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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What are the implications of routinely arming all police officers in England and Wales?
INTRODUCTION:

Currently, police officers in England and Wales are not routinely armed, making them two of the very few countries in the world not to routinely equip their police officers with firearms (Fox, 2017). It could be argued that this is an outdated approach rooted in the tradition that British police have never been routinely armed and thus never will be. This is a common misconception, as British police have always had access to firearms. There have been periods whereby they have been routinely armed for the most part, such as during the First and Second World Wars when rifles, pistols and revolvers were issued to the police to discourage sabotage by foreign agents and to provide protection in the case of an invasion of mainland Britain (Smith, 2019). 

It must be considered that it was decided to routinely arm the police during both world wars for the purposes of protecting themselves, the homeland, and the public, when conflict had not even touched mainland Britain, ‘just in case’ it came to it. So, this leaves the lingering question of why not routinely arm police in England and Wales now ‘just in case’, especially when there has been a notable increase in knife crime levels over the last decade and 261 homicides involving a sharp instrument in 2022 alone? (ONS, 2023).  

Investigations into the implications of the choice to not routinely arm police officers in England and Wales are limited. By conducting further research into this topic, it would explore whether the current model of non-routine arming of police officers in England and Wales is fit for purpose in terms of appropriately managing/reducing risk to public safety and officer safety. 

This dissertation will consider core topics and contentious issues, such as whether routine arming would increase police officer retention numbers if they were routinely armed and what impact this might have on public perception of the police. Is it even public perception that is preventing routine arming of the police, or are there other reasons?

It is worth considering this question broadly, as there is scope to consider perhaps less-polarising factors such as policing budgets in terms of whether police forces could even afford to routinely train and arm their police officers, maintain the weapons and ammunition, and audit them. It would also be considered whether oversight and subsequent investigations would be fit for purpose if all police officers were routinely armed, given that there is precedent for incidents involving police officer shootings in parts of England and Wales in particular taking up to a decade to resolve when misconduct and criminal proceedings are considered (Dodd, 2015). 

Ultimately, this research would be useful to see whether any of the conclusions drawn could produce recommendations or be presented as legitimate arguments for or against routine arming of all police officers in England and Wales. A key question to be answered throughout this dissertation is whether the police are currently fit for purpose to effectively manage their own safety as well as the publics safety given that they are not routinely armed, and would routine arming make them more effective by measure of reducing criminality, increasing police officer retention, and increasing public safety and perception of the police? 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Research will be conducted for the purpose of answering the following sub-questions that are unearthed by addressing the research topic; 
· Are the police currently fit for purpose to effectively manage their own safety given that they are not routinely armed, and would this change if they were?
· Are the police currently fit for purpose to manage the public’s safety given that they are not routinely armed, and would this change if they were?
· Would routine arming of police in England and Wales improve officer retention numbers? Why, or why not?
· Would routine arming of the police in England and Wales reduce criminality and increase public safety in the public’s perception? Why, or why not?

Ultimately, all available literature that can be gathered and consumed within a reasonable timeframe will be utilised to produce the end result, which will hopefully be answers to the above questions and ideally produce recommendations or arguments for or against the routine arming of police in England and Wales. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

From conducting a trawl of the available literature to be used as part of the research into the topic, there appears to be numerous government-produced datasets and reports into contentious issues such as knife crime and firearm crime. There also seems to be literature available that is produced by the Police Federation for England and Wales, whereby they have conducted surveys among police officers regarding routine arming.

Additionally, there are various books written by police officers who were routinely armed for the majority of their police service, and have participated in police shootings while on duty, such as Lethal Force by Anthony Long (Long, 2016). Whilst it is recognised that sources such as this could be biased, it is still literature worth considering due to its first-hand nature that can be compared to facts produced by the government and police forces and used to prove or disprove arguments within the research project. 

It is worth noting that the state of current existing research that could achieve the objectives stated within this proposal does seem to be quite lacklustre. There is not enough information of an academic nature that delves into routine arming of police in England and Wales, yet there is plenty material available in a somewhat ‘informal’ and underdeveloped (in the academic sense) format. This material will have to be evaluated and scrutinised, but some of it may be useful to aid the research project, although it must be accepted that some will be unsuitable for use, such as disreputable media sources. 

