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The Covid situation around the world has forced schools into a new way of learning. Overnight teachers were thrown into the depths of online teaching, spending hours re-planning and designing the curriculum to suit the new online learning that pupils faced. Every professional in education making sure that pupils had some form of access to learning by teachers personally sending out hard copies of work for those who had no internet or technology, to a scheme where laptops were hired out to the ones in need. 

Headlines reached across the country stating the impact Covid had on all pupil’s in education and more so the impact on pupils from deprived backgrounds. Councils scrambled together to provide resources for the ones that needed it such as access to the internet and providing laptops to pupils in need. 

Kirsty Williams the Education Minister for Wales announced in April 2020 that she was would be providing an extra 3 million to support pupils who may be ‘digitally excluded.’ This was part of the ‘stay safe, stay learning programme’

‘’This funding will ensure that a lack of access to a laptop or broadband will no longer be a barrier to learning. It will play a key role in supporting families, ensuring that their children continue on their education journey, wherever they are learning from’’. Kirsty Williams Education minister, 2020.


I wish it was as easy as just funding because here is the reality in my opinion. We as teachers spent hours planning, hours making sure pupils had the facilities to access education and hours sending out paper copies, but what percentage of pupils actually engaged in that learning? For me this was shocking.

I remember the first announcement that schools were closing and myself and my teaching assistant spent hours after school printing work for pupils to make sure they had an appropriate education and then I went home and re-planned all my lessons to make sure they were accessible online. Being a teacher of children with additional learning needs and trying to make online learning accessible was incredibly hard.

I knew that my pupils struggled with learning independently and when they were in school this was recognised, and they were funded through their statements for additional learning needs. They would receive a certain number of hours of teaching assistant support. 

What support were they going to get now? And the evidence was there, I stayed up until the early hours trying to make my work engaging and simple for them to access, knowing that this was going to be a difficult task and as the weeks went on, only a small percentage of pupils even logged onto the school account. Was this because they couldn’t, or they didn’t want to? 

I was somewhat, so angry that I spent so many hours planning and the pupils weren’t even looking at the work. We had pressure from senior management not to push pupils into completing work, to ensure that pupils wellbeing is maintained in such difficult times. So, all I could do was to call the parents and make sure they were aware that there was work online, make them aware I was there to help and ask them if they needed anything. I gained positive responses from most parents, and  some admitted that their child had not even looked at it and spent most of their times on Xbox’s and other consoles. 

As head of department I wanted to check my other classes and to see if they had similar issues and sadly they did. Only around 10% of pupils engaged with the online learning and it seemed to be the only ones who did the work either had good independent skills or had support from parents. 

In a recent report from the Guardian newspaper (2020) who revealed that researched carried out by the National Foundation for Education Research (NFER) that ‘fewer than half (42%) of pupils bothered to complete their work and the pupils who were the most disadvantaged were the ones more likely not to engage’. Which supported the same engagement issues I had with my pupils. 

When schools finally came back for a very short time in Wales, before the summer of 2020. I made it my mission to teach pupils how to engage with their learning online. I had to teach them how to access information, how to plan their days, how to take responsibility  and how to process what was being asked. 

It really saddens me that local councils and the media tried to highlight that teachers needed to retrain on how to deliver a curriculum online. That, pupils have been failed during Covid. It must be that pupils and parents take some responsibility here.

 I spent hours making sure that the needs of my pupils were met and most of my pupils did not even log in, who were able to. Is this a case of a society, where people just don’t take responsibility for their own learning? As a teacher, I can lead my pupils in the right direction and I can give them all the funding in the world but if they don’t want to engage then all this is wasted.

In places such as China, Korea, Canada and Finland. Research from Lee and Manzon, 2014 has shown that society really values education and that true hard work and resilience pays off. Pupils spend hours out of school with tutors and learning independently at home. I think this is one of the biggest problems in Wales. Do people really value Education? 

Online learning and technology have been suggested as the new way forward, but I am doubtful. In my opinion, we need to change the attitudes towards education and towards learning first, in order to build independent and resilient learners who want to engage with online learning. 
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