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Part 1:
Re-write a passage 

In Iceland and some other countries, they feel that it is important for children to play outdoors. There are a number of individuals who gained this knowledge from government documents, which discussed why the outdoor environment is good for children. Within the curriculum guidelines, the emphasis on learning in outdoor environments will help children gain a good understanding of the natural world. Children can be introduced to the idea that the outdoors can be used for exercise which promotes healthy living (Noradahl and Johannesson, 2014). 
This emphasis on utilising the outdoors for learning has been progressing for a long period of time. Children in Iceland from the ages of one to six play outside every day. Children aged six to sixteen only get to play outside when it is their set playtime. It is unclear what teachers do to utilise the outdoor area to aid learning, but this will vary among teachers and vary in schools. There are signs that teachers in Iceland are using the outdoor environment more frequently than before. In the capital, Reykjavik, 70% of schools state that they incorporate outdoor learning into their education on a regular basis. 
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Part 2a:
Re-write a passage 

This essay is going to be about Forest Schools. Forest schools are “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (O’Brien and Murray, 2006). People are becoming increasingly worried that children are no longer getting opportunities to explore woodlands and green areas in school like their parents used to. O’Brien and Murray (2006), believe this is due to the fact that people are worried that something may happen to them and as an alternative, they feel there are lots of activities that children can do indoors. There has also been research that states that if children are not exposed to the outdoor environment when they are young, they are less likely to have the desire to do so when they are adults. This causes children and adults to miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of nature (Thompson, et al. 2004). The Welsh Assembly Government (2009) has stated that learning outdoors is seemingly different to learning within a classroom. However, they are encouraging teachers and schools to incorporate Forest School into their practice, especially within the Foundation Phase.
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Part 2b

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of __Plagiarism__? Why is it important that students avoid this?

According to the University of Oxford (2022), Plagiarism is when you present somebody else’s work as your own. This can be with or without consent. Students need to avoid this as it shows the marker or reader that you can produce your own writing of the highest quality. Plagiarising someone else’s work will show that the student has not understood or grasped the learning as they have copied someone else’s work. Referencing shows the marker that the student has properly researched and allows them to look at what sources you have used (MIT Libraries, n.d). 

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.

This is false. Students have to reference any additional information that they have included within their academic writing. The referencing and the citation will change depending on the type of sources and referencing being used, but any information that has been taken from a source must be referenced. This includes any facts, figures, theories, and publications the student has used. Examples of this are books, articles, web pages and journals (MIT Libraries, n.d). This is because students may paraphrase certain elements of a website or a book, but it has still been written by someone else, therefore it not being the student’s work. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false.

I think that it is false, Wikipedia is not a good place to source information for academic assignments. Wikipedia itself states that it is not a reliable source as it may be edited by anybody, and the website could include incorrect information or a work in progress (Wikipedia, 2022). According to American Public University (2018), it is not a website that is considered scholarly and has included hoaxes. Jimmy Wales, who is the founder of Wikipedia has stated that students should not cite Wikipedia for projects or research.

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.

Long quotes (more than three or four lines) are to be set out in a block within the text. 
Step 1: Start writing the long quotation on a new line, indented and they are not to be placed in quotation marks. 
Step 2: Place the brief citation on a separate line, placed on the right-hand side. 
Step 3: Within the citation you should include the author, date, and page number from where the quotation was taken from. 
Step 4: Continue your writing on a new line underneath the citation. 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.

To start academic research, I would review my notes and take out the key points I gathered through my lectures. I would make a note of any key theorists whom I could take time to research further. I would then look at the reading list that has been provided in the module handbook and start to search for them online and in the library. I would write down all these sources that I plan on using and start to make keynotes in a word document of the information I would like to use within my assignment. As I am working through my assignment, I would refer back to the source list for academic support. Five sources that would be acceptable for academic study would be Books, Peer-reviewed journals, Articles, Websites and Government papers. Peer-reviewed journals and articles are credible as they have to go through a review process by multiple professionals to ensure the information is reliable (Elmhurst University, 2020). Government papers are reliable as they have been made by the individuals who create the policies and rules that we follow. 
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Critical response on the article ‘Schooled to fail’. 

