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Assignment 2 

4. Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

In this essay I will be assessing the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion whilst highlighting the positives and discussing alternative ways of building and maintaining sense of community.

Community cohesion refers to the social interactions of persons living in an area, being able to share ideas, visions, shared interests to build a sense of belonging and enable persons to live harmoniously amongst each other (NASUWT,2022). As far back as the Middle Ages the community has participated in the maintenance of law and order of their communities introducing practices such as the ‘Hue and Cry’ and the ‘Watchmen’. The ‘Hue and Cry’ was a simple common law practice in which a person was responsible to alert the community in which they live when a crime had been committed and help in the detention of persons responsible for the crime, Watchmen patrolled the streets of their communities in an attempt to maintain law and order ,This was a voluntary position and men living in the society were expected to take part(BBC,2022). Voluntary positions within the communities evolved over the centuries to help with law and order in communities until the introduction of the Metropolitan police by Sir Robert Peel in 1829. The introduction of the Metropolitan police was the formalisation of the processes already in place ‘The Police are the People, and the People are the Police’ placing emphasis once again on the obligation of the public to follow the law and that police are just members of the public who are paid to do it (Elfers,2018).

Following on from the establishment of the Metropolitan police, forces were introduced across the country (Bland,2022) with this came more changes such as favouring the use of cars for patrolling rather than Officers conducting patrols on feet, with such became the focus on crime rather than the prevention and presence within the community. These changes negatively impacted the connections of policing from the communities in which it serves, and this was recognised in the Task Force report of 1967 (Gerhard,2019) the importance of maintaining community links in the reduction of crime, no matter how many police on the streets there will not be enough with just Police, communities are vital to the success of Police. 

The continued lack of engagement and alienation from the public become more prevalent and events such as the Brixton Riots in the 1980s epitomised this, further noted in the Scarman report of 1981 (Cook,2021), then again in more present days with the London Riots in 2011 (Reicher, 2019) and then Black Lives Matter Protests in 2021, following the deaths of numerous Black men from the year 2013 until the death of George Floyd in 2020 at the hands of Police officers(Campbell, 2021).
Such events have a negative impact on the community’s trust and perception of the police and emphasise the vast need to repair the relationship between police and community. Gov.uk (2022) statistics suggest a gradual decline between the years of 2014 to March 2022 when conducting a survey of public perception of Police. When questioned whether they felt well informed about local police activities over a 12-month period in December 2014, 49% of persons asked said yes in comparison to March 2022 where 38 % agreed. When further questioned on whether it was agreed that the Police are dealing with things that matter in the community, in Dec 2014 72% agreed in comparison to March 22 where the result seen a decline to 60 %. Furthermore, when asked if the Police do a good job in the local area in December 2014, 67% agreed and in March 2022 declined to 49%. 

The gradual decline within the responses suggests the importance of building bridges and placing greater emphasis on community engagement. Community engagement is the involvement of the community in whatever capacity they chose in the policing of their community. This in turn can provide assurance and empowerment and enable them to come up with solutions with the support of police and provide a voice as to the priorities that the communities hold not just accepting the assumptions of Police. In 2011 seen the introduction to new legislation in aid of this in Section 34 of the police reform act (Gov,2022), giving a requirement for Chief constables to engage with the public to keep localities up to date about crime and policing through meetings and such. Community engagement is not specific to just one and can in fact be conducted in multiple fashions, such as through active foot patrolling and enabling uniformed presence within a locality.

Presence of police officers can build trust within a community feeling of safety and better knowledge of its communities (Craven, 2009) but this is only if the communities actually witness such actions, Smith (2017) reporting for The Independent made claim that after a survey was conducted by HMICFRS that nearly half of the adults in England and Wales made claim that they had neither seen a PCSO or police officer on patrol in the last year. Prior to this the ONS (2015) also reported figures to suggest the lack of foot patrols conducted by Police officers and PCSO stating that 26% adults had claimed high visibility within a week in 2006/07 rising to 32 % in 2013/14. This rise in statistics can also be measured by the percentage of adults in 2014 who the ONS reported agreed that the police listened to the concerns of local community, 74%, can this be suggested that lack of Foot patrolling was a concern and an increase in the years to follow was a sign that the problems within society was being taken more seriously (innes,2004).It can be suggested that the improvement in these results could be from the introduction of the National reassurance Policing programme (Quinton and Tuffin,2007)and the reintroduction of neighbourhood policing teams. The programmes set out priorities to combat local crimes, anti-social behaviour and improve the communities’ perceptions of the police. 

Although such programmes have previously been set up in order to improve public perceptions of the police, one size does not fit all and in ever changing communities, processes put in place may need to change in line with the changes of its communities and the perceptions along with it, it must be further understood that police alone cannot make these improvements within the community and considerations given to alternative ways of building and maintaining sense of community(Quinton and Morris,2008).

It is recommended by College of Policing (2019) to complete ‘Mapping’ of the communities in which it serves to recognise the differentiation of communities, understand the focal points, and identify where targeted foot patrols can be conducted, support with compiling these maps can be sought from Local authority. Mapping can help neighbourhood teams identify where the problem areas are and where needs the most support to promote community cohesiveness. Local officers can build multi agency coalitions to increase its service to the public to include such agencies as housing, education, probation, youth offending teams and so on and so forth. Such connections can build trust of the community in the knowledge that police are building connections with multi agency to ensure that the support is sought even in cases where Police are unable to then the knowledge that they can be passed on to the relevant agency. 

As well as the above local officers can promote the set-up of Neighbourhood watch schemes to build community cohesion (Neighbourhood watch,2020). The neighbourhood watch scheme would be run by a volunteer coordinator who lives in the area, this network would be set up for many reasons such as to help in the reduction of local crime and disorder, reduce the fear of crime amongst the individuals and their neighbours, assist in the detection of crime through intelligence that can be provided to the police, to build community spirit and cohesion. The success of such initiatives demonstrate resilience and cohesion amongst its communities and recognition of individuals wants and values. Communities working together will certainly not eradicate the need for law enforcement but would handle situations effectively and without escalation. 

In conclusion it is the Local police force role to ensure that communities are safe and work with partner agencies to provide a service. The police can hold significant influence over its communities to ensure that they coalesce by encouraging communities to take greater ownership of solving problems. 
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3. Identify and review the key issues regarding the complexity and challenges of operational policing in your policing/force area. (2000 words)
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