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Schools are everchanging, with a new curriculum being implemented by 2022 schools will have to change even more. Teachers and staff will then have to learn, overcome and adapt to these new changes, but teachers will still have beliefs and assumptions on what it means to be a teacher that will not change. This applies to me as well because my main beliefs and assumptions are:
· A class should follow constructivist learning.
I believe that following Piaget's theory of constructivism is the most optimal way for students to learn in school. A teacher should emphasise on creating experiences and connections for the student to develop physical, emotional, cognitive and social skills. It is also a great way for communities and families to influence teaching and learning because the community could tell students about their job, how it effects the community and what students could do in school to learn these skills. This will create a greater sense of community as it will establish bonds and make students think how each person gives to the wider community to help each other.
· Support from home is linked to a student’s progression in school.
I believe that parent’s engagement in their children’s academic lives will greatly benefit them in achieving the best in school and help the student develop passion, success and love for learning. Two-way communication between parents and teachers is key for helping students on a personal and classroom level that will enable them to reach their academic potential. Teachers can help parents with student’s homework and knowing the student’s family life can help the teacher prepare lessons that will better fit the student’s needs.
· Welsh did not play a major role in a school.
I assumed that Welsh would not be a major part of the school curriculum and it would not be until 2022 when the new curriculum, Successful Futures, rolls out that it would have a big part of learning for students. This assumption mainly comes from my personal experience with the school system in Wales because Welsh was always seen as a second language and rarely used in and outside school.

[bookmark: _Toc32351114]Constructivist learning

Before going through this module, I connected more to this type of teaching because at a foundation phase level I would personally not want a quiet classroom with the teacher giving a lecture. Instead, I would want a constructivist type of learning, Robertshawe summed up the theory as “humans construct knowledge and meaning from their experiences.” (2018) This theory is put into effect at my placement school through teachers facilitating students’ inquiry, making them find solutions on their own and continue having conversations with students to engage their interest and not to be an answer book for the students. 
After spending 4 days in school it has reinforced my belief that constructivist learning is a good way of learning. This was seen through the topic they are studying called Ethical, Informed Citizens, this is about how the students can learn to be good citizens of Wales and the World. This is one of Successful Futures four purposes of the curriculum, it aims to make students understand their human and democratic responsibilities but also consider the impact of their choices and how it effects the larger community and the planet. Recycling was a topic they did, and the teacher asked them how they could help the school recycle more, they went into groups and discussed. A group decided to transform the role play area in all of foundation phase into a recycling plant where they could roleplay as citizens that recycle. They all worked together to transform the role play area so they could use it as a group or on their own whenever they like. This will help them learn what items are recyclable and what is not. 
Throughout this topic the key emphasis was working together, this goes with Vygotsky’s theory, McLeod (2018) summarised it as “cognitive development stems from social interactions from guided learning.” They have built new social and cognitive skills through working together with little input from the teacher and have created a place where they can make new experiences either in a group or on their own. This further reinforced my view on constructivist learning because then the school could invite people that work in recycling plants in the community to come in and talk to the students bringing the sense of community to the classroom.
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I have always believed that parent involvement in school leads to a higher chance of student success, this is now heavily reinforced by my placement school and studies I have read. Henderson (1995) notes that when schools work together with families for support, children tend to succeed not just in school, but throughout life. But the benefits don’t stop there, families and teachers also benefit. Parents gain more confidence in school, are more comfortable to help their children learn at home and teacher morale increases with support from parents. This can all be backed up by my own experience in placement.
When a new topic is introduced the students are asked what they have learnt and what things they did and didn’t like about it. The student’s parents are asked to come into school and sit with their children, the students are asked what they want to learn next. The parent supports their children and suggests what they should learn in class and get a head start on how they could teach this at home, this is called Epic Planning. This activity allows families and the community to get involved in the school and help guide what the students are learning. This creates bonds between teachers and parents that will ensure that learning does not stop when students leave school but continues when they get home. This commitment to learning that the parents and student go through has a noticeable effect in school because the parents that did show up to Epic Planning correlates with their children’s attendance. As Sheldon (2015) states a strong relationship between teachers and families are associated with academic success and an improved attendance with 2.7 fewer days absent on average. Student’s attendance was higher in my placement school with parents that would engage in education through Epic Planning or support groups within the school.
The placement school I’m in school is situated in the suburbs of Swansea, in a ward called Penderry. Penderry is Swansea’s most deprived ward, the deprivation of the local area is seen in the school with 35% of students are eligible for free school meals, compared to the national average of 16%. (Welsh Government, 2019) This means without a support system that includes the school and family, students could be doing academically worse and not reaching their maximum potential. This is why parent sessions called “Mindfulness and Well-Being for Parents” (Cadle Primary School, 2019) have been introduced to the school to help parents take up strategies that will support them to carry on the learning at home and what resources and strategies they could use to aid their learning.
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My belief that Welsh wouldn’t play a major part in schools until 2022 was heavily challenged by my time in placement. The school is English medium but that does not stop them speaking Welsh everyday throughout each day. This is one step closer to the Welsh government’s goal of having “one million Welsh speakers by 2050.” (Welsh Government, 2016) The most effective way of reaching this goal is to support schools across Wales to get the new generation to develop Welsh skills from an early age so they can communicate, converse and understand Welsh. This is a big part of Successful Futures with the curriculum focusing on “‘The future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people.” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 24) After discussing the role of Welsh in school with teachers my belief was put into question again because they were excited to introduce new ways of teaching through Welsh. An example I saw was having a PE lesson taught entirely in Welsh, intending to weave in Welsh into every subject to enhance a Welsh identity and increase the spread of Welsh culture through school which can expand into the home and world. This is strengthened by a report stating, “Most children make suitable progress in speaking and listening to Welsh in the Foundation Phase, children have a positive attitude towards learning Welsh.” (Estyn, 2013, p. 12) When talking to children about Welsh they did not have negative feelings towards it and enjoyed speaking the language making the Welsh government’s goal of having one million Welsh speakers by 2050 more hopeful.
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When I teach a class, I want to secure the best outcomes for my students. This means I must refine my beliefs that are proven wrong and contrasts to what the Welsh education endorses with the new curriculum stating, “firm commitment to the Welsh language and bilingualism.” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 15) This includes my previous belief that Welsh did not play a major part in the education system. Through collaborating with teachers that have an innovative outlook towards the Welsh language and following their leadership when I was in placement, I now believe that the Welsh language is pivotal to evolving the Welsh education system and to bring families, friends and communities closer together with a unified strong Welsh identity.
Collaborating with the larger community will bring benefits to all sides like families, communities, students and teachers. Instead of segregating the school from the outside world I will bring in the community to give them a role in the curriculum and importance in education to engage the student’s curiosity and allow students to build bonds with the larger community.



Targets from the previous assignment
	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	You have responded well to the previous target of reading more widely and seeking sources independently.  However, continue to work on referencing and academic writing as noted in the targets below.

	Targed/Target 2
	Use the course Referencing Guidance Handbook to revise referencing style when including direct quotes within the main body of the assignment.  

	Targed/Target 3
	Edit work carefully to improve syntax and punctuation so that your writing flows more coherently.     
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