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‘What do we remember? Using at least three examples, discuss the social, political and historical aspects of commemoration.’



What is commemoration? According to the Oxford Dictionary (2017) commemoration means “commemorating a dead person or past event”. So this means that commemoration is not simply to remember, but also to observe or to turn observation towards a particular event or person. Commemorating something can have a different impact on the public. The act of commemorating can either be a delightful experience that opens up historical occasions in a way that it makes a personal impact, or it can help progress or renew relationships among opposing groups that is beneficial to a society that comes together to bring conflicting opinions of history together. However, commemoration can also be challenging or painful. Commemoration can be used to increase the boundaries between groups, which causes further disagreement. This essay will discuss how we remember and the aspects of commemoration through the example of Aberfan and how it chose to remember a disaster that wiped out 144 of the small Welsh village’s population. 

There can be agreements and disagreements when it comes to memorials, such as memorials that involve the war, they create something that will represent what had happened to peoples loved ones, but the outcome will be that there is war still happening. Susan Crane, associate professor of history of the University of Arizona discussed on the website, Futurity “It’s a place where you can go and think about a person you lost or a cause you cared about or an important event. If enough people care about the same thing, they can also gather there with a common purpose. I think the impulse is wanting to externalize the memory and the caring into some kind of physical object.” (Crane, 2017). Even though people spend so much on memorials, it is a welcoming object that you can go to: something external, outside your own head, but also it can be a pretty strong and special connection, so they would put a lot of money into the piece.
 “Each memorial is unique. It represents that community’s chosen method of remembrance whether it be a cenotaph, plaque or more utilitarian example such a bus shelter or hospital. The names of those recorded on a memorial may only be remembered on that monument making it important to preserve it to commemorate that individual’s sacrifice “ (Warmemorials.org, 2017).
This would suggest that to memorialise something is to externalise the person or event that is no longer there to experience in the real world. It is an extension of the person made solid in a commemorative object. Allowing the person or event to be held in time for the purposes of remembering. Thus, a memorial is not placed for the departed person but rather is for those remaining who wish to commemorate or remember. In this sense, commemoration is what Raymond Williams (1974) would call a ‘Cultural Activity’.   
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I thought I would discuss a bit more about local commemorations in Wales or memorials to do with welsh people. Firstly, the Aberfan Disaster (see Figure 1) The Sun (2017) says that it occurred on October 21, 1966. Masses of heavy black coal, water and shale slid down from Mynydd Merthyr had consumed the village and most of the school children at Pantglas Junior School of Aberfan, which ‘116 children and 28 adults lost their lives as they were crushes or drowned in coal slurry’ The Sun (2017). After the disaster in 1967 they had 90,000 contributing which had a total of £1.6 million and the fund overall was worth £1.75 million overall.  There was a controversy throughout the village, where a few people expressed concern about the waste and wrote letters to the National Coal Board but the warnings the National Coal Board had off the people in the village but the warnings were not noticed. From the very few classmate survivors, an eight-year-old Jeff Edwards was the final survivor of the incident. The Sun (2017) says that Jeff Edwards was ‘pinned next to a dead girl from his class, with her head next to his face’ for two hours, Mr Edwards explains how he can ‘still see her sometimes’ and that he still has ‘nightmares and sometimes suffer from deep bouts of depression’. The aftermath of the whole disaster can cause disturbance or long-term trauma to a person, especially when the incident happened at such a young age. Another victim of the tragedy Mirror (2017) was ‘the only boy who lived through it’ and was then ‘asked to leave Aberfan’ because the other parents were seeing that child on the street after the disaster and it was full of reminders of what they had lost and that they could not see their children again.     Figure 1: Aberfan Disaster 


This two-year contract involved the staged replacement of the weathered original masonry with new polished Pearl White granite – the re-engraving of all inscriptions and the erection of additional archways. Restoration and refurbishment work was carried out on the Memorial Garden walling, steps and utility building (Mossfords, 2017).
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Figure 2 shows the memorial of the Gresford mining disaster, on 22nd September 1934,  an explosion 
happened in a Denbighshire, Wales in the Dennis section of Gresford Colliery, Figure 2: Gresford Mining Memorial 


