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For this second part of the portfolio I chose to read, review and evaluate the first chapter of Robert, F, Wenke and Deborah, J, Olzewski’s book “Patterns in Pre-History: Humankind’s first 3 million years” fifth edition. One of the main ideas I got from this chapter is the emphasis on how important it is to understand what the artefacts mean; it’s uses and who used them. The importance of the meaning of artefacts and the need for reconstruction is consistently repeated throughout the whole chapter. They talk about how we tend to assume a lot about the past because we simply just don’t know every small detail about past civilisations, much to our dismay. We take the objects and artefacts that we have and try to look at them from every angle, how was it made? Who made it? Why did they make it? What was their reasoning behind it? Who was it for? They also talk about how we may try to understand what the thought processes of the people of the past were, but we will never know. The closest thing we can understanding is from the texts they wrote at the time, if we are lucky enough to know what the script was and how to read it. 
One of my favourite things about this chapter was the series of thought-provoking questions they brought up, at the start of the chapter pages 3 through 4. These questions aren’t just interesting topics, I find them to be important but considering the nature of them it’s very unlikely that they will ever be answered. Though that is the case with most questions we come up with in archaeology, we will never find a perfect or necessary correct answer most of the time we just have to take the best theory we can think of and find to back it up. 
Wenke and Olzewski also talk a lot about the how archaeology and the conversations around it have changed over time due to people finding new artefacts that suggest a different idea than first, ultimately changing people’s opinions on a mater. One example they use in this is that of the case of Charles Darwin and the theory of evolution. It was a very new and completely different concept of how humanity came into existence as most people at the time believed in creationism. The idea that people evolved over time from primates was and still is a completely foreign concept to some people. But over time and as more excavations and as more evidence came out isn’t such an absurd idea after all
They like to talk a great deal about what happens after excavations then the questions and new conversations archaeologists can bring to the table afterwards. While doing this they can prove or disprove a hypothesis by excavating other sites, which either explains an idea or disproves it, indirectly bring up more questions. The cultural reconstructions of the past and the things we find are just very large scale speculations with different people’s opinions and contributions. A lot of the time we like to take ideas from each other and bounce them around until we, collectively or independently, come out with a better more developed idea than we had before. 
The way I see this chapter linking to my chosen civilisation is the shear amount of questions we still have about Norte Chico (Caral-Supe). Not a whole lot is known about the culture because of its lack of material remains. We have found statues, depictions of gods, huge pyramid like monuments, what they ate, what they traded and evidence of large-scale settlements but still very little is known about the culture apart from the fact that it ended up influencing Andean cultures for the next 4000 years. A lot about the culture and civilisation tends to have more questions than answers. I think this is why I was more drawn to the civilisation than any of the other.
There is one thing that is certain in archaeology and that is nothing is certain. Almost everything we come up with is just an idea, a hypothesis of what we think could be the true. We find the answer that works best, then we like to stick to it until something comes up that is more relevant. None of them are inherently wrong because we don’t know the right answer is.
