[bookmark: _GoBack]Describe and analyse the function of the depiction of Achilles’ education and/or upbringing in any one or two Latin texts focussed upon in this module.



This essay will analyse the topic of the education and upbringing of Achilles, as described in Statius’ Achilleid, with comparative references to Homer’s Iliad. It will also assess the function of these depictions, in terms of Roman society. Like every piece of literature, depictions of Achilles serve a function. The abilities often mentioned when describing Achilles’ upbringing serve the function of being a model to emulate given his skills in hunting, medicine and herbs, his notorious swiftness on foot that helped in battle, as well as his ability to sing and play the lyre. The time spent by Achilles in female dress will also be assessed. 

The function of the depictions of Achilles’ upbringing and education in Latin literature were likely used as a way to encourage their Roman readers of virtus, a virtue commonly described as manliness, valour or courage. For young Roman men it would have served as a template, showing Achilles as a worthy figure to emulate with tales of his heroic deeds undertaken in his youth, even before his participation in the Trojan War. 

The incomplete work of Statius’ Achilleid offers one of the most in depth study of Achilles’ upbringing. It greatly expands upon and gives an origin to many attributes of Achilles touched upon in the Iliad. Scholar Allen Cameron states in his paper, ‘Young Achilles in the Roman World’, that “by Roman times, the most popular part of the Achilles saga was his childhood, education by Chiron the centaur, and his concealment was a girl on Scyros”[footnoteRef:1]. This seems accurate as the one thousand lines of Book 1 and the 180-odd lines that comprises of Book 2 of the unfinished Achilleid focuses heavily on this period of Achilles’ life.  [1:  Cameron, A. (2009). Young Achilles in the Roman World. Journal of Roman Studies, 99. p.2 ] 


Achilles was raised by Chiron on Mt. Pelion[footnoteRef:2]. One description of his upbringing goes as follows, “For who but he down in Haemonia’s valley grew up crawling in hollowed snow? Whose raw rudiments and tender years did the Centaur undertake and shape from birth?”[footnoteRef:3]. Achilles being raised by the centaur Chiron differs from other sources, namely the Iliad, where he was raised by his human surrogate father figure, named Phoenix. In these versions Chiron was still a part of Achilles’ upbringing, not as a father figure but as a teacher. His early years are described as differing from the norm, highlighted by his eating habits as an infant – “took no ordinary food nor satisfied hunger from nurturing breasts, but tore at the tough flesh of lions and offal of a she-wolf still half alive”[footnoteRef:4]. The infant years of Achilles was emulated by the young emperor Honorius as a way to show his own virtus despite having no personal experience with war[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  Hom. Il. 11.830-32; Hes. Fr. 204.87-89]  [3:  Stat. Ach. 1.532-35 ]  [4:  Stat. Ach. 2.112-14 ]  [5:  Parkes, R. (2005). ‘Model Youths? Achilles and Parthenopaeus in Claudian’s Panegyrics on the Third and Fourth Consulships of Honorius’. pp.71-6 ] 


In the Homeric text, the hero Achilles is often described as the “swift-footed Achilles”[footnoteRef:6] and much emphasis is placed upon his speed and agility.  In the Achilleid, Statius has Achilles describe the origins of this ability, “Scarce had my raw life turned twice six years when he had me run faster than swift stags and Lapith horses and chase the darts I flung. Often would Chiron himself, while his age ran swift, pursue me at a gallop all over the plains in headlong career,”[footnoteRef:7]. This description of his training in swiftness is furthered, stating in 2.132-33 “often too at the first freezing of the river he would bid me walk over it nor break the ice with lightsome foot”[footnoteRef:8]. This description of Achilles being light-footed as well as swift would have been an encouragement for budding Roman soldiers on how to arrive at war. [6:  Hom. Il. 9.196 ]  [7:  Stat. Ach. 2.126-29 ]  [8:  Stat. Ach. 2.132-33 ] 


In the Iliad, Achilles is often described as playing the lyre, as well as singing, “with it he was delighting his heart, and he sang of the glorious deeds of warriors”[footnoteRef:9], “and Achilles leapt up in amazement with the lyre in his hand, and left the seat on which he had been sitting”[footnoteRef:10]. This ability of Achilles would have served an important function in Roman society where Roman men would often serenade their lovers. In love elegy this practise of serenading lovers was common. Indeed, Achilles himself is depicted in this fashion, serenading Deidamia while disguised as a woman himself and telling of his own accomplishments – “Now he shows her the familiar lyre’s sweet strings, the slender measures and Chiron’s songs, …”[footnoteRef:11]. This function, showing the ideals of a lover like in the Amores, can be found in the Achilleid, unlike the Iliad which on the whole focused on warfare and anything linked to the Trojan War and therefore left blatant romance lacking in the text. Achilles was taught these skills by Chiron, the centaur known to be found in his cave and “to limn with his lyre the heroes of old for his pupil”[footnoteRef:12]. Singing tales of warriors and battles past was common, and a way to learn of examples of virtus to emulate.  [9:  Hom. Il. 9.189]  [10:  Hom. Il. 9.193]  [11:  Stat. Ach. 1.573-9]  [12:  Stat. Ach. 1.136 ] 


