[image: /var/folders/52/bgg40vy556j4nk3tsr7hjx4h0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/35D50B49.tmp]

	
assessment component 2
written essay: Children young people and families 
Student name: Naomi Philander
Student ID:1909017
Module code:(BMHP5004)
Lecture name: Bianca Sanfilippo
Word count:2216









Introduction 
This essay aim to give the meaning of social construction of childhood .it will also gives a overview of the changes that’s has taken place in childhood since historical time within the children and families in the UK and around the world comparing the life of children who face neglect and abuse to those who are more privileged ,it also outline the family as a social constructed concept and the changes that family in the UK and around the world,  and the social factors that has played a part in these changes. this essay will also discuss and provide different interventions in the UK and how vulnerable children can get support in order to help reduce inequalities between children with advantages and disadvantaged background.
 According to (UNCRC,1991) law Childhood is considered as anyone under the age of 18, any child under this age is more exposed to vulnerability and needs protection(kehily,2013) Although childhood has a short history it has grown more as an area of academic policy interest within the recent years. Childhood is known as a constructed concept (kehily,2013) even though there is no universal definition of childhood it is varies according to cultural and social economic factors. Social sciences have precisely handled childhood through theories of socialization or developmental psychology approach which leave children to be considered as a natural rather than social phenomenon. The assumption of childhood is a social construct that reveals our understanding of what is meant by childhood and that we are placed upon children.
It is known that childhood is categorised differently according to economic and cultural factors, when we compare two different countries such as the UK and Africa, the 2 upbringing is much different as the UK is more developed and modernised and Africa is underdeveloped and much harder in certain aspects such as child labour, child marriage, child prostitution and children work from a very young age in order to help support the entire family. Over more than 250 million of woman today are married before the age of 15, and many against their will. while child marriage robs them of their childhood, education, freedom and health it also leaves them vulnerable and open to abuse for the rest of their lives. child marriage mostly occurs in poor country such as Africa as this is an undeveloped country and not a lot of organization are put in place to protect children against these acts. Over the years a lot of research has been made on the factors that help to contribute to child marriage ,these research shows that social and cultural norms ,including those that are associated with faith, influences the age of which a girl is expected to marry.in addition socio-economic status ,education levels and community context helps to influence the like hood of a child being married early .17% of child bride had been know to come from Africa .despite laws against child marriage ,various exceptions to the minimum age undermine these laws which makes it difficult to enforce child marriage different from country to country as in sub-Saharan Africa .the key reasons gender inequality and poverty. Social expectation  and norms expect girls to become wives and mothers where in poorer communities with less opportunities of work and education it seem as though there are no other alternative .this is also linked to female genital mutilation(GFM)where the clitoris gets removed from girls which is stated to be essential for marriage in many countries in addition to poverty girls from the poorest families are more likely to marry before 18.for less fortunate  families with many children marrying their daughter from an early age  means less mouth for the family to provide for  in addition to poverty. while child marriage is legal in most countries children in the UK it is compulsory for children to attend school until the age 16 and is expected to be in some form of education training until 18 years of age: GOV.UK.(2021) .child marriage is an violation and violence act towards children  rights which denies them their childhood ,the  chance to have an education and to be able to be independent in the future .many girls who are married from a young age are subjected to rape and abuse for the rest of their lives leaving them isolated from friends and family with no support. While child marriage is more high in and around the world this often leads to child labour leaving kids to work from a young age in order to support younger siblings or the entire family. Africa is known to have the highest level of child labour in the world, contrary to the image of child labour in most factory majority of the workers are children from African background with families who runs farm for a living. estimate shows that the number of underage working children in Africa could reach 100 million within the next 10-15 years, result explain that high rise in poverty has played a major part in child labour. according to (BASU 1999) children has also been a part of economic life. agencies such as NGO; ILO and UNICEF have combined forces in seeking ways oh how child labour can be reduced. according to Gov.uk (2021) kids in the UK   are expected to attend school until the age of 16 can seek part time jobs. with child labour comes child prostitution as many kids are forced to prostitution in order to make ends meet to take care of themselves. Child prostitution is common in other countries like Africa due to high level of poverty and child labour, to portray the right of Africa youths in the twenty-first century, Sam Mwale, a Kenyan social analyst state that too many children are brought up in deprivation and destitution, most African children are being brought up in very unpleasant surroundings with commercial sex and drugs misused. Child protection is closely linked to domestic