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Evidence-based policing (EBP) refers to the availability of evidence that is used to inform policing practices and decision-making. EBP helps in tactical decisions in police departments with the available evidence. In this context, the study highlights the concept of EBP with classical criminology. The study reflects on the knife crime case to analyse the ideas of EBP and classical criminology. Accordingly, the study discusses different theories of classical criminology to describe evidence-based policing. Moreover, the study emphasises the strength and weaknesses of classical criminology and EBP in light of knife crime.
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Conflict theory 
The conflict theory is an important theory to describe classical criminality with the concept of EBP. As highlighted by Siregar et al. (2020), conflict theory refers to the behaviour of societies and the availability of resources in conducting criminal activities. In this context, this theory reflects on the social inequalities and lack of resources on this earth in order to define criminology. Accordingly, this theory states that the differentiation in class and societies creates criminal activities. In addition, Conflict theory includes the power of high-class people to reduce crime rates by addressing the different groups and classes in societies. Therefore, it can be highlighted that the conflict theory is effective in order to emphasise classical criminology by defining the power of societal class. 
The general theory of crime 
The general theory of crime is another important theory that demonstrates the behaviour of people in committing crimes in these societies. As commented by Ngo et al. (2022), the general theory of crimes reflects the low self-control of people responsible for conducting crimes in localities. In this context, the theory states that low self-control influences people to commit crimes in order to achieve their necessities. According to the theory, children can be considered as low self-control characters for committing crimes. Thus, it can be observed that the general theory of crime is appropriate for analysing classical criminology with the concept of low self-control capability. 
Labelling theory 
Labelling theory plays an important role in understanding the concept of classical criminology properly. As opined by Gålnander (2020), the labelling theory of crime refers to powerful people creating deviant criminal activities with powerless people. Based on the theory, powerful people create social discrimination by labilise powerless people as criminals for their criminal activities. The theory aims to prevent labelling minor acts as deviant by making effective policies. Hence, it can be highlighted that the labelling theory is an essential theory to define the ideas of classical criminology through the labelling theory of crime. . 
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Classical criminology-related theories help in understanding the ways of crimes by the people in society. In this context, conflict theory helps to understand the mindset of criminals committing crimes due to the unavailability of resources and social discrimination. It helps police departments to assume crime rates in concentrated locations by measuring the availability of resources and social conflicts. Moreover, conflict theory and the general theory of crime theory are able to influeence police departments to make decisions based on the social inequalities in certain areas to prevent crimes. On the other hand, the general theory of crime refers to the self-control of people in committing crimes (Ngo et al. 2022). Accordingly, the theory helps police departments to identify people with low self-control ability in preventing crimes. Moreover, the labelling theory defines that the police departments need to make strategies to prevent labelling minor acts like deviant to maintain social peace and prosperities. 
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The SARA model is an important model for problem-solving policies in police departments. As per the view of Hinkle et al. (2020), there are four stages of the SARA model such as scanning, analysing, response and assessment. In this context, police need to scan crime and mental disorder problems to prevent criminal activity. Accordingly, police need to analyse the gathered information regarding the crime to access positive outcomes. Moreover, the police can respond with the gathered information regarding the crime to reach positive outcomes. In addition, the assessment of the responses is needed to make changes in the investigation. Therefore, it can be said that the SARA model is effective for the EBP in terms of making decisions for classical criminology. 
Hotspot policing refers to the identification of places that are concentrated for crimes. As per the opinion of Braga et al. (2019), hotspot policing targets the resources and activities to assume crimes in hotspot areas. In this context, police departments are able to measure the crime rate of concentrated areas through hotspot policing. Moreover, hotspot policing includes direct police patrol and aggressive disorder enforcement to prevent crimes in concentrated areas. Moreover, police departments follow this model in order to identify the areas of crime to prevent crime rates in societies. Thus, it can be said that hotspot policing is important in terms of making decisions in police activities. 
Problem-oriented policing (POP) is an essential model to support the policing strategy to prevent crimes. As per the study by Bullock et al. (2021) pop includes effective strategies to prevent crime risks in the localities. In this context, the model allows diagnosing the ability of police departments to reduce crime rates in hotspot areas. Accordingly, the model refers to the efficiency of solving problems in society to reduce crime risk positively. Moreover, POP includes the identification of crimes through patrolling and CCTV surveillance to make effective strategies to prevent crimes and criminal activities. Hence, it can be said that POP is an effective model to emphasise EBP in order to reduce crimes in societies. 
