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The aim of my proposed study to overcoming barriers to specific learning difficulties I will be focusing on dyslexia. The aim of my essay is to find out the key characteristics of SPLD in literacy, how SPLD in literacy impacts on children’s learning and also their emotional development and supporting learning opportunities for children with dyslexia. My main focus is to define dyslexia and the effects dyslexia has on a child.
Dyslexia is one of the most common learning difficulties in children it is a neurological condition. A child experiencing dyslexia tend to have significant difficulties in writing, reading, spelling or manipulating number which are not reflective of a child’s intellectual ability. There are different types of dyslexia the most common type of dyslexia is primary dyslexia and is a dysfunction to rather than damage to the cerebral cortex the left side of brain and does not change with age. It is also passed through family genes and it is found more in boys than girls. The other type of dyslexia is secondary or developmental dyslexia this type of dyslexia is caused during early pregnancy during the early stages of the fetal development. Developmental dyslexia diminishes as the child grows. It is also more common in boys. Then we have trauma dyslexia caused by a brain trauma injuring the area of the brain that controls writing and reading. It is rarely seen in today’s school aged children. The two main conditions are acquired dyslexia which occurs in adults usually after a accident and developmental dyslexia which occurs in children and the cause is still unknown. One very puzzling thing about children who have dyslexia is that they are often achieving well in other arrears they may be good at speaking and listening but for example have serious problems and be achieving well below what you would expect in spelling, writing and reading. One massive outcome of a child with dyslexia is a high level of frustration that can lead to emotional and behavioural difficulties. Having these difficulties as child in their day to day lives can cause much unhappiness and distress. 
Dyslexia also known as developmental reading disorder refers to a child’s difficulty with reading, writing and spelling due to the brains decreased recognition of symbols such as letters and numbers. It can also affect other cognitive arrears such as memory, time management, and speed of processing, co-ordination and directional aspects. There may be phonological and visual difficulties and there is usually some discrepancy in performances in different arrears of learning. Some of the most common characteristics are difficulty rhyming words and sounds, poor sequencing and spelling, avoids writing tasks, restless or easily distracted and another one is left and right confusion. Writing is a main characteristic that dyslexia children are faced against writing is a very important part throughout ones day to day life and struggling in writing no doubt would not let a dyslexic child reach their full potential. A dyslexic child could also face poor motor control which this affects their handwriting. 
I cannot express enough how important it is recognizing dyslexia early on is vital. Each child has their own way of learning which is personal to each child. Every child will learn when they are ready to learn as they find it difficult to attain skills which cannot be forced. Some children find it hard to complete tasks due to having dyslexia which could make it very difficult for a child to express their feelings and will leave them feeling distressed and will make them very frustrated. Another difficulty in dyslexia whilst a child is reading they reverse their letters for example the word may be saw by the child would read this as was (Bindadyslexiacentre.org.2014.)  A child with dyslexia will show signs of difficulty in spelling they demonstrate this by misspelling words. As shown earlier on in the essay.

Each day children are faced with many new concepts and various challenges can you imagine how frustrating it is for any child to face not only new challenges life has but to face these challenges daily with a learning disability such as dyslexia has caused many children to have emotional and behaviour difficulties. A appropriate approach to helping dyslexic children is being aware of the child’s weaknesses and strengths to enable you to focus on positive learning strategies and also consistent encouragement so that the child feels comfortable. Dyslexia children are particularly at risk of developing low self esteem children with high self esteem are more likely to achieve better in the classroom environment and in school work, they also have few behaviour problems.
Dyslexia screening assessments can be carried out by an educational psychologist or appropriately qualified specialist dyslexia teacher. There a various ways to request an assessment for a child sometimes it can be time consuming and a frustrating process.  The tests may examine the child’s reading and writing, logical reasoning, language development, vocabulary development, memory; the speed the child can process visual and auditory information and also organisational skills and approaches to learning. Depending on the child’s severity of learning difficulties it may be possible to manage the child’s difficulties through a action plan. In a small number of cases where the child’s difficulties do not improve they may be able to do a fuller assessment which will cover all the aspects of the child’s development. This would result in a more formal legally binding educational plan being drawn up for the child. It is known as a educational healthcare plan which will be documented every year when it is reviewed. It is for children and young people who need extra help under the age of 25. The assessment needs to consider classroom and curriculum factors and the learning preferences of the certain child as each child is different. Assessment for dyslexia is a process that involves much more than just a test. The main difficulties for children with dyslexia usually relates to the decoding or encoding of print. The discrepancies may be apparent such as in comparing decoding skills with reading and listening comprehension.
Certain theories suggest that cognitive, brain level, balance, genetic, x and y chromosomes, neurobiological and phonics are all linked to dyslexia. The x and y chromosomes associated with dyslexia is extremely common in children that have a chromosomal disorder. Some researcher theories state that if a boy has dyslexia he chances of his farther already having it is high. A child may or may not inherit the tendency to develop dyslexia from their parents. Even if the child does inherit the genetic tendency they child may not experience problems related to dyslexia. Dyslexia isn’t caused by a single gene but by a combination of genetic traits. Although dyslexia tends to run in family’s there is no way to know if a individual child with develop dyslexia. Although there is a lot of genetic influence dyslexia is similar to any other ability, weakness or mental attitude. 
Having dyslexia and having to live with this learning disability will bring unawareness which brings uneasiness, a sense of feeling lost and the child has the tendency to focus on the negative side of things. If we don’t understand how a child functions we cannot help them. Having a learning disability doesn’t have to be a disadvantage, it’s just a different learning style and different approach to how children look at things. Why not help children approach learning disabilities from their advantages rather than their disadvantages. There are many famous people with dyslexia such as Albert Einstein who was a theoretical physicist born in 1879 Also Thomas Edison a American inventor and also Walt Disney the American entrepreneur. They are living proof that learning differences can be a serious advantage.
 Now to conclude I believe that if a child develops in a positive, optimistic and supportive surrounding they will develop in to a self confident person and this will massively help with a child suffering with dyslexia. To stop children feeling alone and frustrated to build their self esteem instead of suffering in silence. Creativity is the key to any child that suffers with dyslexia they can think outside the box. Dyslexia is not a disease or an identifiable physical condition but a learning style. Albert Einstein once said everything should be made as simple as possible but not simpler. 
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