violence, rape and other forms of sexual harassment. In 1989 study done by the United Nations on children rights show that 39%rate of prostitution was children ranging from age 9 -19 years. children are key elements of family life and are influenced mainly by their family therefore the family is responsible in making sure that their kids are in best health possible. the concept of families in the UK has been changing over the years due to rising in divorces leaving lots of single parents working more hours than usual in order to receive a suitable income to take care of the family. the social construction is the understanding of theory of society belief. this social construction helps to design and outline the stage of childhood. In the 17th centuries according to (cunningham2006) children were thought to be bad but then stated that children to be innocent and considered them to have clear vision. however, by influence of many ideas of childhood, children were asked to work from a primitive age while child marriage rate was at its highest. during the revolution from 1760-1830 the industries demanded child workers for minimal wages and long hours and was treated harshly. from 1837-1901 the British population then increased which give the privileged children division over the middle class, leaving the lower-class children to still work harder. Since the 17th centuries the United Nations convention on rights of the child (UNCRC,1991) policies and legislation has been put in place which contribute to proving children with education, work, and child health and safety. since child labour/work has been abolished today law states that any full time worker must be 16 or over for any form of full time employment (GOV.UK.,2021).which helps to protect children from abuse ,harm and any form of exploitation(UNICEF2016).one of the most important legislation that contribute to help change the lives of children are the legislation related to education.in 1880 when the education act was introduced it was made education compulsory for children from 5 to 11 years old .now in the UK children are required to be in education until the age of 16 years old and be in training until the age 18years old (GOV.UK.2021) compulsory has played a major part in helping to protect children from harm and abuse such as sexual consent from the age of 16 years old and restrict the use of alcohol until the age of 18.according to the NHS this legislation has played a major part in protecting teenagers form misused of alcohol at a early age . in according to Childline (2021) this legislation also helps to protect children from sexual abused. introduction of convention has been essential to ensuring every child has the right to life, education ,non-discrimination, protection from harm and abuse and healthy development (save the children,2021)child development and neuroscience contribute changes to the lives of children and helps to discipline stress the importance of providing good childhood to all children now more parents are able to spend more time with their children .according to Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory stating that development of a child was influenced by different factors external family. This theory based on 5 different systems. The macrosystem law, legislation policy and values of society, the mesosystem is the family, nursery, teachers, play groups, and relationship between these health services, people in these area, extended family and friends .according to Maslow’s theory human need to have physiological  things such as food, water, toilet, safety needs ,protection , relationships that makes them feel safe ,love/belonging ,confidence and self-esteem in order to reach their full potentials . By working together to protect children it requires all responsible agencies to be responsible in safeguarding the human rights of children. agencies such as G.P, NHS, and schools plays a major part to garget and protect the safeguarding of vulnerable children.
Schools are not only there to provide education for children but they also plays a major role of safeguarding children and supporting their needs .apart from providing moral and emotional support for children the school provide free school meal to children who family are not in work or are single parents who cannot afford to maintain a family home .by providing school meal for kids means no kids goes hungry or feels neglected where as in other countries this privilege is not available leaving kids vulnerable to child labouring ,child prostitution and child abuse .we then have the G.P and NHS who provides support in health making sure that every child is at good health and is developing as they should . every NHS funded organisation and health profession plays a part in ensuring that the principles and safeguarding of children be carried out. according to the child act 1989 every child must be protected until their 18th birthday.
Conclusion  
Although the lives of children in the UK has changed over the years ,many children are still living in poverty and poor condition ,some because of divorce in families leaving a lot of single parent who finds it hard to cope with going work and providing for the family ,while some parents do not have the right qualification in order to obtain a suitable job to provide some are relying on benefit which requires them to be in a part time work .as the concept of childhood has changed through the years ,and schools providing free school meals for children along with emotional support children are now able to enjoy their childhood without worrying about  child marriage ,child labour or even child prostitution. While some kids in the UK and around the world are still facing poverty and child neglect. According to Rowntree foundation (2021) 2.8 million children are still living in poverty. although children in Africa do not have the same access to free school meals and the support as children in the UK a total of 21 studies shown to be intervening in order to review and address the well being of children through various strategies in their community.
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