HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD

The perception of a child over the centuries has undergone a specific evolution. The analysis will trace clear stages of change in treatment child and childhood by adults, and the development of consciousness defending children's rights. Analysis will reveal the dark sides of childhood and show the lack of respect for children ,also  will present the definitions and changes in the perception of children by adults. It is worth pointing out that in the past there was no shortage of courageous people who, with great dedication and perseverance they fought lovingly for the dignity of the child. Most scholars believe that in the past times there has been no conception of childhood since children were in the social hierarchy very low.  Some of them emphasize that previous epochs saw the bad qualities of nature child, and hence subjected them to strict discipline even reaching brutal forms of violence. 
Considered a childhood it is the period of a person's life between childhood and adolescence.  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) defines a child as anyone under the age of 18, unless "the age of majority has been reached earlier under the law applicable to the child" (NSPCC2022)  
Today's children have the opportunity to receive education, health care and be surrounded by love and care, they have the right to be children, unfortunately we adults have not always treated children as we do now. The history reveals the cruel and dark truth about childhood(Lo 2017).  
DeMause underlines that  in the past, double standards in the care of children were not uncommon, these were standards considered social norms. Lack of care, or abandonment of children was not seen as something without morality. The child was treated as an object or property and not as a living and sentient being(DeMause 1975). 
According Morewitz  in ancient Greece no one judged parents for abandoning or leaving their children, for example, on the road or in garbage .  Often abandoned children were torn apart or eaten by animals.  Another stadarden was a passer-by taking children off the street, but not necessarily out of mercy.  After becoming an orphan, the  "Samaritan" could sell the child  at the slave market and get back the money invested in maintenance with interest.  This  practice was not shocking, because the child was treated as obiect with out any rights (Morewitz 2003).   
Beltran describesin  ancient world the protection of the vulnerable, the weak, the diseased was not accepted, the crippled and the weak were abandoned or killed, more often it met the female children it would occur even more when there were more than one in family(Beltrán Tapia 2022)  
Before there were elementary schools, education took place at home. Until the age of seven, both sons and daughters were educated under the care of their mother and the household servants subordinate to the mother.  At the age of seven, a boy passed completely into the care of a father The mother's duty was still to bring up of daughters.It was not only feelings that mattered in the mother's relationship with the child. The mother was concerned with the care and upbringing of the child (educatio).  It was recognised that mother had the right to make specific educational plans for the child, although the value of these was not always recognised.Peterson says it was clear to the Romans that it was the father who was to provide the means of support and that the father was to take care of the general economic matters of the estate.  However, it was less clear that fathers had caring responsibilities directly relating to their children.  The father's love and sensitivity to a child was to guide them into future responsibilities(Peterson 2012). 
As in antiquity, it was in Middle Ages that childhood was entirely dependent on the position of adults. Rejected children, street children, orphans had no rights, it was treated as an object.Goldberg describes childhood in the Middle Ages was regarded as a time of defectiveness and the child as imperfect. In addition to this, for offences against the law, children were imprisoned in inhumane conditions together with adult criminals, and it was thus completely demoralised and depraved. Street children, orphans and orphans were treated like animals, depending on people's kindness .  A group generally despised in medieval culture were unmarried children, who were called "wronged children" or "bastard ". People of the Middle Ages had no consciousness of childhood as a distinct stage of life, and were indifferent to the specificity of the child and they needs. One of the ways in which children's freedom was restricted was by wrapping them in wrappers, putting them in corsets or tethering them in chairs(Goldberg 2004).
The Heywood in the book, "History of childhood" states that the parents had a superficial affection for their children, they did not see in the newborn, as we do today, a future adult.  Many children were born, but also many died. The high percentage of deaths was influenced by sanitary conditions and the level of medical knowledge, but there were also cases of asphyxiation during sleep and, quite often, infanticide. It is worth noting here that many poor women became mammothers to toddlers from foreign families, mainly for financial reasons. The practice of giving a child to a mammother was very popular among wealthier parents.  This was not without its impact on child death rates. Up to 75% of infants died at the mammother( Heywood 2018).
Almost from the moment the child emerged from infancy,child entered to the adult world, and participated in their daily activities, entertainments, conversations. Childhood was not even an obstacle to marriage.  It was a marriage in which parents paired young children with each other(Stark 1997).
An example from Polish history is Queen Jadwiga of Anjou, who at the age of four married eight year old William of Habsburg, and at the age of eleven was crowned king of Poland, and a year later married Prince Władysław Jagiełło.However early marriages, did not only occur at royal family. From the early Middle Ages, age of majority was 12 for girls and 15 for boys .(Kellogg 1932).
Among those who subjected the situation of the child at the time to criticism were the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages. It highlighted that childhood was a special time. According to the church, the child is an innocent and sincere being. Because of its fragility and helplessness, it requires special care and attention The fathers of the Catholic Church said that marriage is special because it unites two people forever and a child is not ready for it (Catechism2022).
In the early 16th century, only some of the youngest children (up to the age of 3-4)  had toys adapted to their needs, children most often used items used by adults to play with. In a Capucine article from 1970, we can find information that toys have always accompanied children, but they were not always adapted to children's needs. The toys from this era tended to be made of perishable materials such as wood, wax, cloth and even grass(Arkeotopia 2022).