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POP (problem-oriented policing) entails identifying and resolving issues that raise the risk of crime in locations with relatively high levels of crime, problem-oriented enforcement. As per the opinion of Hinkle et al. (2020), POP is difficult since authorities must identify and address issues that could relate to a variety of issues that contribute to crime. Accordingly, classical criminology includes the judicial system based on human rights in society. It allows the government of the country to manage their POP system including judicial acts based on every criminal activity. Thus, it can be stated that classical criminology is used in the POP method in terms of reducing illegal action and crime in society by managing the government's legal system by identifying the rate of criminal activities. On the other hand, as per the opinion of Bricker (2022), SARA is a problem-solving policy that includes scanning, analysis, response, and assessment which helps to reduce criminal activities in society. Presently, the police department uses SARA criminology in order to increase the problem-solving efforts and develop training activities. Accordingly, classical criminology involves the SARA practising in terms of providing rationality, punishment, due process, and human rights. It also provides the crime rate in society which helps the police department to prevent criminal activities. Thus, it can be stated that the SARA method is used to analyse the crime rate in terms of reducing the crime of different groups in society. 
In addition, Crime hotspots are zones with a high crime rate. A map is typically used to depict these. According to Butt et al. (2020), they are designed for investigators and analysts who want to investigate geographic regions in connection with criminal activity. In this context, classical criminology focuses on the underlying circumstances that contribute to crime issues. It helps the government to detect the main reason for criminal activity in crime hotspot zones.  It entails locating and being responsible in the hotspot to manage the crime scene. This results in the execution of a customised solution.
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Knife offence includes making threats with a knife or using a blade as a weapon in public.it is a very popular crime activity in the UK which increases during the covid-19 pandemic situation. A number of 45,000 offences encompassing a knife or sharp object were committed in the fiscal year ending March 2022 in England and Wales (Parliament. uk, 2023). This crime activity increased in the UK during the covid-19 pandemic period. Knife crime in “Yorkshire very and northern Lincolnshire” has increased by 90% in a decade (BBC.com, 2023). In this context, most teenagers have been involved in these activities for killing people and robbery. individuals suffered during the pandemic period and were involved in knife crime activities. According to the most recent police statistics, crimes like robbery, violence, and murder have roughly risen in the area during the last ten years.  A total number of 5257 cases have been identified in “Yorkshire and northern Lincolnshire” in 2023 (BBC.com, 2023). 
In this context, “evidence-based policing” enables users to appreciate the effects of various crime-fighting strategies, including their expenses, efficacy, localities, and ways to be implemented. Moreover, it also helps the police department to reduce knife crime in society by analysing the crime rate. It helps the police department to identify the crime rates in the specific society in terms of reducing violence. As per the opinion of Dimou (2021), classical criminology helps the government to reduce crime rates in society and provide accurate actions against criminal activity. Accordingly, it helps the police department of the UK to collect cases of knife crime activities in specific locations in the UK. The policies of west midlands recorded a total of 152 cases which included knife crime activity at the end of 2021 (BBC.com, 2023). In this context, classical criminology is helpful for every sector in order to understand crime-related theories for managing and controlling the situation of criminal activities. The number of 9% knife crime cases increased in 2022 compared to the previous year in the UK (Parliament. uk, 2023). This evidence allows the police staff, officers and research professionals to identify the reasons for the rising knife crime in society. Thus, it can be stated that research professionals collect the evidence in terms of taking valuable action against knife crime activity in society. On the other hand, police can respond with the collected data regarding knife crime to reach positive outcomes. Apart from that, the overall evidence enhances the “evidence-based policy” for the police department to develop their decisions for using active approaches in terms of reducing knife crime in the society in the UK. 
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Crime is viewed as a free choice to commit a crime, according to the traditional thought process in criminology. The pain-pleasure principle is used to make this decision including people acting in ways that maximise pleasure while minimising pain. As per the opinion of YEOMANS et al. (2020), The primary flaw in classical criminology is that it assumes that all criminals are knowledgeable and freely conduct their own decisions. On the other hand, the main strength of classical criminology includes lowering crime rates and also providing deterrence and a manner in which to effectively control individuals who revolt against the system. 
In addition, Evidence-based enforcement of the law is a regulation and strategic decision-making approach used by police departments. It arises from a broader movement towards evidence-based practices. As per the opinion of Engel et al. (2020), “evidence-based policing” enables users to comprehend the effects of various crime-fighting measures, including their costs, effectiveness, locations, and methods of implementation. In turn, the police department uses “evidence-based policing” as a crime reduction toolkit in order to measure the crime in the locality. On the other hand, as per the view of Cowen and Cartwright (2019), Evidence-based practice has drawbacks such as a lack of evidence, the neglect of rational thinking, and the effort and difficulty involved in acquiring reliable, believable information. In turn, it reduces the ability to find valid credible evidence. 
[bookmark: _Toc129190727]Conclusion 
On a concluding note, it can be said that evidence-based policing is effective in terms of defining classical criminology properly. In this context, the conflict theory, general theory of crime and labelling theory is important in order to understand crime and criminality positively. Moreover, the theories can help the police department to make strategies in order to prevent crimes. Moreover, the POP, hotspot and SARA models have been used in this study to demonstrate classical criminology. In addition, the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology have been addressed in this study in light of knife crime. 
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