Day 1
Morning session: I took charge of an activity for Children in need week whilst the class teacher caught up with reading groups. I wrote instructions on the board and made a competition for who could create the best new character to be friends with Pudsey bear. During this task I worked 1:1 with a child with additional learning needs. 
 
Afternoon session: In the afternoon I went to the computer suite with my 1:1 and we created menus on HWB for a Lego restaurant we planned to build. We then went to a classroom and completed our Lego creation and uploaded a picture of it on the iPad to the pupils HWB account. 
  
As it was my first day on placement I attended a meeting with the teaching assistant who usually worked with the 1:1 pupil and we discussed the pupils needs and how to handle any behavior problems. I also had time to go through the pupil’s case study and find out more details of his personality so that I could build a rapport with him. I was also given a handbook for the school, which stated their policies and what was expected of me as an individual on placement. 


Day 2
Morning session: For the first two hours of the morning I worked with twenty different pupils on an individual basis. I spoke to each pupil about their individual development plans (IDPS), I asked the pupils to read through their targets and spoke about if they had been practicing/how they felt about the IDP’s. Every child had a slightly different task but most of them had at least twenty spelling words to complete, there was also a mathematics or literacy task to be done. I noticed that the children were very good at the spelling and when I asked about when the words were last changed they couldn’t remember and when I spoke to the teacher about this she said that the woman who usually works with the children had been off for a while and so the words hadn’t been changed as often as usual. 
 
Afternoon session: I observed a science experiment on burning, all the children sat around a table with the class teacher who was to do the experiment. Safety was mentioned and then the reasons for the experiment. I watched the experiment but also timed how long each item took to burn and input this on to the interactive board for afterwards. The pupil’s spoke about how the material burned, looked, smelt. Results were then recorded in the children’s textbooks; I sat with a lower ability group and helped them with their structure. 

Day 3
Morning Session: The class were discussing dragons, where they came from? When they lived on the earth? And what they looked like. Using Kidpedia the teacher brought up information about dinosaurs on the whiteboard and the children then used this information to make a history poster on the iPad'. The children took it in turns as groups to do this task, as there weren’t more than eight iPad'. Whilst one group worked on the iPad' I did some weighing activities with play dough, the children made a dragon out of the play dough and then put it in the weighing scale, they then used blocks and counted how many blocks it took to balance the scale and then they knew how many blocks their dragon weighed. After all the children had created their dragon poster the teacher put on a short clip from the film “How to train your dragon”. 
  
Afternoon session: I took out a group of children and we sat in the library, I asked all the children to pick a book from the stage they were on and practice and then I read with them one at a time. I made sure to observe how the child was reading and if they were on the right stage and I reported my findings to the teacher as one child needed to be moved up a stage.  After reading I sat with different groups in class using numicons to do subtraction, during this task I was concerned for one child who seemed to be unable to count numbers under ten and I raised this concern with the teacher. 

Day 4
Morning session: The year 1 class had to complete their middle infant screening test (MIST), the teacher explained to me that the test would be a literacy test that would find out the lowest achieving 20% of the class. The children had an hour and a half to complete the test at their own pace, questions could only be repeated once, so most of this time I just oversaw the test. 
  
At lunchtime the class teacher spoke to me about the lower ability group and asked me if I would work with four of the pupils on their middle infant numeracy test (MINT).  
  
Afternoon session: I sat with the four lower ability children and helped them to read their numeracy test and I explained the questions to them, I was able to guide them but not give or tell them to change answers. 
At the end of the day I conducted circle time, asked the children what they enjoyed about the day and then we passed positive emotions and actions around the circle, for example pass the smile or pass the high five. 
 

Day 5 
Morning session: The year 1 class had to complete their middle infant screening test (MIST), the teacher explained to me that the test would be a literacy test that would find out the lowest achieving 20% of the class. The children had an hour and a half to complete the test at their own pace, questions could only be repeated once, so most of this time I just oversaw the test. 
  
At lunchtime the class teacher spoke to me about the lower ability group and asked me if I would work with four of the pupils on their middle infant numeracy test (MINT).  
  
Afternoon session: I sat with the four lower ability children and helped them to read their numeracy test and I explained the questions to them, I was able to guide them but not give or tell them to change answers. 
At the end of the day I conducted circle time, asked the children what they enjoyed about the day and then we passed positive emotions and actions around the circle, for example pass the smile or pass the high five. 






Day 6 
Morning Session: The day started with a spelling test, I then went through all the books, marked and input the results into pages on the teacher’s iPad. I then sorted out homework and letters for the end of the day. Before break we started to practice dances for the Christmas concert in advance, the year 3’s were doing ‘Christmas around the world’. We practiced a Spanish dance using a YouTube video and then an American cowboy dance. I recorded both dances so that the children could look on the iPad when practicing again. 
  