[bookmark: _GoBack]which is according to (Riseuplikethesun.tripod.com, 2017) ‘one of the deepest pits in the North Wales coalfields’. Wrexham.com (2017) say about the ‘265 miners lost their lives due to a massive explosion’ but then ‘253 bodies remained entombed where they died’ in the Dennis section. As it was such a immense explosion (Riseuplikethesun.tripod.com, 2017) say about how the numerous of miners who had been ‘flung across the pit roads, some of them dying instantly’ but then there were other miners that ‘were burnt alive, gassed, asphyxiated or crushed to death’, only six men survived the explosion and were able ‘to escape from the Dennis section by climbing from the pit bottom by ladder’ Clwydfhs.org.uk (2012) and also ‘relief funds were set up by the Mayor of Wrexham, the Lord Lieutenant of Denbighshire and the Lord Mayor of London’ having a overall amount of ‘£500,00 for the dependents of the victims’. But after an investigation opened up in 1934 and underlined about the ‘management failures, lack of safety measures, bad working practice and poor ventilation in the pit’ they had still reopened Gresford Colliery just after six months that the tragedy had happened, ‘resuming in January 1936’ Clwydfhs.org.uk (2012). Then in 1973 Gresford Colliery finally closed down and ‘developed as an industrial estate’ Denbighshire Archives (2017). For the memorial of the Gresford Colliery Disaster, Hiraeth.wales (2017) describe that ‘it was constructed using a wheel from the old pit-head winding gear’ shown in figure 2, also the Gresford Colliery memorial has a biography, Archaeodeath (2017) describe that it ‘was established in 1982, with a 2000 memorial plague with the names of all those who lost their lives’. Many miners lost their lives that day, about ‘800 children lost their fathers and more then 200 women lost their partners on that fateful day’ Denbighshire Archives (2017). Eventually they had stopped the rescued challenges on ‘Sunday evening officially at 7.45pm’. 



[image: ]Figure 3 shows the memorial garden, which has been modernised as part of a service to consider the 16 victims who lost their lives. On 2nd November 1925, BBC News (2017) described that ‘when two damn burst’ it had sent ‘a torrent of water and boulders crashing down towards the village below’.  Also describing that the ‘flooding was triggered by a failure of the Eigiau Dam’ which was owned by Aluminium Corporation. The water had engulfed through the main road, flooding away the houses, to the churches, butcher’s, sweet shop and also the water mains according to BBC News (2017). BBC News (2017) discuss about the ‘Investigation led to improve construction requirements for dams in the UK’ which is part of the ‘Reservoirs (Safety Provisions) Act in 1930’, it also describes that the ‘safety of reservoirs’ was updated in 1975.  In honour of the victims that have tragically lost their lives in the Doigarrog Dam they created a special memorial walk. BBC News (2017) ‘the £60,000 trail was opened in 2004, explaining the tragic story to walkers visiting the area’.  When people walk and trail through, it is where the water went down through the village ‘past the boulders brought down from the damaged dam’. To create the memorial of the Dolgarrog damn, BBC New (2017) say that the community ‘received over £22,000 in grants to renovate a garden and walk’. Coming together as a community always makes the memorial more heart felt. According to BBC News (2017) that the inquest into the lives lost at Dolgarrog returned as an ‘accidental death’ and also Ralph Freeman had claimed ‘that this foundation had not been sufficiently deep’.  			Figure 3: Dolgarrog Dam Memorial 





In conclusion I have researched about a few Welsh based disasters that have memorials after the incident to commemorate the one that family members and friends had lost in the tragedy, I decided to revolve it around local based areas because it would have a bit more meaning towards It. So overall I have written about the Aberfan Disaster and that the memorials are pearl-white archways of every person that has lost their lives due to masses of heavy black coal and several of other things. Secondly, I written about Gresford Mining Memorial and about the miners who had died from an explosion, then after the incident, they used the wheel from the old pit-head winding gear to create a piece of memorial, to show the remembrance of each men. Lastly, the Dolgarrog Dam flooding, where 10 adults and 6 children lost their lives and they created a walkway leading through where the flooded took over down the village. Overall how we remember something always seems to an object or a place when you can go and physically look at instead of being stuck in your brain, we remember things from a memory, a picture or an object. But when a big disaster happens, taking away many lives of people, usually people come together or the government will fund to have a memorial and when a disaster happens, it brings families and friends together for the lives of others, to respect the lives they have lived. Memorials can influence the society, to make them suddenly aware of the disasters and health and safety risk that they needs to. But on the other hand, you have many memorials about the soldiers and war, you would think with all the trauma it causes and the loss of a loved one, or even when soldiers come out of war, they still have traumatic experiences and mental health issues, but in the end there is still war happening, still many traumas and losses.  
How we choose to remember the past and what influence memorialisation can have on the way a society moves forward from trauma and loss. When memorials become part of our surrounding landscapes and anniversaries are included in annual routines, it is easily assumed that memorials are unchanging. (University of Cambridge, 2017)


Celebrating a death does not always have to be an unhappy commemoration, we have learned that memorials evolve over time to suit new social and political needs. It is suggested that ‘54% wanted their funeral to be a “celebration of life”’, people want to ‘rejoice in memories of the deceased’s triumphs’ according to BBC News 2017. 
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