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Chapter 5 – Conclusion. Recommendation and Limitations

5.0 Introduction

The preceding chapters of this dissertation have systematically advanced the research project through its introductory, theoretical, methodological, and analytical stages. The most recent chapter has critically examined and interpreted the findings derived from primary data, collected through qualitative interviews. Throughout the dissertation it has set out clear objectives that have been achieved. 

This chapter will provide conclusions of the research question; “How do the advantages and disadvantages of police taser use effect its ethical justification in the role of being a police officer?”. 

This chapter will also discuss and highlight the limitations surrounding this topic and discuss areas for future academic research surrounding the topic. 


5.1 Achievement of Research Objectives

1) Outline the Advantages and Disadvantages of Police officers being upskilled and trained as a taser trained officers.

The advantages and disadvantages of police taser use were outlined in Chapter 4 successfully. 


2) Explore the ethical challenges of taser being used as a use of force within Policing.

This was explored successfully in Chapter two of the dissertation after gaps were identified in Chapter 2 of the dissertation, with the use of qualitative interviews from police officers being the most appropriate. 


3) Analyse how tasers are being used within policing effectively and how officers decided when to use taser.

This objective was achieved in Chapter 4 of the dissertation. During Chapter 4 an analysis of data was discussed and analysed successfully. 


4) Identify which ethical principles support taser use within policing and what opposes its use. 

Objective 4 was achieved successfully during the identification of ethical principles during chapter two of the dissertation and also through the further analysis during Chapter 4. 


5.2 Findings
The findings of this research project discussed during this chapter both support and go against the literature analysed during Chapter 2 of the dissertation.

Firstly, as a result of the responses received through the questionnaire. It was found that many responses referred to issues surrounding poor training and lack of training contribute to the taser being used unethically. This was a common factor discussed throughout Chapter 2 meaning that the majority of participants agreed with Adam and Jennison (2007). 

Secondly, the media does not impact the justification on taser use. This was not supported by academic research from Donoghue (2018). However, through primary data collected through questionnaires with participants of the research stating that they disagree that media use effects an officers justification when using taser. Instead, the primary data highlighted that the level of threat, environment, training and confidence are major impact factors in the justification of officers when using taser ethically. 

Lastly, there are more advantages to taser use than disadvantages within policing. This finding can be concluded due to there being more advantages provided when completing academic research with Roberts (2024) strongly agreeing with this. Furthermore, the primary data collected also supports this as 80% of 20 participants agree that taser is ethical as a less lethal weapon in policing. Furthermore, 100% of 20 participants provided benefits of taser use with 70% of the participants stating that tasers major benefit was officer safety, 20% of the participants stating it reduces the risk of injury and 10% of participants stating taser can be used as a deterrent. 

5.3 Recommendations
These recommendations are derived from the insights gained throughout the research projects discoveries, findings and questionnaires.

Firstly, due to a range of different answers provided by the participants regarding polices surrounding taser use and the ethical justification of taser use.  It identified a recommendation for the establishment independent oversight bodies or boards that regularly review taser use policies, training and incidents were taser is used to ensure accountability and to ensure its being used ethically. 

Secondly, police forces should engage in open dialogue with communities regarding taser use practices and policies to work towards building trust and to address any concerns that members of the public may have. 

Lastly, there needs to be an increases in mandatory comprehensive data collection every time a taser is used by a police officer. This should include a subjects behaviour, the officers justification for use, the outcome of the incident and any injuries suffered by any person involved. This will ensure accountability, promote ethical decision making and allow for taser incidents to be analysed critically and inform taser policy moving forward. 
5.4 Limitations 
The biggest limitation to this research project is the amount of available police officer participants. Due to the participants being current serving police officers, there were many limitations and difficulties regarding the obtaining of data using the questionnaire due to them having lack of free time.

Furthermore, another limitation of the research project has been the size of the project itself. This research project is of an undergraduate level and there were a variety of different areas within the research project that could be considered and explored within my research. However, due to restrictions with the word count these areas were not explored. 

5.5 Future Research
Due to the participant size being small due to limitations, the qualitative data analysed during this project was also small. Although, if further research were to be completed in the future, a research project of a larger group of police officers across different forces would provide a wider range of data and understanding regarding the topic of taser use. 

5.6 Conclusion 
This research project successfully met its aims and objectives. It also addressed the research question of “How do the advantages and disadvantages of police taser use effect its ethical justification in the role of being a police officer?” and provided the reader with a wider understanding of taser use within policing. 
This dissertation has explored key finding, academic research and primary data collected surrounding the ethical justification of taser use with numerous factors being considered and analysed throughout to draw up conclusions. 
This was a goal throughout the research project, with Chapter 1 introducing the research project surrounding taser and providing a rationale of the project, Chapter 2 gathered existing academic research, data and conclusions on the topic, Chapter 3 outlined the analysis model selected for the research project, with Chapter 4 and 5 presenting the finding gathered, the limitations identified and provided recommendations. 
To conclude this dissertation, throughout the research project it has been highlighted that there are numerous factors that impact the ethical justification of taser use within policing. Although, the research project has identified gaps in research in this area that identifies the room for further research that can be done to better discuss this topic. 
