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AHAC5017 Assignment 1                                                 1401870 Paula Bollen  
This work will consider how an archaeological assemblage can be interpreted to demonstrate maritime connectivity with in the Mediterranean region. The assemblage used will be from a Phoenician pre-colonial emporium at Huelva Southern Spain, and a recently discovered Phoenician shipwreck off the coast of Malta at Gozo. Two sites are used for comparison, as examination of the differences and similarities may highlight the connectedness of the Mediterranean and beyond, and as both sites are reported as Phoenician.

A brief discussion now follows on the nature of the Mediterranean region as knowledge of the environment and climate play a key role in the development of travel and consequent trade (Broodbank 2013:148-201, McGrail2004:88-166). The Mediterranean region surrounds and includes the Mediterranean Sea. This sea, an enclosed area of water, is accessible from the Atlantic Ocean through the Strait of Gibraltar. The shape is roughly ovoid and covers the length of the coast of Northern Africa and the southern coast of Europe to the Levant. The climate is temperate; this is seen as having been a major reason for the progress of development in the area and the spread of farming (Broodband 2013:148-201, Cunliffe 2017:165-257, McGrail 2004:88-165). The connections available have been utilised since ancient times around the coasts and established sea routes, with the use of flotation devices such as boats with oars and sails (McGrail 2004:97-105). The Mediterranean is a mostly tideless sea with variations in sea levels around the coasts. The current flows in through the Strait of Gibraltar along the African coast and maintains a counter clockwise direction around the sea (McGrail 2004:89-95). The position of the sea, the currents and climate, and wind directions play a key role in the navigation of the sea culminating in the need for a detailed knowledge of the region to enhance the ability to travel and benefit from it (Broodbank 2013:54-60). It can be a seasonally accessed resource with wind speeds, currents and cloud cover dependant on the time of year. Winter months were likely to have been less accessible because of severe weather, storms, more cloud and reduced visibility. However, while summer months may have provided better conditions with calm weather and clearer skies, these may not have always been an advantage for travel by boats with sails due to a lack of wind (McGrail 2004:94-95). The seasons dictate when to travel and how. In summer the skies are clear which enables navigation by the stars at night but may require an alternative to sail-power due to lack of wind, such as the use of oared vessels during the day (McGrail 2004:94-95). Winter storms and the unpredictable weather that converges onto the sea from the land masses bringing gales and fog, suggests limited travel (McGrail 2004:92). This, along with the fact that the sea rotates in a counter clockwise direction, suggests a time limit for when and where travel was possible which influenced the routes taken (Broodbank 2013:72-81, McGrail 2004:89-95). See figure 1 for a map of the Mediterranean Sea currents.  
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The Phoenicians were considered to be the Iron Age descendants of the Canaanite populations in the Levant. We are unsure how they referred to themselves, but this word appears to stem from the Greek word ‘phoinix’ a reference to the colours purple and red (Markoe 2000:10, Massa 1977:5-21). From their colonies in the Levant, they became extensive explorers, ship builders, navigators and traders extending all around the Mediterranean and beyond (Markoe 2000:13) hence the reason for choosing them for this work. An element of maritime connectivity is already demonstrated during the time period under consideration (c. 700 BC) by the connections between the Phoenicians’ origins in the Levant (the eastern Mediterranean), the assemblage at Huelva (at the furthest western edge of the Mediterranean) and the shipwreck off the coast of Malta (located between the two). 
The Phoenician finds at Huelva were excavated from an urban settlement on the banks of the river Tinto. In ancient times both the river and settlement were named as ‘Tartessos’ (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2008:632). The site date was around c.700 BC, with over 8,000 ceramic items recovered, 3,000 of which were from the Phoenician tradition, while others included Greek, Cypriot, Sardinian and Italian wares (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2008:633).The typology of the ceramics from the Levantine Phoenician city of Tyre was used for comparison, and it was found that there was a correlation between the Huelva assemblage and the stratum at the end of Tyre 1V, c. 760 BC (Joyce and Pollard 2012:11-12). The ceramics were considered to be of high quality consisting of jugs, plates, bowls and lamps, examples of which have been found at Kition, a Phoenician settlement on Cyprus, and Carthage, a Phoenician colony on the southern coast of the Mediterranean (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2008:634-639). The reasoning behind this site being named as an ‘Emporium’ was the fact that these finds, along with a variety of other finds from across the Mediterranean, also included Phoenician amphorae of ten to twelve diverse types based on the lip shape also found at Tyre and Carthage. Further finds were Lithic vessels, fragments of basalt and quartz, agate stones, lava stones and several beads, suggesting a trading centre (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2008:640) Furthermore, there was evidence of metallurgy with various waste slag materials, furnace walls and several crucibles found during excavations. Woodworking waste was also found, predominantly pine with several worked items, and bone and shell products, especially a collection of the murex shells used as a red or purple dye (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2006:13-29). Finally, evidence of agricultural activities was also found in the form of horns antlers and bone fragments, domesticated livestock, and crop samples, along with hunting and fishing implements (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2006:24-25). Because of this amount of evidence, the excavators concluded that this was a Phoenician settlement, commenting: ‘The reasons that motivated the Phoenicians to settle themselves permanently in Huelva are reflected in the finds;’ (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2006:26). 
