Current Affairs Summary Israel-Gaza War 

The Israel Gaza War is a current regional conflict between Hamas, a registered terrorist organisation, and the Israeli Defence Force following the October 7th terrorist attack in 2023. This document will summarise the events of the conflict between Israel and Palestine and the debate over the support between the two states.  
The October 7th attacks, which took place in 2023, was a terrorist attack where an estimated one thousand Hamas fighters entered into Israeli territory, killing 1200 people and taking hundreds of people hostage[footnoteRef:1]. Hamas also fired between three and five thousand rockets into Israel[footnoteRef:2]. On the same day of these attacks Isreal declared war on Hamas.  [1:  Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, < https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [2:  ReliefWeb, Fact Sheet: Israel and Palestine Conflict, 2023, <https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/fact-sheet-israel-and-palestine-conflict-9-october-2023>, [Accessed:8th October 2025]] 

On October 27th 2023 Israel starts their ground offensive in Gaza against Hamas, this causes the displacement of thousands of Palestinians[footnoteRef:3]. Within weeks of this ground offence, the Israeli Defence Force arrive at and raid Gaza’s largest hospital[footnoteRef:4]. This causes the start of the breakdown of accessible healthcare in Northern Gaza. In late November 2023, there is a seven day ceasefire, which allows for the release of around half of the hostages taken by Hamas on October 7th[footnoteRef:5].  [3:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [4:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [5:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]] 

In 2024, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), the global monitor for hunger, said that Gaza was at hight risk of famine, this is due to Israel withholding aid from entering the Gaza strip[footnoteRef:6]. Throughout 2024, Israel had eliminated multiple high profile Hamas targets such as Yahya Sinwar, the leader of Hamas, and Mohammad Deif, Hamas’ military chief[footnoteRef:7]. The 15th January 2025 marks the start of a ceasefire agreed by both Hamas and Israel, this ceasefire is later broken on March 1st [footnoteRef:8].In response to the broken ceasefire Israel stops all aid from entering the Gaza strip, thus starving Palestinians further[footnoteRef:9].  [6:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [7:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [8:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]]  [9:  Ibid: Reuters, Israel-Gaza War: A Timeline of Key Events, 2025, <https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/major-moments-israel-gaza-war-2025-01-15/>, [Accessed: 6th October 2025]] 

In more recent developments with the war in Gaza, the UN declared on the 16th September 2025 that Israel was committing a genocide against the Palestinians in the Gaza strip[footnoteRef:10]. According to the UN, Isreal had committed four of the five genocidal acts as defined under the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide[footnoteRef:11]. The four acts that Israel has committed against the Palestinians are: killing, causing serious bodily and mental harm, deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to bring the destruction of the Palestinians whole or in part, and measures intended to prevent births[footnoteRef:12]. In addition to this, the United Kingdom and France formally recognised a Palestinian state[footnoteRef:13].  [10:  United Nations, Israel has Committed Genocide in the Gaza Strip, UN Commission Finds, 2025, <https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/israel-has-committed-genocide-gaza-strip-un-commission-finds>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [11:  Ibid: United Nations, Israel has Committed Genocide in the Gaza Strip, UN Commission Finds, 2025, <https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/israel-has-committed-genocide-gaza-strip-un-commission-finds>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [12:  Ibid: United Nations, Israel has Committed Genocide in the Gaza Strip, UN Commission Finds, 2025, <https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/israel-has-committed-genocide-gaza-strip-un-commission-finds>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [13:  BBC, France Formally Recognises Palestinian State, 2025, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd9ykqw22zlo>, [Accessed: 12th October 2025]] 

The debate in the conflict between Israel and Gaza stem from historical ties and support that Isreal has from countries such as the United Kingdom and the United States. The debate in this conflict also lies with ordinary people and their ties to their religion and the types of media they consume everyday. 
Looking at the debate from the perspective of the United States Government, it is more in favour of Israel than Gaza. According to the United States State Department, the support for Israels security is a large part of American foreign policy since Israels creation in 1948[footnoteRef:14]. As of April 2025, the United States has around 750 active Foreign Military Sales to Israel[footnoteRef:15]. These sales have an estimated value of around $39.2 billion and include the sales of helicopters aircraft and munitions[footnoteRef:16]. The items in these foreign military sales are likely to have been used by Israeli forces in Gaza, which fuels the debate over support for Israel. The United States also has multiple bilateral agreements with Israel, these include the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement in 1991 and the Status of Forces agreement in 1994[footnoteRef:17].  [14:  U.S. Department of State, U.S. Security Cooperation with Israel, 2025, <https://www.state.gov/u-s-security-cooperation-with-israel/>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [15:  Ibid: U.S. Department of State, U.S. Security Cooperation with Israel, 2025, <https://www.state.gov/u-s-security-cooperation-with-israel/>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [16:  Ibid: U.S. Department of State, U.S. Security Cooperation with Israel, 2025, <https://www.state.gov/u-s-security-cooperation-with-israel/>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [17:  Ibid: U.S. Department of State, U.S. Security Cooperation with Israel, 2025, <https://www.state.gov/u-s-security-cooperation-with-israel/>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]] 

President Donald Trump has also expressed large support for Israel whilst denouncing Hamas. President Trumps recent twenty point peace plan outlines more support for Israel than for Gaza. However, there are some benefits to Palestinians within Gaza such as when this agreement is accepted full aid will be immediately sent into Gaza with no interference from either the Israeli Defence Force or Hamas[footnoteRef:18]. It also says that Israel will not annex or occupy the Gaza strip, however, there is no set time for this action to be completed which suggests that Israel can occupy indefinitely[footnoteRef:19]. Gaza will also be redeveloped for Palestinians in Gaza[footnoteRef:20]. This peace plan is a change from previous statements made by President Trump where he said that the United States would take over Gaza and remove all Palestinians from the territory[footnoteRef:21].   [18:  BBC, Trumps 20-Point Peace Plan in Full, 2025 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70155nked7o>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [19:  Ibid: BBC, Trumps 20-Point Peace Plan in Full, 2025,  <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70155nked7o>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [20:  Ibid: BBC, Trumps 20-Point Peace Plan in Full, 2025 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70155nked7o>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]]  [21:  Human Rights Watch, Trump Indicates Intent to Escalate Ethnic Cleansing in Gaza, 2025, <https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/02/05/trump-indicates-intent-escalate-ethnic-cleansing-gaza>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]] 

The attitude towards the debate between supporting Israel or Gaza is more mixed in the United Kingdom than in the United States. Whilst the United Kingdom supports Israel in its right to security, it has denounced the atrocities that Israel has committed against the Palestinians in Gaza. The British public show a more one sided view towards support in this conflict. A YouGov poll from July 2025 showed that 37 percent of respondents sympathised more with Palestinians than with Israelis, whereas only 15 percent of respondents sympathised more with Israelis than with Palestinians[footnoteRef:22].   [22:  YouGov, British Attitudes to the Israel-Gaza Conflict: July 2025 Update, 2025, <https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/52694-british-attitudes-to-the-israel-gaza-conflict-july-2025-update>, [Accessed: 8th October 2025]] 

Overall, there are many attitudes towards the debate of support between Israel and Gaza, such as the right to Israels security in defending itself and historical ties with other countries such as the United States. However, it should also be noted that the debate over support also lies between supporting or not supporting Israels genocide against the Palestinian people. There are also large differences in the attitudes of support between a countries Government and the general public, as well as the differences between other countries governments.
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