Should the House of lords be abolished?


[bookmark: _Int_VPuziGiM]The House of Lords is a higher authority over the House of Commons in Parliament. It is responsible for dealing with inquiries relating to the government, Parliament, and the members of the public. When a new bill Is being passed, it will first be discussed and debated by the House of Commons. Then the bill will be passed on to the House of Lords, to debate and discuss, and decide whether the bill should go forward and be presented to the Monarch. If approved by the Monarch, then they will sign the new bill which is called Royal Ascent which then becomes a new law. Another role of the House of Lords is to question the government on the decisions that they make, in order to make sure that their best interest is for the members of the public (House of Lords explained, 2022). This thesis will be about whether the House of Lords should be abolished or reformed or should not be changed at all. 


There is an argument about why the House of Lords should be abolished from the British constitution. The reasons for individuals saying and wanting this type of change in Parliament is that it contradicts and goes against British democracy, as members of the public do not have the option to vote on who becomes a member of the House of Lords (Saunders, 2020). This is because traditionally the House of Lord members have been born into it and their title has been passed down from generation to generation (Mccarthy, 1893), it is only the House of Commons that members have been voted in by the members of the public. However, in 1999, there was a new legislation called the House of Lords Act 1999 which was to stop Hereditary peers from claiming and inheriting the position as a Lord in the House of Lords, this bill was approved through Royal Ascent (Saunders, 2020). However, this did not stop 92 Hereditary peers from inheriting the status in the House of Lords despite the bill being passed and enforced (Saunder, 2020). This links back to the topic because it talks about why the House of Lords is undemocratic and needs reforming or abolishing. The strength of this argument is that it makes valid points on why it is undemocratic. A real example of this is when the House of Lords have been accused of cronyism (The Week, 2022). For example, Boris Johnson was accused of cronyism in 2022 because he gave his peerage to an individual called Evgeny Lebedev who is a friend of Boris Johnson (Siddique, 2020). Another example, of cronyism, was when former MP Nicky Morgan said that she would resign as a politician, but she still stayed on as a culture secretary and was made to be a life peer who will be called Baroness Morgan (Syal, 2020). This will allow her to keep her job in the Cabinet (Demlanyk and Simons, 2019). This shows that there have been accusations of cronyism within the House of Lords and that it will cause controversy with the members of the public as they might lose trust in the House of Lords.
The weakness of this argument is that it does not give a better idea of what should happen after the House of Lords has been abolished.  Saunders (2020) states that “there was no consensus over what might replace the lords”.

Despite the controversy of the House of Lords position in Parliament, there are arguments on why the House of Lords should not be abolished. The reason for not wanting to abolish the House of Lords is because of their importance in British history. On the 19th of March 1649, the House of Lords was abolished, this challenged the legal system in Parliament because it was overthrowing members of Parliament, this led to the English Civil War (Fitzgibbons, 2018).  There were two groups fighting each other in this war, the two groups were the Parliamentarians and Royalists. The king faced the death penalty on 17th of March 1649 which abolished the Monarch and therefore the House of Lords (Fitzgibbons, 2018). This led to the collapse of the government in 1659 (Swatland, 1996).  This means that without a House of Lords, there will be confusion in Parliament with laws which will cause civil unrest (Brain, 2022). From the above it is clear that abolishing the House of Lords is not a good idea because it could lead to dangerous consequences as seen in the past.



An argument for not Abolishing the House of Lords is that it will cause problems within the parliament and government. One of the roles of the House of Lords Is to scrutinise and question government policy and abolishing the House of Lords will reduce that ability (Russell, 2022).  This may cause the government to be corrupt, without being questioned or punished for it (White, 2017). A real-life example of the UK government being corrupt is the 2009 expense crisis and Duck House scandal which is when members of parliament were exposed and punished for recklessly spending their allowances for their own benefit and also, falsely claiming to buy a second homes so that they get more money by getting their expenses covered which resulted in politicians getting sacked and sent to prison (Beers and Haddon, no date). .  This shows that there have been cases of government corruption being punished and this will not be possible without the House of Lords. 

There has been a public call for reform  within the House of Lords. Lots of members of the UK public's opinion towards the House of Lords is negative.  Highland Titles (2022) states that 61.1% of the members of the public's opinion on the House of Lords is negative and 10.8% hold a positive view on the House of Lords. This shows that the majority of citizens in the UK dislike the House of Lords. The strength of this quantitative data is that it shows that most people in the UK hold a negative view of the House of Lords and describes it as ”unelected” and “outdated” which shows that reform is. The weakness of this quantitative data is that some UK Indvidual's gave weak and invalid reasons for being against the House of Lords is weak and invalid such as saying that the House of Lords are “useless”, “boring” and “unnecessary” without giving an explanation for their reasons. From the above it is clear to see that lots of members of the public do not like the House of Lords and it is time for reform within the House of Lords.

Most House of Lords are members of the conservative party. Statista (2023) recorded that 261 members of the House are part of the conservative party which is more than other political groups in the UK. This shows that most House of Lords members are conservative. The weakness of this quantitative data is that the House of Lords could potentially be biased toward conservative bills when it comes to lawmaking. The strength of this quantitative data is that it is something that the UK public accepts because the House of Lords has always been a majority throughout history. From the above is clear that there needs to be reform within the House of Lords with political affiliation to make sure that every political group is equal in the House of Lords.
A reform suggestion should be that the size of the House of Lords should be decreased to no higher than the House of Commons. (Russel, 2023) Also, to introduce a new bill to deal with Hereditary peers. (Russel, 2023).  The strength of this reform suggestion is that it talks about reducing the size of the House of Lords to a similar amount to the House of Commons. The weakness of this reform suggestion is that it mentions about a new legislation to handle Hereditary peers, but this has not worked in the past. For example, the House of Lords Act 1999 did not stop the 92 Hereditary peers from inheriting from the House of Lords. From the above, it is clear that reform is not a simple and clear process, and it is something that needs to be slowly developed and analysed to make sure that nothing goes wrong with the British legal system.

From the arguments presented from both sides above it is clear that the House of Lords should not be abolished but reformed. The reason for this is so that they can maintain stability within Parliament and can question actions made by the government to make sure that they don’t violate anything that goes against the rule of law.
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