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Introduction
What is digital learning?
We live in a world where everything is near enough digital based, nearly everything we own is some base of digital technology, so what do we learn from doing everything on a digital basis and what is classed as digital learning? If we look at the things we do daily, nearly everything we do is digital based, this can be anything from a smartphone, tablet, a laptop or even a washing machine which you can connect to your smartphone to turn on the machine. Technology has come a long way, especially in the last fifteen years. Mobile phones were very simply to use, just call or a simple text, now they are basically minicomputers with the software that now goes into them, along with having amazing cameras built in, and this is the same for tablets. It is how we use the technology that we learn and how we obtain information. 
Is it a good idea that we have digital learning and is it a good idea that it is now in primary and secondary education? Some would argue that having technology is a bad thing, that could be the case but when you look how far we have come and how advance technology is and what we can achieve, it is amazing what you can learn. Near enough everything we do is based online, a prime example is that we now have online banking, you can even do everyday banking on a mobile device. When you think about ten to fifteen years ago we had to rush out during our lunch hour and queue in a long line at the bank as there would only be one cashier on, having to wait for days for a cheque to clear, now in this day and age we don’t have to do that. We can pay someone through the banking app, and you can now pay in a cheque through the banking app just by taking a picture of the cheque, how amazing is that. 
So, in many ways having all this wonderful technology is an amazing thing, but how does this differ from having digital learning in schools? Is it actually a good idea to have all this digital technology in classrooms and what can the children gain from it? Well seen as everything is based online and a lot of their homework needs to be done through sites such as Google Classroom or HWB then yes it is a good idea, although some would argue that this is not the traditional way to do things but as with everything else we need to move along with the times and what it brings us. 




Younger Generation
The younger generation are becoming experts with technology as it is introduced to them at such a young age, it is amazing how quickly they learn so much and it seems to be very easy for them grasp. Although technology and digital learning is the way to go, this can be very damaging and maybe detrimental to a child’s wellbeing and social skills, so although they could have amazing IT skills and be very clever with information that they can obtain, how is it affecting their daily life. Are we as parents and teachers to blame for them not having the social skills needed to be able to interact or is it just the way that society it heading now? It is hard to pinpoint the blame to be honest. As a parent myself, I am guilty of allowing my children to be in front of the tablets to play games, but they also do homework on their devices. While having a conversation with my eldest son, he had said that learning today is so much easier through digital learning than it is through a textbook. 
The teachers make it more fun to learn, which in turn makes the child want to learn. Obviously, there are still the odd lessons which require the use of textbooks but he has also said that our generation has ruined his and many more generations to come due to all this technology and digital learning, because his generation do not want to interact in the real world as much as they probably should. I completely understand where he is coming from, when I was growing up, I loved reading or just playing outside with my friends. Now when I look at a lot of young children today all they want to do is sit on devices and play games and interact through being online, is this how the younger generation going to be, by interacting with the friends online rather than having a proper conversation. Maybe the way we learn now will probably change even more in the next ten years or so.
Although digital learning is a fabulous idea, could it also be a bad one too. Well there are many ways you could look at it. If you are just going to give a child a device to play games and watch videos just to keep them quiet the no it is a very bad idea, how will they learn the social skills or even know how to interact with other people. No matter where you go, everywhere you look someone will have a phone, tablet, or laptop while out and this does include young children.
For me personally I feel that having everything at our finger tips is a brilliant thing, but if I’m honest I wasn’t sure at first, having gone back into education had made me feel really nervous, not because of being a mature student but how I got the information and how I used it. If I’m completely honest I am absolutely rubbish at trying to put  what I want to say into my own words as I am afraid that it sounds ridiculous, especially because I have not done any kind of academic writing in my life, and I found that hard. I have always worried that the things I have written do not actually meaning anything. But as I have gone through this course I have learnt that it is how you use the information obtained and making sure that regardless of the citations used we have to make sure that everything is referenced and we are not taking credit for someone else’s work. I usually use Google for a lot of information required, I never use Wikipedia because I know that not all information on there is correct. If I am honest, I have tried to use Google Scholar but not sure how it really works, so I did not get on with it. I have loved using the online library, because trying to obtain books is very hard, as they are always in high demand. And with the online library it is very easy to use, plus you cannot get any late charges for being late, which let’s be honest it is something we are all guilty of at some point in our lives. 
We use these devices to obtain information such as finding something online, whether that be researching for a school project or just finding something that takes your interest, you can find absolutely anything out about anything with the world wide web. With so much information on the internet it can be overwhelming to someone who is new to using it.

Not Confined to a Classroom
The best thing with digital learning is that you do not have to be confined to a classroom or having to carry lots of textbooks around. Nearly every textbook that was used before we had the internet at our fingertips are now digital and can be accessed anywhere and updated as and when it needs to be. 
Online learning has become a very big thing to do in the 21st Century. It seems to be that more people are learning through online courses because it suits their busy lives, especially for those who are trying to further their careers. It is amazing how many courses are available online, when you think it was not that many years ago you had to sit in a classroom and take time out of work just so you could further your chances of getting a better job or higher within a company. The opportunities are endless with online learning with the ability to search for any information that is needed. There are so many sites that scholars use and is readily available for students. 
Being able to learn on the move with technology has never been better, if you have to commute to work on the train and you know that you have some coursework to finish or to catch up with lectures missed, this can all be done online with our wonderful devices while out and about. 
New media has enabled users to informally learn, consume, create, and produce in many ways and forms at (almost) any time. In 2013, Papacharissi and Easton further theorised Bourdieu’s notion of habitus to embrace new media in the 21st century, coining ‘habitus with the new’ focusing on the novelty and practices surrounding new media. (Benefits of learning digital over traditional education methods, 2017) In today’s world wherever you go you will see at least ten people on smartphones, or any kind of device where they can easily obtain information, should this be brought into the classroom for learning? (Johnson, 2019) Having technology in a classroom can be a very beneficial to the students these days, 
Digital learning is an instructional practice that ultimately helps students. It makes use of a broad range of technology enhanced educational strategies. It includes blended learning, flipped learning, and other strategies that rely on digital tools to a small or large degree. While people often think of digital learning as just the use of digital tools in the classroom, that is not the case at all, it is over simplified and often does not capture the purpose of the concepts. Digital learning is meant to enhance learning not simply continue it via a digital means. (Davis, 2019)


What is Collaborative Learning?
What can be defined as ‘collaborative learning’? It can be in a situation in which two or more people are learning or try to learn together, but this can be interpreted in many ways: 
· “two or more” can be interpreted as a pair, a small group (3-50), a class (20-30), a community (a few hundred to thousands of people), a society (several thousand or millions of people). 
· “learn something” this can be interpreted as “following a course”, “study course material”, “performing learning activities, trying to problem solve” “or just learn from lifelong practice”
· “together” might be interpreted as different forms of interaction: this could be through computer mediated, face-to-face, synchronous, or not, frequent in time or not, whether it is truly a joint effort or whether the labour be divided in a systematic way. (Dillenbourg, 1999)

Although the motivational benefits of learning with others are well documented, less is known about how motivation appears and is sustained in a collaborative learning activity. The motivation in learning is defined as the psychological drive that leads to cognitive engagement and ultimately achievement. 
When individuals’ characteristics, goals, and situational demands clash, this can create conflicts within the group and end up having a negative impact on emotions towards learning. This in turn may force other individuals to exercise and control their own emotions. This then could have a negative impact through group learning and may have a negative learning outcome on all concerned. (Sanna Jarvela, 2010)
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