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AIM(S)
· To gain knowledge of the main principles of designing, conducting, evaluating the impacts and dissemination of evidence-based research.
· To conduct an independent practice-based research project within a public health and social care setting with professional integrity.
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Engage in practice-based research in public health and social care settings and identify areas for improvement in terms of physical and/or mental health of the target group or community of interest. 
· Develop critical reflection skills, including skills of critical analysis, appraisal, and evaluation of research findings and provide relevant recommendations for health and social care professionals, policymakers, services, practice, and/or the wider population.
· Critically analyse the data collection and findings from quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods research.
· Develop knowledge and understanding of professional integrity and ethics in research and potential risks for participants and how to prevent them. 
INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Introduction to Research Methods – definitions of Quantitative, Qualitative research and Systematic Review; formulating theoretical framework for research; primary and secondary research; key research methods for data collection and analysis in qualitative and quantitative research; main tools/techniques for data collection and analysis. 
· Research Ethics – main principles and knowledge of ethical issues in research with special reference to professional settings and social research; ethical standards followed by UWTSD; NICE research recommendations; ONS; NHS; WHO health data and statistics; UK-based research organisations’ activities; research completion of a short ethical approval form which the lecturer should approve first before embarking on a research project. 
· Research Design – formulate a research question, aim, and objectives; conducting a literature review; writing a research proposal for a ‘low-risk’ pilot research project (e.g. if quantitative, conduct two interviews with the use of an existing questionnaire; if qualitative, conduct participant observation at a public space); process of sample selection, sample size, sample characteristics.
· Developing a Research tool/instrument – guidance for developing set of questions for survey/questionnaire or guide for interviews/focus groups; formulating hypotheses; taking field notes in participant observation; doing an ethnography; etc.
· Data Analysis – techniques/methods for analysis of data in quantitative (using descriptive statistics, SPSS, cross-tabulation, Chi-square; statistical significance etc.) or qualitative (using coding in thematic analysis; template analysis; content analysis; diary-writing; etc.) methods.
· Practical skills for conducting fieldwork – recruitment of participants; contacting participants/stakeholders/healthcare settings for permission; structure of an interview or focus group; interviewing techniques; role-play using focus groups and interviews in workshops in class.
· Reporting Research Findings – writing a research report; reflection of the researcher; critical reflection; evaluation of the project; providing solid and evidence-based arguments and recommendations for practice; critical analysis; understanding implication of research findings in real-life context; acknowledging strengths and limitations of a research.
 Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	 200
	100%


 
ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐
	Written exam
	☐
	Coursework
	☒
	Practical


 
	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Presentation (individual)
	20 minutes
	50%


 
Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical


 
	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Written Research Proposal
	2,500 words
	50%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	-

	Coursework
	50%

	Practical
	50%

	TOTAL
	100%
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	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Walliman, N. (2006). Social research methods. SAGE.
	☒
 

	Essential
	Eyler, A. A. (2021). Research methods for public health. Springer Publishing Company, LLC.

	☒

	Further
	Jolley, J. (2020). Introducing Research and Evidence-Based Practice for Nursing and Healthcare Professionals (3rd ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429329456
	☐
 

	Further
	Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). ‘Using thematic analysis in psychology’. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101.
	☐
 

	Further
	Brooks, J., McCluskey, S., Turley, E., & King, N. (2015). ‘The Utility of Template Analysis in Qualitative Psychology Research’. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 12(2), 202-222.
	☐
 

	Further
	Gibbs, G. R. (2007). Analyzing qualitative data. SAGE Publications, Ltd, https://doi.org/10.4135/9781849208574
	☐

	Further
	Davidson, C. (2009). ‘Transcription: Imperatives for Qualitative Research’. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(2), 35-52.
	☐
 

	Further
	Flick, U., von Kardorff, E., & Steinke, I. (2004). A companion to qualitative research. Glasgow: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☐
 

	Further
	Oflazoglu, S. (ed.) (2017). Qualitative versus Quantitative Research. InTech. dx.doi.org/10.5772/65619.
	☐
 

	Further
	King, N. (2012). ‘Doing Template Analysis’. In G. Symon, & C. Cassell (Eds.), Qualitative Organizational Research: Core Methods and Current Challenges (pp. 426-450). London: SAGE Publications Ltd.
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	Further
	Laher, S. and Hassem, T. (2020) “Doing systematic reviews in Psychology,” South African journal of psychology, 50(4), pp. 450–468. doi.org/10.1177/0081246320956417.
	☐

	Further
	Townsend, P. and Davidson, N. (1982) Inequalities in Health: The Black Report. Penguin: Harmondsworth. (New edition of original report of a research working group, published 1980). Available online at: http://www.sochealth.co.uk/resources/public-health-and-wellbeing/poverty-and-inequality/the-black-report-1980/ 
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