Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill (2016)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill was introduced into the National Assembly for Wales on the 12th of December 2016 by Alun Davies, the Minister for Lifelong Learning and Welsh Language. The Bill was built on what already works well in the current system, but at the same time provides for a new legislative system by supporting every child and young people who are diagnosed as having additional learning needs and are aged 0-25. However, the current law provides aid to children and young people until the age of 19.
 The new system would replace the current separate system for Special Educational Needs (SEN) framework in schools, and the term of children and young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LDD) in further education with an improved system based on Additional Learning Needs (ALN). 
The Welsh Government realised that the current system which is based on a model introduced more than 30 years ago requires changes to meet all children and young people's learning needs in Wales. The main issue why the system needs to be changed is due to the lack of support given to children and young people needed within education. Frequently their needs are found too late, or even the support is given delayed. Another issue is that they often are not included enough in their environment because they are having difficulties to understand and solve problems. However, the financial support represents an important factor as well. 
By taking in consideration the Bill plan, within Additional Learning Needs (ALN) system not only the children and young people would receive help but also whose are facing with difficulties in controlling behaviour, not attending school for short or even long-term period because of illness or changing school frequently. Being a young carer or having difficult family situation may prevent them from further education unless they receive additional support. During learning, many children are facing with several problems and difficulties such as reading, writing, understanding, seeing, hearing, communication, having physical disability what can prevent them in attending a local school or college or even being bullied. The ALN system would try to provide for all the disadvantaged children and young people the right support, to help them to move to college after school where the same support will be given and by taking in consideration their needs, views, wishes and feelings. To ensure that every child and young people with ALN will receive the appropriate assistance, local authorities, nurseries, schools, colleges, health services, social services and parents will work together.
By following The Bill plan, it will provide for all pupils and young people with ALN an individual development plan, including their required needs to be able to learn and what steps will be made for being supported properly in educational institutions. In decisions making for this plan, the children's parents, the partners from health and social services must be involved what will affect maintained schools. This is called Multi-agency collaboration. Nevertheless, the plan will be written by the local authority and school. Throughout giving learning support, the children's individual development plan will be followed by nursery, school and college. The Bill requires the Welsh Government to create an ALN Code for the purpose to provide more information about how the assessments and decisions about provisions performed by focusing on Bill's framework.  On 14th of February 2017, the Welsh Government provided the Committee with a practical draft of the Code to support stakeholders information access into Stage 1. By informing from the National Assembly for Wales official website, the Bill currently is at Stage 3. However, the Welsh Government has to face with several disagreements concerning to Bill, which requires further elaboration and clarification in order to be based on mandatory law. Most of the people asked for assurance of necessary capacity of the workforce and fundings will be offered. The main concern raised by people was to make an absolute clarification within the Bill and Code because easily can be interpreted differently and applied inconsistently. Many stakeholders considered the importance of apprenticeship, the studying based on work and also Higher Education. The people are interested in clear criteria for Individual Development Plan (IDP), and would like to ensure, that children with ALN will receive further help if it is required, such as an educational psychologist. When the people do not agree with the plan, even if their children have ALN, the local authorities have to provide information to parents and children to understand the plan and to ensure that the plan works in practice. The parents and children if still do not agree with the decisions made, they can appeal if the child attends a school. In turn, they cannot appeal if they attend college at the moment, but The Welsh Government is planning to make it possible to appeal in colleges as well. The Local Authorities have to pay for children and young adults to go to school funded by local authorities. This happens if the local school or college cannot give them the right support.
By summarising the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill, the big step for helping children and young people with extra learning support, it does affect schools, colleges, social services, health services in a positive way.
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