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Introduction
Richard J Evans is an accomplished British historian with almost 50 years’ worth of publishing experience in European Modern History. He has been a professor of various modern history courses in universities all over the world; Columbia, USA, Umea, Sweden, Stirling, Scotland. He’s founded numerous societies dedicated to the study and understanding of German history.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Evans, Richard. “CV.” Richard J Evans, www.richardjevans.com/career/cv/. Accessed 25 Nov. 2023.
] 


1) Evans, Richard J. Comrades and Sisters: Feminism, Socialism and Pacifism in Europe 1870-1945. Sussex, Wheatsheaf Books, 1987. 
In this collection of essays Evans corrects misconceptions of the relationships between female socialist and feminist groups in Imperial and Weimar Germany. His theory states that primary sources on these groups need to be reinterpreted alongside the political context of the time to reach in-depth conclusions. 
The main ideas expressed centre around the social divide and lack of cooperation between the female bourgeois and proletarian groups. The work of German activist Clara Zetkin in context of a male dominated SPD. The link between feminism and nationalism through mass female support for WW1. A re-evaluation of women’s willingness to support Hitler focuses on the nature and appeal of fascism. 
It's publication in the Journal of Modern History demonstrates its intended academic audience. While Evans’ work provides deeper context, there are limitations; his interpretations are formulated by theory, there is limited evidence that directly links the responses of these movements to the specific political climate of the time.   
The collections chronological coverage means it contributes to numerous topics throughout a time of substantial change for women in politics. The topics enrich niches such as: The political history of women, Women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and Women’s organisations and movements in Germany and Europe. 
 

2) Evans, Richard J. Rethinking German History: Nineteenth-Century Germany and the Origins of the Third Reich. 1987. [London], Routledge, 2016. 

This publication aims to alter the perception of how the Third Reich originated by placing the social history of Germany at the centre of research. Evans suggests that generalisations are made about social history, they are additions to larger points or after thoughts. 

Evans’ research focuses on the work of historians on the 18th to 20th century history of Germany, with the purpose of analysing how it was initially understood post WW2. Attitudes and values of German society are evaluated for their potential influence on social history. The stereotype of German society is questioned by the presence of three major movements that promoted progressive change. Evans lays a foundation for social upheaval contributing to the rise of the Third Reich. 

This book is intended for students of multiple historical backgrounds, but can also be used as a processing tool for the generation of post-war children attempting to understand their early lives. The limits of the text are centred around its publication date, historians were just beginning to interpret the work of those before them, this addition to the historiography was in its early stages and not fully developed. 

Evans’ work serves as an introduction to the socio-historical research being conducted by French and Anglo-American historians at the time of publication. A large number of materials assessing the rise of fascism were produced in the UK around this time in an attempt to understand the introduction of the National Front. Overall, this book aims to advance the historiography of German social history but also contributes to the German and Modern history fields.



3) Evans, Richard J. Telling Lies about Hitler: The Holocaust, History and the David Irving Trial. 2001. London Etc., Verso, June 2002.

This book is an autobiographical account of Evans’ research and experience in the trial of British Historian, David Irving. Irving was accused of falsifying historical evidence to suit his ideological beliefs in antisemitism resulting in a liable suit with American Historian, Deborah Lipstadt. Evans was recruited to analyse Irving’s work for historical inaccuracies to be used as evidence. 

Evans dedicates the majority of chapters to analysing Irving’s work on the attitude of Hitler towards the Jews pre-1939, planning the final solution, Holocaust denial, and the bombing of Dresden. There are additional chapters on what happened in the courtroom, the verdict and its implications for Irving. The book is essentially a review of the professional values and ethics of Irving and how he failed to maintain objectivity in his work. 

The intended audience is the entire historical community and general public who followed the trial. While this book outlines the professional standards for historians, many saw it as an attack on their conduct. The limitations of this publication are its authorship from Evans’ perspective, his interpretation of the events may differ to others. There is a chance his accounts were dramatized to sell.  

This book contributes to the historiography of multiple aspects in German history as listed in the content description. Evans’ work provides a guide to historians on professional conduct and objectivity in their work, in addition to the potential of historians as expert witnesses in trials. 


4) Evans, Richard J. Altered Pasts. Brandeis University Press, 4 Feb. 2014.

This book centres around the field of historical counterfactuals, the discussion of what could have been true under different circumstances. Evans applies a serious, historically evaluative approach to a method thought to be akin to a game of ‘what if?’.

Evans discusses the development of counterfactual history and its revival in Britain and America in the 1990’s and 2000’s. An evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of this approach is presented in addition to the support it lends to historical determinism. An explanation of how the writers of history and fiction have used this technique to re-invent the past for personal gain is provided. Evans conducts a comprehensive investigation into the usefulness of the concept for historians. He theorises the potential outcomes for events like Britain not participating in WW1 or Hitler successfully invading the UK. 

The book is tailored to the historical academic community in its appraisal of a historical field. While it serves as an introduction to an underdeveloped subject, it’s appliance to events lacks evidence to support the claims made. Interpretations fuelled by counterfactuals could have ulterior motives linked to political agendas or be so ludicrous that it works in favour of discrediting the approach. 
This publication can be used to expand the historiography of counterfactuals and provide a deeper insight and implications to events in history that have the potential to be interpreted through this view. 

5) Evans, Richard J. Eric Hobsbawm: A Life in History. Hachette UK, 7 Feb. 2019.

Evans authors a biography on British historian Eric Hobsbawm. The book is the first biographical piece to be written on this widely respected historian, discussing his personal and academic lives. 

The book contains a full account of Hobsbawm’s life from his career has a historian, to his political activism, and his private life. This information was compiled from personal papers of Hobsbawm’s: diaries, letters, published and unpublished works, lectures, and articles. The title is a reference to Hobsbawm living through some of the biggest historical events in modern history between 1917-2012, in addition to his work surrounding them. 

The intended audience of historical academics is provided a rounded view of Hobsbawm and his contributions to modern historiography. The limits of this source originate from the methodology, Evans may have misinterpreted the intention behind the personal papers, without full context, his conclusions may be inaccurate. The interviews he conducted with family and friends are likely to be biased, an addition of interviewing critics would have provided a balanced account. 

The book contributes to the historiography of historian’s biographies and Hobsbawm. The content can also provide a primary account of 20th and early 21st century history through Hobsbawm’s experiences.  



