1707573- Describe How Specific Learning Difficulties in Literacy impact on learning and 
achievement.

In my essay I am going to talk about the specific learning difficulties in literacy, the learning 
difficulty is dyslexia. How dyslexia is an impact on learning and achieving. Firstly, I will be 
identifying the key characteristics of dyslexia, secondly, I will be showing the impacts on 
learning and the emotional development that will relate to the behavioural consequences of a 
person with dyslexia. Thirdly, I will be evaluating approaches to support learning and 
opportunities for individuals with dyslexia. Finally, I will be showing organisations that may 
help an adult or a child with dyslexia. 

The key characteristics of dyslexia as a specific learning difficulty in literacy. Dyslexia is a 
word that describes several difficulties in literacy. Some people think that dyslexia means that 
a person cannot read or write. However, there is a wide range of difficulties under the word 
dyslexia. Firstly, a person with dyslexia will have difficulties with letters, by getting them 
mixed up for example the letters D, B and P when writing the wrong way around and confusing 
the sounds. For instance, a letter will sound one way when you think it, but you will wright it 
down differently. Secondly, a person with dyslexia may not be able to remember verbal 
instructions, and easily forget the order of events and days of the week. Therefore, this suggests 
they will have as short attention span, if asked to copy something or take notes and have no 
interest in reading. Finally, all the difficulties will make a person embarrassed if they are 
asked to spell a word or read aloud, because of this it may demonstrate restless behaviour, 
anxiety and concept to failure when asked to do a literacy task. 

The impacts on learning and emotional development will relate to behavioural consequences 
of dyslexia. A child or adult with dyslexia may have intense frustration as the find areas in 
there learning difficult. Therefor they may develop behavioural difficulties. Lawrence (2009). 
A child then may start to fell a failure as the find literacy hard and start to lack confidence. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lawrence (2009, p105) suggests “it is important that dyslexic children are identified early in 
their school career”.  This is important because if it is identified the child can get the support 
they need before any behavioural issues occur. In school you may find a child will start to feel 
frustrate when they can not keep up with the other children. A child may tend to become  
more outwardly aggressive with the teachers or the other children. They may start to not 
cooperate in class when asked to do their work or red aloud. This may make the child feel 
inadequate to the other children then start to develop low self – esteem. This will make them
feel less confident in front of other people, as a child with dyslexia may often forget things or 
they might be slow to react, this would also make them feel less confident. It is also important 
for teachers and parents to make sure a child with dyslexia remains positive and motivated in 
there work, so they don’t think they will always fail. Lawrence (2009) 
Reid (2009,p34) also states:
            “The effects of an assessment process can make a child have feelings of failure and they should be encouraged and made aware that the results are for the school provisions to help the student achieve.” 
Anxiety also pays a big part with a person with dyslexia, most children will have anxiety about 
failing something but a person with dyslexia is more prone to experience anxiety, possibly they 
have filed before in something they will remember it and react with anxiety when aske to do a 
similar task again. Pollock and Waller (1994) also state” the fear of failure to write legibly or 
spell correctly, fear of a teacher’s anger, or ridicule of work may result in a general lack of self-
confidence”. This can also lead to anxiety. 

However, there are approaches to supporting learning. Usually the teacher is the first person to 
identify if a child is not performing at school. The teacher will also make the parent aware of 
the child’s difficulties, then they can discuss with them the process to help and support them 
learning in school, by doing an informal assessment. for instance, this may be a checklist with 
the child because of doing this it can be the start of the dyslexia diagnosis, Read (2011).
However, the assessment process involves more than just a test by the teacher, at school the 
Special Educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) can do the test, also a local authority 
educational psychologist or other specialist in dyslexia can test a child, NHS (2015). The 
assessment / screening may involve the school SENCO observing the child and talking to key 
adults involved with the child. Next the child will take part in a series of tests involving in 
reading and writing, language development, memory, organisation skills and how they process 
visual and auditory information, NHS (2015). So early screening is important to get a 
diagnostic result for dyslexia, so the child can have the help and support form a young age.
Because of this screening the parent and school will receive a report showing the strengths 
And weaknesses. Therefore, if the child learning needs are sever the school can manage the 
needs by doing a plan, this is called an (IEP) Individual Educational Plan. If the child 
difficulties do not improve there may be a more formal legally binding educational plan made 
called an Educational Healthcare plan (EHC). This is then renewed formally every year. When 
a child is diagnosed, they will receive provisions in school to help them with literacy, such as 
extra time for examinations up to twenty five percent extra time, laptops, coloured over lay 
paper to go over the top of there work to stop the white glair to make their work easier to read.

A range of organisations can help an adult or child with a diagnosis or give information to help 
a person with dyslexia or think they may have dyslexia. The British Dyslexia association can 
provide online screening, the individual can it on their own without professional qualifications. 
The report from the test can provide useful information an adult can give to an employer, so 
The Employer can adjust their job roll, as some adults may not have been tested in School. 
There is also a programme called the Nessy Quest, it is a screening tool that can be used at 
home or school, it takes as little as twenty-minute game-based format that motivates students 
perform without them even realising they have being tested, Nessy (2011). I have been 
diagnosed with dyslexia, I was tested at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David in 
February 2018. As it wasn’t picked up when I was in school, but I have always struggled with 
literacy in school into my adult life. The screening that has been given to myself has been very 
interesting to find out things about myself I was not aware of and has answered a lot of things 
that I have questioned myself about. The test has shown me that I am a visual and a kinetic 
learner. My difficulties are the sounds of letters thinking a letter sounds like one letter but 
putting a different letter in its place when its written down, also leaving letters out of small 
words because when you say the word you do sound it out the letter, so I tend to leave it out 
without noticing. Now I have been diagnosed a report is going to be made, sent to student 
services then I will have resources to help me. As an adult doing the screening it has made me 
understand that if you are dyslexic you are not stupid it is your brain seeing and understanding 
differently to other people that do not have dyslexia, but you can achieve the same as anyone 
else. 

Although different theorists have put different emphases into their descriptions of dyslexia, 
There is a general agreement that the assessment process should be done at an early age if
Possible, so the child can have the appropriate support in school. As a result of a diagnosis, 
A lot of support can be put into place for the child or adult if they are not tested in school.
This support will help someone with dyslexia over come specific learning difficulties in 
literacy.
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