There is thus a notable gap in qualitative and quantitative research. This research project aims to bridge that gap and provide meaningful research that is presented in a digestible manner, which could be read by a member of the public and used as a legitimate aid when they ask themselves the question: “Should all police be routinely armed in England and Wales?”


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To achieve the aims of this research project, it will be imperative to produce perhaps several surveys, but at least two. It will be vital to hear from police officers in isolation on certain issues, and then members of the public for those same issues. 

This research project will need to be constantly evaluated to identify gaps within the research, and I will take the approach of being robust yet flexible enough with my methodology to adapt to these gaps and generate surveys or adopt other methods of research to meet the aims of the research project. 
Surveys are best suited to the project as they allow for the gathering of data from audiences which can be targeted, such as police officers only or members of the public only. They will also allow targeted questions to be put together, and some may be simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ questions, but others may be free text for the gathering of opinions. Given the lack of quantitative data surrounding the specific issues discussed within the project, gathering this would allow it to be applied specifically to the project’s aims and assist with answering the proposed questions within.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Target sample for the surveys will have to be addressed on an ongoing basis as the research project progresses, especially if there are identified gaps in the quantitative or qualitative data that could be addressed. However, intended sample will be a mixture of police officers and members of the public.

It is reasonable to suggest that some experts or persons whose opinion may aid with the project greatly may not be reachable or willing to participate in the research. For example, gathering an opinion from a Chief Constable on the matter of routine arming may be difficult, but could be attempted if the need arises during the research project. 

General questionnaires will be used to gauge perspectives from members of the public and also police officers. The questionnaire will be disseminated through appropriate channels that can be identified, such as through the universities contacts or contacts within a police force who can aid with surveys. It would be beneficial to also distribute this survey among the general public to try and catch a wider audience to participate. 

It will be important to include within any questionnaire certain questions surrounding demographics, to attempt to ensure diversity among a wider range of respondents.  



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not foresee any ethical issues, other than surveys or questionnaires having the potential to be ‘leading’ or have a non-diverse pool of respondents, and thus not be representative of the public as a whole. This would be addressed by ensuring questions presented to sample participants are ethical and structured correctly, as well as gathering relevant demographical data to ensure diversity among respondents.




	TIME SCALE:

September 1st 2023 - October 14th 2023
· Consider and design survey/questionnaire for dissemination to ‘police officer in England or Wales’ respondents. 
· Consider and design survey/questionnaire for dissemination to ‘member of the public’ respondents. 

October 15th 2023 
· Disseminate and open survey/questionnaire to ‘police officer in England or Wales’ respondents. 
· Disseminate and open survey/questionnaire to ‘member of the public’ respondents.

November 6th 2023
· Submission of ‘literature review’ chapter of research project.  

December 15th 2023
· Closure of survey/questionnaire to ‘police officer in England or Wales’ respondents. 
· Closure of survey/questionnaire to ‘member of the public’ respondents. 

December 18th 2023
· Submission of ‘research methodology & planning’ chapter of research project. 

December 16th 2023 – January 25th 2024
· Collation of survey/questionnaire results from ‘police officer in England or Wales’ respondents and analysis. 
· Collation of survey/questionnaire results from ‘member of the public’ respondents and analysis. 
· Both sets of results for each survey/questionnaire will be produced into a suitable, usable format such as chart/graph following collation. 

January 26th 2024 – February 1st 2024
· Read over both sets of results for each survey/questionnaire, proof-read and factor these in to research project prior to submission of ‘analysis of results’ chapter of research project. 

February 5th 2024
· Submission of ‘analysis of results’ chapter of research project. 

March 11th 2024 
· Submission of ‘findings & conclusion’ chapter of research project. 

April 8th 2024
· Submission of final research project with any alterations/contingencies factored in and completed. 

Note: The constant timeline will be under constant monitoring/re-evaluation in the event that more surveys/questionnaires are required, or alterations are required. This is why large blocks of time are allowed for each stage to allow for contingencies. 
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