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The Academic Word List (AWL) contains words which are commonly used across all university faculties. Many of them are more professional/formal equivalents (synonyms) of General English words (GSL), i.e. words used in general situations in everyday life outside the university environment. 

PART (1) - Look at the following eight words, and their accompanying sentences. Now try to match each of these AWL words with their GSL synonyms in the table below.

(1) Assist 	helped		During the operation she was assisted by her team
(2) Construct	build		The motorway took ten years to construct
(3) Indicate	shows		This graph also indicates a rise in sales
(4) Obtain 	get		The best place to obtain a visa is at the embassy
(5) Purchase	bought		Theatre tickets must be purchased in advance at the box office.
(6) Require	needs		This difficult situation requires careful thought
(7) Respond	answer		Despite repeated emails, he did not respond to my enquiry.
(8) Select	choose		During this questionnaire, you must select your answers carefully. 


	-answer	      -build      -buy      -choose      -get      -help      -need      -show




PART (2) - Look at the following sentences and focus on the way the highlighted (underlined) words are used in the context of each of the 8 sentences. Next, write down which part of speech each of these words represents. For nouns write (N), Verbs (V) and adjectives (ADJ). The first example has been done for you:-

(1) Applied computing is an academic field					ADJ
(2) We need to decide whether this book is relevant or not  			ADJ
(3) This paragraph needs to extract a deeper meaning				ADJ
(4) There is no substitute for selective reading					N
(5) Your short term memory does not retain information			V
(6) One popular technique is to use synonyms					N
(7) The structure of a report includes recommendations				N
 

PART (3) – Write 3 sentences using any three of the following AWL words, taken from above 
 	(HINT – You can alter the parts of speech of any of these AWL words to fit your sentence)

Academic 	Construct	Indicate		Obtain					
Purchase	Relevant 	Structure	Technique 

(1)________________________________________________________________________________(2)________________________________________________________________________________(3)________________________________________________________________________________


· Adapted from IELTS Foundation by Sue O’Connell 2006 
