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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· Create a detailed picture of the lives of women in the medieval manor through examination and comparison of the Wakefield court rolls from 1338-40 and 1348-50.
· Analyse the evidence of crime, marital status, land and possessions, and occupation to better understand how rural women’s lives changed during the Black Death. 
· Examine to what extent this evidence from Wakefield can be applied to the lives of contemporary countrywomen throughout England.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

Medieval countrywomen are underrepresented in literary sources and, compared to their wealthier contemporaries, relatively little study has been dedicated to their lives. Although some early scholarship[footnoteRef:0] has pursued the idea of an equality with men that was not enjoyed by contemporary women of a higher social standing, more recent studies[footnoteRef:1] have suggested that, in rural medieval society, women faced a multitude of legal, political, social, and economic challenges.  [0:  Hilton, Rodney H., "Women in the Village" in English Peasantry in the Later Middle Ages (1979): 95-110; Britton, Edward, The Community of the Vill: A Study in the History of the Family and Village Life in Fourteenth-Century England (Toronto, Ontario: Macmillan, 1977).]  [1:  Bennett, Judith M., Women in the Medieval English Countryside: Gender and Household in Brigstock Before the Plague (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987)] 


This study aims to contribute to current scholarship by shedding light on the lives of women in the medieval manor through examination and comparison of the Wakefield court rolls from 1338-40 and 1348-50. In doing so, a detailed picture will be established of their lives and how they were impacted by the Black Death.

The main sources examined in detail are the Court Rolls of the Manor of Wakefield, Volume 12 (1338-1340) and Court Rolls of the Manor of Wakefield, Volume 2 (1348-1350), translated and edited by the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. This case study approach was chosen as it allows a detailed analysis of the source material; working systematically through the court rolls allows an intimate and detailed image of the female population of Wakefield to be established. This particular place and time was chosen because of the depth and breadth of evidence available and court rolls from 1338-40 and 1348-50 in particular were selected as they offer a contrast between pre and post Black Death life. Analysis and comparison of the evidence will not only uncover evidence of the legal, political, social and economic situation of rural women in the mid-14th century, but will also provide evidence of how these situations changed due to the Black Death. 

Information gained through examination of the court rolls will be presented and examined in the categories of crime; marital status; land and possessions; and occupation. Other primary evidence will also be consulted to create a detailed and well-rounded picture of the lives of rural women in the mid-14th century. 

However, a limitation of this case study approach is its narrow focus; although it is fair to assume that there was some degree of similarity between lives of rural women throughout England, to what extent evidence gained can be applied to women outside of Wakefield must also be considered. Therefore, other sources will be consulted to produce a well-rounded picture of the lives of women in the medieval manor in the mid-14th century.
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