Legal Issues – Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry  

Student name : Mihai Iulian Draghici
Student ID number : 2235443
Module title: Business Skills BMIH4001 
Lecturer name : Lan Zhang
Word Count : 408













To protect guests and workers, fire safety is a vital part of the hotel business. Employers and building owners in the UK must assess and manage fire risk under the Regulation Reform (Fire Safety) Order of 2005 (RRFSO). Failure to comply with the RRFSO can lead to fines, jail time, and reputational damage.
Hotel Designs (2023) states that to comply with the RRFSO; hotels must follow specific necessary fire safety standards. Some of these are frequent fire risk assessments, installing and maintaining fire safety gear, and training staff on fire safety. Every hotel room and the public area should have fire safety equipment such as fire alarms, fire extinguishers, and sprinkler systems to detect and extinguish fires fast. Hoteliers should also stay current on fire safety guidelines and requirements. As Baker (2019) highlighted, England's post-construction fire safety laws are changing; therefore, building owners and operators must ensure their constructions comply. After the Grenfell Tower fire, the UK government tightened cladding material restrictions, and hoteliers must comply (BBC News, 2018).
In addition, high-rise structures, common in the hotel industry, require careful engineering for fire safety. In order to ensure that their structures are built to reduce the risk of fire and that the necessary safeguards are in place to contain and extinguish fires, building owners and operators should consult with fire safety engineers (Zhang, Jiang and Q. Li, 2018).
Furthermore, hotel workers must be appropriately trained in fire safety. Hotel workers should share the construction industry's attitude that fire prevention is a shared duty. Workers should be trained in evacuation and fire safety processes and where to obtain and use fire safety equipment (Mohamed et al., 2019).
Finally, fire safety rules must be communicated to visitors. According to (gov. UK) 2008, hotels shall inform guests of fire exits and assembly areas and publish clear instructions on how to escape the building in the event of a fire. Fire extinguishers and alarms should be demonstrated to guests in hotels.
In conclusion, fire safety is vital to the hotel sector, and following the law protects guests and personnel. Building owners and operators should constantly assess fire risk, ensure fire safety equipment is installed and maintained, engage with fire safety engineers, train staff, and teach visitors how to use fire extinguishers (Anumba and Bishop, 1997). Fire safety violations can result in fines and jail time for hotels, damaging their reputations. So, hoteliers must prioritise fire safety to protect customers, employees, and operations.
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