Hunting played an important role in the Roman virtue of virtus. Therefore, Achilles’ refusal to target animals that posed no threat, as taught by Chiron, would have furthered his perceived virtus as he did not try to prove himself through defeating seemingly defenceless animals but through foes that posed an actual threat. This was shown in Achilleid 2.136-41, “he would never let me chase unwarlike deer through Ossa’s wilds or lay timid lynxes low with my spear; I must rouse grim bears from their dens and boars like thunderbolts or mayhap a mighty tigress’ lair of a hidden cavern on the mountain that housed a lioness and her cubs”[footnoteRef:13]. The boar and lion hunting undertaken by Achilles in his youth would have been seen as a major feat in virtus, later examples of Roman emperors performing the same act as a form of virtus[footnoteRef:14]. [13:  Stat. Ach. 2. 136-41 ]  [14:  Gonzalez Anaya, A. S. (2016). The Role of Virtus in the Construction of the Roman Ideals. University of Hamburg. p.88] 


The skill of medicine and herbs possessed by Achilles and taught to him by Chiron would have served to show their vital importance to a soldier, especially at war when it can be the difference of life and death. Achilles is mentioned as having this skill in book 11 of the Iliad where his skills were taught to another who used them to aid a wounded comrade, “cut the arrow from my thigh, and wash the black blood from it with warm water, and sprinkle on it soothing herbs of healing power, which men say you have learned from Achilles, whom Cheiron taught, the most just of the Centaurs”[footnoteRef:15]. In the Achilleid, it mentions “his only labour was to know herbs that bring health to living things in doubtful case”[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Hom. Il. 11.829-32 ]  [16:  Stat. Ach. 1.131] 


In Statius’ Achilleid, Achilles seems to be being modest about his boyhood accomplishments, “Why tell you of forest fights and glens now empty of savage growls?” [footnoteRef:17]. This could have served as a guide for Roman males at the time the Achilleid was produced, with the function of showing that heroes are not boastful of their accomplishments and that this should therefore be emulated. Alternatively, it could be argued that just by saying this Achilles is boasting to his new comrades of his accomplishments. In either case it would serve the function of discouraging people from boasting.  [17:  Stat. Ach. 2.135 ] 


Even the continuous mentions of Achilles in female clothing throughout the Achilleid serves a function in Roman society. Achilles being disguised as a woman is in stark contrast to the highly regarded Roman virtue of virtus. The scholar Cameron mentions and disputes one scholar’s opinion that Statius used Achilles’ time disguised as a woman as a way to attack Domitian (who escaped Rome disguised, states this scholar, as a priestess in Ad 69).[footnoteRef:18] I agree with Cameron’s assertion that this theory is unfounded in both fact and in the possible motive of Statius.  [18:  Cameron, A. (2009). Young Achilles in the Roman World. Journal of Roman Studies. p.3] 


Similarly to Helen in the Iliad, Achilles was abducted in the Achilleid. His mother Thetis steals him away in the night to keep him from going off to the Trojan War[footnoteRef:19]. This abduction is likened to that of the abduction of Helen[footnoteRef:20], one of the causes of the outbreak of the Trojan War. This theory on Achilles’ early years, while unusual in its comparison, seems accurate given his stint disguised as a woman.  [19:  Stat. Ach. 1.257-72]  [20:  Moul, V. (2012) “Quo rapis? Tone and allusion at aulis in Statius’ Achilleid,” The Classical Quarterly. p.290. ] 


To conclude, the depictions in Latin literature of Achilles’ education and upbringing hold the main function of being a template for the Roman virtue of virtus (courage or manliness). Statius’ Achilleid offers many examples of Achilles possessing the virtus virtue throughout his childhood on Mt. Pelion being reared by the centaur Chiron. Hunting is a main example of virtus, with many accounts of Achilles doing such as a child, often unsupervised, as Chiron “would sit in his vast cave and wait for [Achilles’] exploits”[footnoteRef:21]. The function of Achilles’ skill at the lyre and singing would have served as a valuable template to emulate for young male lovers like the puello in love elegy, who often serenaded their lovers like Achilles did to Deidamia in the Achilleid. Achilles would have been seen as a respectable character to emulate, for the youths in Roman, as well as those in adulthood.  [21:  Stat. Ach. 2.142] 
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