Describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing

Evidence based policing (EBP) follows the idea that we can look at many theories behind why and how people commit crimes in society like rape, theft or murder and can use them to develop and test strategies in the field to reduce the likelihood of those crimes to be committed. 

The first and one of the most famous theories associated with classical criminology is known as Rational Choice Theory developed by criminologists Clarke and Cornish (1986). Rational choice theory describes that people rationalise, using the hedonic calculous in the brain, whether to commit crimes by weighing up things like the potential risk of things like harm, being caught and punished or likelihood of a failure in the attempt to commit a crime against the potential for benefit and individual gain from committing that crime. Criminals will then try to calculate ways to maximise benefits and reduce the risk of harm.
[bookmark: _Int_WNyng3D8]Another theory of classical criminology is the idea of Routine Activity developed by Cohen and Felson (1979). This theory suggests that criminals will commit crimes when three elements are present, a suitable target for example a house that may hold things of much monetary value, a motivated offender who may wish to burgle this house in order to steal these things and sell them for their own financial gain, and finally the absence of capable guardians to a potential target such as a house outside of town where there is a lower police presence or the absence of the owners of the home will increase the likelihood of that home to be targeted by motivated offenders.

[bookmark: _Int_FJ83kwIs]So, EBP aims to look at these types of theories that explain why people commit crimes and use them to develop strategies and models in order to aid in the reduction of the commission of these crimes.

One approach to tackling crime is problem-oriented policing (POP) developed by Herman Goldstein (1979) and is an approach to tackling criminality that involves the identification of a specific problem, analysis to understand the problem, development of a tailored response and finally the assessment of the effects the implemented response to the initial problem. POP according to the College of Policing (2017) “assumes that by identifying and understanding the root causes of a problem… the solution developed to tackle it will be effective” and through this approach to policing some models of crime tackling have been developed. 

The first important model is known as the SARA model outlined by Spelman and Eck (1987) and involves 4 main steps, scanning, analysis, response and assessment. The first step is to scan for and understand what a potential problem may be, as an example there could be a spike in assaults in a certain area of a town, secondly it would be used to look at the underlying issues potentially affecting the problem, so if we take the example of assaults in one highlighted area, one reason SARA may consider as reasons these crimes happen is due to issues like low level lighting in that area, maybe the particular location is secluded or outside of a major city or town, next SARA would be used to come up with some forms of response by developing tactics and strategies to aid in the reduction of these assaults by implementing things like CCTV in that area or increasing police presence, and finally an assessment would be conducted to measure the impact the tactics had on the problem, so whether or not the implemented tactics or instruments have had any effect on reducing crime or increasing public satisfaction in the police. 
This SARA model of policing can be seen to be based on some of the principles of the previously mentioned theory of rational choice, and believes that if we look at this theory and understand why people choose to commit crimes by weighing up the benefits of committing crime with the potential risk of getting caught using the hedonic calculous and chose whether or not to continue in the commission of that crime, that we can adapt this theory to develop strategies like SARA to help reduce crime. 

Another important model of crime reduction is Hotspot Policing which involves specifically allocating police resources to places where crime is concentrated (Lum and Koper, 2017)
It is theorised that if half of all serious crime takes place in only 5% of a jurisdiction's locations (Pierce et al., 1988) that by prioritising police focus and resources on these types of areas where crime is most popular like focusing more regular, short police patrols in one smaller area  of crime, can make the police more effective in dealing with crime reduction by using a tailored, problem-solving approach instead of general patrols (Braga et al., 2012). 
This model of Hot spot policing is a result of the application of Cohen and Felson's theory of routine activity. This theory looks at potential targets, offenders and potential guardians to that suitable target so that we can use the strategy of hotspot policing to aid in crime reduction. 
If we understand what can classify as a suitable target to offenders by looking at that targets ability to be removable, available, valuable or disposable to them such as a purse or wallet in somebodies' bag as well as considering things potentially protecting those targets from being taken, damaged or destroyed by criminals using routine activity theory we can put things in place using the model of hotspot policing to reduce the likelihood of these crimes occurring by increasing the risk criminals in those criminological areas will be caught, such as increasing police patrols, introducing CCTV and improving lighting and visibility of that area.