In modern times, the beliefs of Jan Amos Comenius appear to be innovative because they begin to shape the personality of the child. Comenius regarded childhood experiences as an irreversible process, emphasising that childhood experiences are the most profound and remain in every human being as long as we live(Parry 2015).
The legacy of the Age of Enlightenment is the 'invention of childhood. During this period, the child is given ready made prescriptions for everything needed in life. Thus, the fore runner of the English Enlightenment, John Locke, believed that the foundation of educational success was physical health. "In a healthy body a healthy spirit," .Locke wanted to revolutionalise and dynamise existing pedagogy. Locke propounded the thesis that the mind of the child is a "tabula rasa" and that the child in itself is neither good nor bad.Tobula rase It is the state of mind in its original state, i.e. the mind is empty before receiving outside impulses(Duschinsky 2012).
John Locke stated that the natural inclinations of the child should be developed, and that physical punishment as a means of education should be minimised and replacing it with respect. Locke dismissed the idea that the child was a miniature of the adult(Chappel 1994).
Locke's opinions predated the theory of Johann Jacques Rousseau , who made a real breakthrough in 18th century pedagogy by extolling the primal state of man living in nature. That was greatest credit that Rousseau discovered the child as a child. Rousseau argued that the education of the child should be grounded in an understanding of childhood(Chappel 1994).
In an atmosphere of discussion about the future of the child, the Swedish writer and feminist Ellen Key published book The Century of the Child. It was supposed to herald a new century the 20th in which the interests of the child were to be brought to the fore and raised was to be paramount, but it is clear that this has never happened. The writer believed that the best environment for care and education children was parents . In Key publications, was a strong voice in defence of children who were forced to work in factories. Key criticised child labour and proposed the impementation of labour protection for young people  However, it was aware that the owners of big industry would not give up on child labor so easily in the pursuit of ever increasing profit. Children sometimes did as much work as adults, but for much less pay. (Macinai 2016).
 In the book  "Children forsaken " Walker shows the dark story of child labor .The 18th century in Britain  the industrial revolution, which meant the exploitation of the workforce, including very young child labour. Some of the largest industrial cities were Birmingham, Manchester and Liverpool, which were rapidly growing from small villages to large and thriving cities. Unfortunately, child deaths also increased as children were forced into hard labour(Walker 2021).
Thompson state that children as young as four years old were forced to work in factories, in the coal mines, as shoe cleaners or as matches and flower sellers.  However Pal stated some children worked as builders or domestic servants, the working hours were very long, for example as builders they worked about 64 hours a week and the servants worked up to 80 hours a week. Children who worked in the mines often died because they had to squeeze through very narrow passageways. Children from poor families were expected by their parents to provide for their family as it was their duty. Children's wages were very low, often amounting to as little as 10-20 per cent of an adult's salary(Thompson 1968),(Pal 2016).
The exploitation of children by entrepreneurs was normal, children were forced into murderous labour. Dorothy Butson Jebby was one of the few people who stood up strongly against such abuses.In 1919, Dorothy Buxton, Jebb was open the foundation of Save the Children, a foundation aimed was to help and protect children during the war. One of the first laws to protect children was made in 1920, with great support from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Save the Children Foundation and the International Union of Save the Children. On 23 February 1923, the International Save the Children Union adopted the first ever Declaration of the Rights of the Child. In 1924, Jebb presented this document to the League of Nations, stating that parents should protect the rights of children and prevent them from working, Dorothy Jebb believed that children should be well cared and protect . On 26 September 1924, the League of Nations adopted the declaration and named it the Geneva Declaration. This was one of the most important days in the history of childhood(Humanium 2022).
After the Second World War, UNICEF was founded in 1946 with the aim of caring for children in countries devastated by war. The foundation's programmes and activities included child nutrition, health care, vaccinations, emergency aid and combating social ills. In more than half a century of activity, it has developed into an innovative institution for the care of children, fighting for the child's fundamental right to life and proper development(UNICEF 2022).
The developing humanistic pedagogy put forward new postulate recognising the human being   development as a higher value.  It emphasised the subjectivity of the child and thus the right to dignity, autonomy and consideration of the real needs and abilities of children. It recognised the child's world as different, but equal and not subordinate to the world
The most important contemporary international document is undoubtedly the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by the ONZ  in 1989 and implemented a year later.  It covers children's rights such as the right to life, personal integrity, the right to privacy, the right to a court of law, the right to a free education, the right to respect for their dignity and self-esteem. The Convention establishes the status of the child based on the following principles: the child is an autonomous subject, but due to the child's mental and physical immaturity, it requires special care and legal protection the child as a human being(Humanium 2022).




























In conclusion

The turn of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, due to the development of medical and paedagogical sciences, can boast a wonderful knowledge of the child and education that previous eras did not have. However  today it is  more reports than ever of acts of violence (physical, psychological, sexual) and cruelty by parents towards their children.Centuries of experience in the protection of children's rights indicate that children have been and still are victims in storied international and local conflicts, and are victims of rape, abuse and exploitation. Each century has brought death, orphanhood, suffering and hunger to millions of children across almost the entire world. The twentieth century was the century of two world wars in which human rights were not respected and even more trampled upon.  Despite these terrible experiences, the child in the 21st century in many countries does not have basic rights and needs guaranteed. It is still the case that children are exploited by adults who are not sufficiently concerned with their fate and needs. Securing their rights therefore remains an open problem and a major challenge
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