We know the Phoenicians were traders (Bell 2016:91-105); we are also aware of their expertise in navigating and sailing the Mediterranean (Smith and Le Roux 2013:319-331), and their ship building capacity for oared and sailed vessels, from trading ships to war ships (Casson 1996:26-59, Johnstone 1980:67-84). But was there a maritime connection in relation to this emporium and beyond? This brings us to the Phoenician shipwreck found off the coast of Malta, at Gozo 2010-2011. The wreck was found in deep water and has been surveyed over several years by the The Department of Classics and Archaeology at the University of Malta (Carabott 2016). It has been dated as seventh-century BC, with initial surveys suggesting a well-preserved Phoenician vessel, with various amphora types, consistent with Phoenician burial contexts (Gambin 2011:69-71). Three dimensional images were collected by a remote operated vehicle, which enabled viewing of the wreck in its upright position and allowed for the observation of evidence of several types of amphora and urns along with a cargo of ceramics and grinding stones with grinders (Gambin 2011:71). Another phase of the fieldwork allowed for the collection of samples by the remote sensing vehicle, from which environmental evidence was collected, suggesting possible residue evidence of Gozitan honey from the urns (Xuereb 2017). It appears the ship was fully laden, and it is assumed it had just left a trade centre when it sank (Gambin 2011:69-71). Could such evidence be connected to the Emporium?
We know that trade in Maltese honey took place throughout the Mediterranean (Buchmann 2010:84-92, Crane 2013:184-195). We have evidence of the importance of this honey, which was considered a delicacy because the flora on the island gave two unique harvests annually (Bugeja Douglas 2011:36-38, Attard and Bugeja Douglas 2017). The apiculture (beekeeping) on the island was considered unique as the hives, sometimes situated within cave sites, had a bottle shape named ‘tubo’ and were fired from clay (Crane 2013:188). There are also Phoenician connections we know of, for example, that Malta played a significant role in Phoenician trade (Bonanno 1990:209-224, Khalaf 2018) and it is believed that the ‘Phoenicians played an important part in disseminating knowledge about bee keeping during their trading and other activities between about 1500-3000 BC’ (Crane 2013:184). Could then connectedness be visible within the archaeological record from the shipwreck, to Malta and on to Huelva, through the trade of honey?
We have connections from the Phoenicians in the Levant to Huelva through ceramics and amphora, and a connection from the shipwreck off Gozo and the Phoenicians. There is limited evidence regarding the full content of the cargo, with some scientific evidence for a deposit of Maltese honey in the ceramics, and evidence for Phoenician trade connections with Malta. Can evidence be found for the Maltese honey at Huelva? And, what about connections beyond the Mediterranean? 
There were unidentified amphora and jugs excavated from Huelva (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2008:650). There are typologies of amphora and urns still to be identified from the shipwreck (Gambin 2011:69-71). We know that the fully laden ship would rely on the sea currents and prevailing winds for travel, taking it in an anticlockwise direction from Malta towards the Spanish coast and Huelva (McGrail 2004:89-95) (see figure 1). Can a correlation between all the evidence be found? The evidence points to the Phoenicians travelling the Mediterranean Sea, becoming part of a trading centre at Huelva and visiting the island of Malta. Unfortunately, no evidence has been found to connect the honey from the wreck to the amphora and urns found at Huelva. However, there is a chance that the unidentified ceramics might hold the key if, as current and future scientific analysis progresses, residual evidence is identified, along with classification of more amphora and urn types. As for connections beyond the area, the currents suggest a natural progression around the coast leading to the Strait of Gibraltar through which Huelva lies. There has been increasing evidence that the Phoenicians went further afield from southern Portugal to areas that were not considered to be part of the Mediterranean basin (Gonzalez de Canales, Serrano and Llompart 2009:1-20). Therefore, it seems plausible that maritime exploration and connection carried on around the Atlantic coast of western Europe (Cunliffe 2001:297-310). 
This work has highlighted and outlined how an archaeological site and a shipwreck site can be analysed to demonstrate maritime connectivity within the Mediterranean and beyond. By pulling apart the evidence from both sites and teasing out information relevant to connectedness, lines of enquiry can take the researcher in various directions. Results can lead to differing interpretations, as in this case with the Maltese honey, taking the researcher on other paths that sometimes require more time and effort to follow through to a possible conclusion. What is apparent is that the Mediterranean Sea lends itself to the connectedness of all the coastal regions and islands. Once the knowledge needed to travel on it was disseminated, trade and travel became prevalent leading to the expansion and connections apparent today. Destinations such as Huelva and Malta provided not only supplies but became the places necessary to enable connections throughout the region, giving us the evidence for interpretation within the archaeological record.       
The ancient mariners wanted places to stop at frequent intervals so       that if the weather suddenly ‘made up,’ the ship could duck into a safe place and incidentally get fresh water, food, and firewood.    
                                                                                           (Bascom 1976:59)
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