To put all this into practice we can take Rational Choice Theory (RCT) to explain why people commit the crime of Burglary and then use RCT and apply it to the SARA policing model to explain how we can reduce the likelihood of a potential burglary happening.  
A person according to the Theft Act (1968) is guilty of burglary if they enter “any building or part of a building as a trespasser with intent to... steal or attempt to steal anything in that building”. 
 
Clarke and Cornish would theorise that criminals will look for the potential for gain or benefit of committing such a crime as burglary by looking at things like the number of valuables kept within the home such as clothes, jewelry, electronic devices and so on, or how expensive the home or other homes in the neighborhood look as it may equate to higher level valuables within them, and weigh them up against the potential risk of harm or negative consequence of being caught on things like CCTV, being seen by neighbors which could be based on the proximity of the nearer houses, nearby roads or layout of the estate or road the house lays in or simply the light level around the house and will use the hedonic calculus to decide whether or not to continue in the commission of the crime of burlgary. 

Now we understand using, RCT, why people may choose to commit the crimes of burglary by weighing the risks of being caught with the potential for benefit by committing a burglary we can use the applied policing tactic of the SARA model to understand how we can potentially reduce the risk of that crime of burglary to occur. 
The first step of SARA is to scan an area to identify a potential problem. To do this we can look at things like the Office for National Statistics (2020) that shows us that 582 burglaries occurred between March 2019 and March of 2020. We can look at things like these crime statistics or levels of police recorded crime in a specific area, for example according to South Wales Police (2023) there were 12 burglaries in the area of Swansea city center in January 2023, so we can use these crime maps to identify a potential issue of burglary spikes. 
Secondly, following SARA, we would analyse anything affecting these crimes or allowing these crimes to happen by looking at potential things making these houses more victimizable to burglary than others. Examples of these things can include low lighting around the area the house resides that would make it harder for a criminal to be seen by others during the attempt of a burglary, the security of the homes around the area where the spike is seen like the conditions of locks on doors and windows, whether the homeowners keep windows open in the night giving more access to criminals or a lower known police presence in the area of these targeted homes.
The next step after analysing the potential problems that allow criminals greater opportunity to commit these burglaries is to develop a tailored response to these issues in an attempt to reduce the number of burglaries. RCT tells us that criminals will look at the possible risks associated with committing crimes and compare them to the benefits of the crime if it were to be successfully carried out, so if we use this and combine it with the R for response in the sara model we can implement tactics and instruments such as police patrols, increased lighting, having talks with nearby homeowners about home security to increase the risk criminals may be caught for attempting to burgle any more homes, we can discourage offenders from committing these crimes due to that higher risk

Finally, the police and other agencies would assess and understand the impact these implemented strategies have had on the impact of crime in that area, in this case of course we would look for a reduction in the number of burglaries in our targeted area, this would likely be done overtime by recording the amount of burglary incidents reported over the course of weeks or having talks with people in the area on how they feel about the implemented responses. 

However, we must evaluate and consider the potential flaws and strengths with the theories on which the SARA and Hotspot policing models are based on as well as the idea of evidence-based policing as a whole to understand and measure the effectiveness of this approach to policing. 
One such criticism of EBP according to Pietroluongo (2020) is that evidence-based policing will only be as good as the research itself and so if that research is not conducted thorough enough then neither will be the strategies and tactics that the research is based upon as its stated that “scientific research is susceptible to human error” or that they “aren't always observed as they should be”. This could potentially lead to future harm to the reputation of the police as well as to the public these invalid, unsupported tactics are applied on, as they can cause more harm than good.

On the other hand, if the research into issues is conducted thoroughly and is valid then EBP can have a positive impact on society and how it's policed effectively as a “number of studies … demonstrate that problem solving approach can be utilized to address a variety of police concerns” effectively. This therefore tells us that the use of EBP is fully supported by evidence of many studies including Cordiner (1986), Eck and Spelman (1987) and Braga et al (2001) according to Petersen et al (2020)
In conclusion, EBP is a problem-solving approach to policing that researches and tackles the root causes of crime rather than deal with each individual case and has overall had a positive impact on policing since its introduction and has many studies that support the use of and evidence-based approach to crime tackling in the Uk.
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