
Numeracy in the English 
Classroom
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What is numeracy?
Are some subjects 
more ‘numeracy 

rich’ than others?

How does numeracy 
fit into my subject?

Am I 
responsible for 

teaching it?

How do I know what 
types of numeracy 

tasks are appropriate 
for my learners?
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Numeracy in English Lessons?
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• Literacy, numeracy and digital competence are mandatory skills across all areas of learning 
and experience and will need to be considered within all curriculum design.

• It will be the responsibility of all teachers, across all curriculum areas, to develop and 
ensure progression in these skills. How literacy, numeracy and digital competence skills are 
developed in and across the curriculum will be decided at a local level and will fit with 
individual schools’ approaches.

• To ensure that learners develop high levels of competence in these skills and have frequent 
opportunities to develop, extend and apply them across all areas, the National Literacy and 
Numeracy Framework and the Digital Competence Framework have been refined and 
continue to be available as supporting guidance.

Cross-curricular skills frameworks
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Curriculum for Wales says…
• Numeracy – the application of 

mathematics to solve problems in 
real-world contexts – plays a critical 
part in our everyday lives, and in the 
economic health of the nation.

• Numeracy skills can also help 
learners become ethical, informed 
citizens of Wales and the world by 
providing them with tools to analyse 
data critically, enabling them to 
develop informed views on social, 
political, economic and 
environmental issues. It encourages 
clarity of thinking, allowing learners 
to understand and make reasoned 
decisions.
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Read the blog by David Didau about 
numeracy across the curriculum.

• https://learningspy.co.uk/featured/secret-
numeracy/
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• Download a copy of the new Numeracy Framework 
from the files area in Teams onto your device. . 

• Focus on one of the four strands that you feel 
relates to your subject area.

Understanding the Numeracy Framework

Task 1
Read along the 5 
progression steps for your 
chosen strand and 
highlight in green one cell 
(per row) which best suits 
your confidence level. Do 
this for each element 
within this strand.

Task 2
Consider an activity/classroom 
task from your subject area 
that will develop the 
numeracy skills from a chosen 
strand of the framework. 
Create a resource to share 
with the team.
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Example: green shows where along the progression I 
feel confident with my own numeracy skills for the 
element ‘financial literacy’ 
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Post your resource on Padlet by…
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Any questions?
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