[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the importance of education, justifying views with evidence.

Have you ever wondered why we educate people and why it is so important?
In this essay the main aim is to answer the above question, to discuss why the education system is so important and how education affects the lives of so many people in different ways.

Education has not always been seen as important as it is today. In the 19th century many children worked in mines and factories, schooling was a luxury few could afford.  Dufour and Curtis (2011) wrote about the types of schools that were first available in the UK.  ‘Charity schools’ and ‘fee-paying schools’ were the most common, they were usually for younger children, and they were a basic version of today’s primary school. For the poor children there were schools called ‘Ragged schools’, there was also ‘industry schools’ where individuals could learn a trade and ‘monitor schools’ which were run by a pioneer called Joseph Lancaster, the idea of these schools was to have people who had been through the education system to teach younger students. 

It was not until 1870 that state education came in to practise and in 1988 the national curriculum was introduced, this was intended to make sure all children receive the same standard of education. Schools moved away from defining subjects based on gender i.e. women learn sewing and men learn woodwork, over time schools developed a range of subjects that would provide students with a wealth of knowledge that both genders had opportunity to learn.

“Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change the world” (Mandela, 2003) this quote is taken from a speech by Nelson Mandela the former president of South Africa. This quote is famous worldwide and really shows the high regard we place on education.  Through out this essay only education for the younger generation has been mentioned but it is vital to acknowledge that learning is life long and education does not just stop when it is no longer compulsory. There are many forms of higher education ranging from sixth form/college to university and apprenticeships. People also learn through work and not all education is subject based, you educate yourself when you learn a new skill, when you watch TV and surf the internet, education is about anything not just core subjects that the government have advised us of.

Education doesn’t just give us knowledge; it helps us to find ourselves and to find a purpose in the world. Education provides us with information and lots of it but also transferable skills cognitive and non-cognitive that enable us to grow and live successful lives. Pellegrino and Hilton (2012) say that through education we learn to learn, we develop skills such as “critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, effective communication, motivation and persistence.” These skills get us through education, careers and the responsibilities of adult life.

Although throughout the years the way we teach education has changed and how well it has developed for the benefit of all, still not everybody is receiving education or a good quality education. The GPE (Global Partnership for Education) say that it is human right to receive education yet some people are still being restricted,      
   “Every girl and every boy should have the right to a quality education so that they can have more chances in life, including better employment opportunities, better health and also to participate in the political process.” 

In the current world we live in there are many obstacles for children living in war torn countries and also for children with disabilities both physical and mental, these children are most likely to be given a poor quality of education because of lack of learning resources, qualified teachers and places to learn that aren’t being disrupted by outside circumstances e.g. conflict. 
Not every country is as advanced as the other and children with disabilities have been and still are being discriminated against, the UN and GPE have said that its necessary for people to change their social attitudes and stop discrimination based on disability and gender etc., after all everyone is entitled to and deserves the best education possible.


Without education the Earth wouldn’t be run as efficiently as it is now, we wouldn’t know all we do and only few people would know more than the rest of the human race and they could use the power of knowledge in a way to use people. Referring back to the original question of why education is important, the GPE states that it benefits us all by reducing poverty, increasing income, allows people to be healthier, boosts economic growth, saves lives, fosters peace, promotes gender equality and helps combat disease like HIV/Aids. If those examples do not prove how important our education is then maybe educating ourselves on the above issues may help with understanding that education solves problems and makes the world better.
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