefit the offender as it helps to identify causes in which has triggered this behaviour in the offender and the revelation of the offender being involved in. Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) helps to give an understanding of what an offenders childhood and history has been like and can give explanations into why an offender may have been on the path that they were on prior to rehabilitation. Partnerships can also provide offenders with opportunities to gain access to social housing and provide them with the support that they need to function inside a house on their own. 
Partnership approaches with offenders in their rehabilitation periods can help to build trust and reduce the likelihood of the offender committing further offences. Offenders who feel supported and valued are more likely to engage with the rehabilitation approaches which are being offered to them and are more likely to take responsibility for their actions and want to change to improve their life. 
The Scottish Government (2015) looked at the Risk-Need-Responsivity model on risk assessment, this approach consists of targeting the criminogenic needs of an offender and treatment associated with cognitive behavioural therapy which can lead to a modest reduction in reoffending especially where there is other combined support such as solving practical problems. 
There are some instances however where partnership approaches appear to not have the desired affect on some individuals who are repeat offenders. The approaches offered to offenders are subject to the offenders wishes, all available support will be offered to the offenders as a course of professional judgement and responsibility from partnership agencies, but the offender must be open to work alongside the agencies during their rehabilitation period. If an offender is unwilling to work with the partnership agencies in their approaches to help the offender identify the causes of their behaviour, then the agencies can only support the offender in a limited way as the offender has to be willing to make compromises and engage with the support offered. 
It is vital to remember that partnership approaches are different for each offender, this is due to each offender having different needs and behaviours so different approaches will be offered to each as all approaches are catered to the offender as an individual instead of a one approach covers all style of approach. The partnership agency approaches are designed after a heavy planning period and an ongoing dynamic risk assessment has been conducted of the offender. The planning and risk assessment allow for the approaches to cater to the offender and can identify what the best cause for their rehabilitation may entail. 
Overall, partnership approaches are largely centred around the idea that no single agency can deal with or be lone responsible for dealing with complex community safety and crime issues, partnership approaches can be described as a co-operative relationship between two or more organisations to achieve a common goal (Home Office, 2011).  To conclude studies show that partnership approaches allow for multiple teams to work with an offender during their rehabilitation period and during this period, the offender will receive the best chance and getting support for identified issues which will help them to prevent reoffending in the future. 
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