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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Proofs of Shari’ah – Al-Adillah Ash-Shar’iyyah
The ahkaam and the proofs of shari’ah are the regulating laws biding the behaviours of the Mukallaf and they are the two major themes of Usul Al Fiqh. According to some scholars of shari’ah, the most important of the two is the ‘Adillah Shar’iyyah’ proofs of shari’ah, this is because the origin of ahkaam itself are deduced from the Adillah Shar’iyyah, therefore, Ahkaam is a subsidiary of the Adillah. In view of the major importance of the two as related to Usul Al Fiqh, scholars have defined the Ahkaam as the science to proof the Fiqh ‘Adillah al-Fiqh’ along with the provision of indications in regard to the Ahkaam of Islamic law.

‘Dalil’ is an Arabic word that literally means proof, evidence or indication. In a technical term, it is referred to as an indication from the sources where a practicable rulings of Islam law or ahkaam is derived. Obtaining the Hukm from the source, it may be either speculative ‘zanni’ or definitive ‘qat’i’ both depend on the subject in question, the textual clarity and on the established values attached. The term Usul Al Fiqh as the name implied, Adillah Ash-Shar’iyyah are indications of four different proofs or four different sources of Islamic law which are: Al – Qur’an, Sunnah, Analogy and Consensus. In this sense, it is reasonable to say that ‘Dalil’ is a synonym of ‘Asl’. Perhaps, the four sources of Shari’ah are all refer to as Adillah and Usul. There are lots of verses in the Qur’an which analyses the orderliness of the priorities of all the sources of shari’ah. A verse of the Qur’an that actually indicates all the principal sources is found in ‘Surat al Nissai’, Allah says:

“O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you. And if you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you should believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is the best [way] and best in result” (Q4:59).
The word ‘Obey God’ in the verse refers to abiding with the rules of the Qur’an, and obeying the messenger means adopting the Sunnah. And the obedience of the people in charge of affairs is a juristic evidence of Ijma’ while the last bit of the verse mentioned referring dispute cases to Allah and his messenger is a proven evidence for Qiyas. Essentially, Qiyas is an extensive measure of Qur’an and Sunnah injunctions. The aim or the effective rationale of Qiyas may be clearly identified in the major sources and it may be indicated by method of inference known as “istinbaat”. In other words, Qiyas is a deduction of hukm discovered from an already indicated proofs in the divine primary sources. 
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