[bookmark: _GoBack]The evolution of occult art through the ages
Independent enquiry (ADAD6001)


BA (Hons) Illustration
Paula Belda Highcock (p150426)

Word count (incomplete): 752
Tutor: Louise Burston.













Contents:
-Introduction
-Chapter 1
-Chapter 2
-Chapter 3
-Conclusion
-Image glossary and crediting
-Bibliography











Introduction:
The definition of occultism itself is often a grey and undefined concept found online and on written documents. The word itself is clear but the actual meaning behind it has a lot to indagate within and is a highly researched topic to explore and create conclusions about. This mystery around the concept itself what attracts creatives around the globe and the ages to discover more about it and try and picture it in our literary material. As artists and often misunderstood individuals from our societies we often gravitate towards the outcasts of history or alternative options for our beliefs or ideas specially when it comes to religion and organised following systems or so tis expression used in our contemporary era: rooting for the underdog.
Easily drifting away from the main customs through the ages: occultism becomes often represented and utilised as a form of mythology to express and explain stories that teach morals to the common people and create an image of the consequences for their actions to the least educated in the times where illiteracy was more common than in the 21st century we currently experience.
It is common for occultism does get misrepresented and its different types and groups within. It will blend with each other incorrectly by the lack of common knowledge, since it is surprisingly enough widely researched but only to a superficial level, of the subject or just attraction to the visual and aesthetic strengths of this topic. Often denominated dark or spellbinding.
Occultism is often confused with spiritualism, paganism, blasphemy or magic. While these mentioned topics are considered part of occultism itself, they are misconceptions as they are simply generalised as something outside the standard reglementary of our society’s eye. 

“Blasphemy - the attacking, wounding, and damaging of religious belief- has in so short a space of time suddenly returned to become and extremely combustible part of modern life.” as quoted in “Blasphemy” by Nash. This quote is accurate, and it is no secret that the rebirth of blasphemy and disrespect is arising in our current times, hand in hand with the dissatisfaction of the era.
 But this raises some questions: How was occultism represented in the mainstream and popular art? How did it evolve through the years? What kind of symbolism is used? And is it fairly represented?
I plan to indagate further into these questions throughout my independent enquiry module, swiftly guided by a small selection of imagery of each era, creating a timeline like in art movements itself will represent the action and reaction of one gesture to another. I have carefully chosen the origin movement of the occult in art in medieval times such as tapestries. Followed by the true bloom and era of actual appreciation for this imagery and what it represented as humans became twisted even with their methods of conservation and finalised with how we see the portrayal after it’s condemnation and people who represent the occult like witches or the accusation and murder of them.


 
Chapter 1: Occult Art during the Medieval times.
During the medieval times occult art was heavily represented via printmaking. Often with woodblock printing and generally popularised by the possibility of repetition and replication of the same image. Often printed on actual wallpaper to be used in the castles or large format fabric like paper books with heavy leather covers. Considered art themselves and being mostly passed down through generations by scribes and only the higher educated class, these books only way to pass down information of the legends that they told were these images due to illiteracy. 
Often narrated In Latin as a generally westers or occidental record of events, the legends spoke of darker creatures such as the devil. The first representation of the devil or hell was initially non-religious as the catholic religion was just developing formally into the newer versions of the bible.
The tales these images portrayed often told historical events and conquers of their heroes and legends to teach basic morality and even guilt the learner into not behaving a certain way.
The image of demons was portrayed the most commonly as a slender human with claws, horns, a tail and sometimes wings or different coloured skin – some theorists suspect this may be rooted in the lack of skin colour variety or racism of the era as the powerful were often white and well fed.
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Chapter 2: Occult Art during the Victorian times.
Chapter 3: Occult art during the Contemporary era.
Conclusion:


Image Glossary and crediting
a. Woodblock print, Anonymous y. 570 aprox (http://magickalgraphics.com/Graphics/Occult/Woodcuts)
b. 
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