Afternoon Session: We discussed costumes with the children and had a look on the Internet for ideas and also talked about items they might already have in the house that they could use to save money. The class ended the day by drawing up their plans for the weekend and wrote a few sentences to go with their picture. I went around the class discussing the plans with the children and helping them with spelling and grammar. 
 


Day 7
Morning Session: The children rotated around different activities, the first group were baking cupcakes, the second group were doing a cutting and sticking activity and the third group were working with me on their handwriting skills. We first used the interactive board to practice around ten letters, the children then used a pen and white board to practice whilst I drew lines in their book and did some guided dot to dot letters for some of the children who were struggling. The children then did the practice in their books with my help; I did this with all three groups. 
  
Afternoon Session:  The teacher had a picture of a castle on the interactive board and the children all helped to label the parts of the castle and explain what they were there for. After some learning on the carpet the children went to the hall to do P.E. I helped explain how to hold the hockey sticks and worked with two groups of pupils practicing hockey drills, such as dribbling the ball in and out of cones. At the end of the day the children practiced some tricky words using a YouTube video, I thought the children knew the words very well and it seemed to me watching this every school day and repeating the words had helped them learn as the teacher also tested them with the words on flashcards and they had them all correct. 
 

Day 8 
Morning Session: I worked 1:1 all day in a secluded room with a child with autism. I was given briefing by a member of staff on the child’s usual behavior and how to get him to do some work by rewarding points so that he could do a fun activity at the end of the week. I managed to get the pupil to complete his spelling test first thing and then we did some reading practice. The pupil then showed me all of his Lego creations on HWB; he had previously uploaded photos of his old creations. I asked the pupil if he would do some work in return for some points in his book and he did start doing some writing but quickly changed his mind and started playing games on a laptop which I had asked him not to do. 

Afternoon Session: We built a Lego prison and discussed what each part of the prison was used for. Sometimes the pupil acted friendly towards me and said he liked me and wanted me to help with his prison and then the next minute he wanted to break up anything I had created. The afternoon then took a turn for the worse with the pupil refusing to do and work and deciding to run away down the corridors and slamming doors, all I could do/was told to do was follow him around and make sure he was safe. This day left me feeling a bit deflated, as I didn’t feel like I had helped the pupil I was working with and he kept putting himself in situations that could have been dangerous and it worried me. After speaking to staff I organised to have some training, which was available the next day to help with my 1:1 work 

Day 9

I met up with the staff member from Team Teach who had coincidently been scheduled to come in for training that week with the schools teaching assistants. The school had allowed me to attend last minute for the day as they thought it would be beneficial for me after the day I had with my 1:1 pupil with autism.  I was given a workbook that had many chapters on safeguarding and communication. The Team Teach staff member talked about protecting yourself, protecting the pupils and also how to deescalate situations through verbal and non-verbal techniques.  
We had a small break and did a little quiz on situations where behavior is bad. The group of teaching assistants and I then had to do some practice techniques on how to restrain a pupil who’s a danger to themselves or others and how to make sure they get restrained without being hurt. The main part of the training was to make sure that any situation where this training needed to be used, you had to make sure that your actions were reasonable and justified. The trainer said that most schools mainstream and additional learning needs schools have been experiencing more behavior problems in the last few years and that this training was very necessary. I found the training very helpful and it made me feel like I could be more confident in a difficult situation with any pupil and pupils with additional learning needs. 
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Day Ten

Morning Session: on my last day of placement I worked in the nursery, there was only one more week until the Christmas holidays so we started the morning by practicing Christmas songs for their concert ‘Oops a daisy angel’, some of the children also had very small sentences to say. The teacher asked them to practice their words, at first the children were shy and quiet and then the teacher asked if they would do it again louder, they responded by shouting their lines out for all to hear. The children then went off to do different activities such as threading beads on a string, playing in the home corner, arts and crafts and outdoor play. I was on the playground ensuring the children didn’t have any safety issues when riding the bikes. 
  
Afternoon Session: The school had the designed to smile team in that afternoon and we had to take the nursery up to the junior school to have fluoride varnish put on to their teeth, most of the children had very good baby teeth and they all had their teeth done with no fuss.  At the end of the day we did another rotation of the mornings activities and then ended the day with a few stories including a video of Julia Donaldson’s Stick man, it was a really good video and was read emphasising all the important parts and the children seemed to really enjoy this. On the way out all the children got handed milk, as they weren’t able to drink it earlier that day due to having the fluoride varnish on their teeth. 


e e

i con o Lo O s o o
e s e

e S o
i R

2
e s O e s 54t e
e gty o . vt
e o e i 5 s e e R
e ot ot

gt g eyt o A
e e e e o T e o
s e i e

[ O
e e
ST
e e
T e