The article ‘School to fail’ is an article written by Emma Smith from the University of York (Smith, 2005). The article, which was written in 2005, considers the underachievement debate in Wales. The aim of the text is to enlighten the readers on the Welsh perspective of whether Welsh children are underachieving, and it will delve into the differences between the English and Welsh curriculum. The article also considers the trends in examination performance which may suggest that Welsh students are no longer being schooled to fail. 
The article has highlighted that labelling one group of students or a particular nation’s school system as underachieving compared to another is not accurate, unclear, or straightforward. It was discussed that there is little evidence to suggest that the gender gap in GCSE performance is increasing. The writer believes that it is evident that things are changing in the Welsh education system. There is limited testing for children aged 7 and 11, there are no specialist schools and they have started to pilot the Welsh Baccalaureate, which are all signs that the system is diverging from the system in England. One individual Emma talked about stated that there is a feeling of ‘connectedness’ in Wales. This regards that good practice within schools travels fast in the small country and it has a great sense of community. The exam results in 2002 were highlighted as showing that Welsh Students are no longer being schooled to fail. 
The article does discuss that there are gaps in performance for different groups of children in Wales. An example of this was children who came from poorer homes tended to perform not as well as their peers from more economically advantaged backgrounds. Emma concludes that the next step for educators and policymakers in Wales to take is to ensure that the strategies needed to close the achievement gaps, should be refined, developed, and supported. I feel that Emma’s intention throughout the article was to show the Welsh education system's perspective on the underachievement debate. She ensured she used figures shown in tables to back up her points. 
The article had a clear structure to help the reader understand the purpose of the text. It has an abstract which gives an overview of what the article includes. The text then went into a long introduction before moving on to talk about one of the main points of the article, which was comparing Wales and the Northeast of England. The Article included many tables to back up the points that had been written. They are then followed by paragraphs talking about the tables in further detail. Each table of statistics is referred to within the writing to ensure the reader can refer back to it for clarification. The paragraphs within this text have not been divided using a whole line as a gap, it has indented the text slightly to the right. Each section of the text has been given a significant gap and a title, which is in italic, so the reader knows it is not part of the paragraph, but it is the title. I found that each section was long because the paragraphs were not clearly divided so was hard on the eye. Each section of the text flows together well as it includes a sentence that briefly states what the next section will be about. After the conclusion, the article includes an Appendix which includes more statistics to widen the reader’s understanding of the differences between the countries and areas within the UK. Each table is presented well and is clear to read. 
I feel that the language of the article is mostly appropriate for the intended audience. It is written in a formal manner, which is easy to understand. There are some words within the text that some people may not understand, but overall, it is clear to understand the content. The accuracy of the article is only relevant to the time it was written, but the statistics are not accurate for the current time. I don’t feel that the writing is persuasive as the writer provides a good argument but without using persuasive grammar. I feel that there is the use of objective language as the writer does refer to Welsh schools as ‘our schools’ which implies she is from Wales and supports the Welsh nation. This means that her point of view and her argument may be biased. 
There is a clear statement within this text which is to identify whether or not children in Wales are being schooled to fail. The writer claims that is unfair for the Welsh to be compared to the whole of England as many factors such as the economy are far different. The writer suggests comparing Wales to a more economically similar area of Wales, such as the Northeast of England. The argument is consistent throughout the article as the writer aims to prove that the Welsh schools are not underachieving like they have been claimed to be. The article relies on tables of data to back up the points the writer is trying to portray. The evidence is reliable as it is sourced from government websites or the Office of National Statistics. The evidence is effective as the writer refers back to it by discussing what the tables show. The conclusion that is made is that when Welsh students and students from the Northeast are compared, Welsh performance is superior. The writer also highlights that the education system in Wales is changing and that there are signs the system is diverging from England. 
I feel that the text discussed a good argument for the debate. I feel that the use of tables to display data was useful as it backed up what the writer was portraying. I do feel that it was only showing one side of the argument so was one-sided. I feel that the layout of the article was confusing as the paragraphs weren’t set out clearly so was hard on the eye. The data used in the article is no longer relevant for current times, but this article could be used to look back on how the education system used to be compared to today’s results. 
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