	2008450
	ECEY5004
	WORD COUNT: 1,852



Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

Language and literacy are an important process during the early years as it establishes the basis for learning and communication (nationwidechildren.org, 2019) illustrates that it is never too soon to talk or read to a child.  A baby will associate a loving and warm environment with this, creating aspiration for continued learning from an early age.  Marshall et al (2020) explains how early reading with children involves an array of processes and the use of phonics to improve literature.     Throughout the reading.  Welsh government (2020) designed a framework to offer all children the opportunity to advance their cross-circular skills, these include literacy, numeracy and digital competence which are mandatory learning.  The framework is designed to provide support ensuring a greater level of competence can be achieved alongside supported guidance.  
Throughout the telling of the traditional story, children had the opportunity to interact with the presenter if they wished, to ask questions and point out objects in the book if it was something that they were aware of.  During the story, the atmosphere was cosy and relaxed, allowing the children to focus on the joy of story time.  Lewis (2019) describes that the foundation of vocabulary should begin as early as possible, recognising letters form the alphabet and understanding that putting different letters together forms words, along with having a large vocabulary are important to gaining literacy skills before they can read which will provide the ability to read successfully, it is thought, children who experience a wide range of language, succeed better at school and independent reading is simplified once they begin the process.  
Whitehurst (2002) highlights that children who begin school with little vocabulary tend to struggle with improving efficiently enough to keep up with their peers, the introduction of dialogic reading is beneficial in enhancing the child's participation and enjoyment of reading time, dialogic reading includes the child and encourages them to become the storyteller by prompting various stages in the book and improving cognitive skills as opposed to listening only and simply having the story read to them, it greatly encourages conversation and confidence, enhancing language and reading skills.  Wegerif (2010) analysis of dialogic reading is like that of Whitehurst however, he believes that even though the cognitive strategies are relevant, the quality of relationships that the children had built was more significant to the outcomes, this is following supervision of children working together to achieve problem solving.
Reading with children traditionally and through digital sources offers educational content however, the traditional story time has a multitude of interaction with the reader and the child or in the presence of a group of children, participation and conversation between peers is often initiated (Flying Start, 2017) states the importance of gaining knowledge and understanding of language and speech development to create and sustain an appropriate framework to offer the most productive avenue.  Listening and play skills are fundamental for babies and young children, to learn and gain an understanding pivotal to receptive and expressive language.
Whilst reading the story, the presenter had the opportunity to engage with children by way of reading the story aloud and maintaining eye contact between reading of the pages and the use of props.  Gallagher (2016) outlines the importance of eye contact and how it can be beneficial when reading with children and the relevance of a stories colourfulness and fun theme can enthuse a child's interest, initiating conversation and eye contact, it also offers the opportunity to ignite enthusiasm in non-verbal children to become involved and point to pictures.  Lester and O’ Reilly (2015) discusses how conversation analysis can be a valuable methodological approach towards non-verbal children as well as children suffering with mental health issues or disabilities linked with lack of participation, the analysis observes interaction between adult and children, and same aged children together to establish the outcomes. Useful techniques to ensure all children are included are to sit at eye level, use simple language and continue talking (Speech Therapy, 2015).
During the story, children could easily follow the storyline and react to different events throughout, as the story proceeded, children gasped and reacted with facial expressions at the amount of food that was being eaten by the caterpillar, astonishment was also displayed at the end of the story when the caterpillar turned into a butterfly.  Children learn visually as well as through language, Prior et al (2012) explains that the use of digital devices should be utilised, this is to offer the use of learning this way, to all children. Exploring illustration can enhance children's visual literacy.
Johnston and Lysaker (2019) highlight the benefit of reading picture books with children, she explains, the advantage to this is because it teaches children an understanding of connecting a sequence of events throughout the story and emphasises their ability to organise a theme.
(Kid sense, 2021) outlines a similar framework in accordance with importance of children's understanding of vocabulary and meanings to communicate effectively.  It is stated, attention and concentration, pre-language skills, social skills and play skills all are necessary to develop and form receptive language. The ability to be expressive with facial movements that alter to situations along with the ability to question tings and point to objects show and understanding of surroundings and concepts within language.
This links with Froebel's philosophy of singing with young children, he believed babies and children should be sung to by their parents and early year practitioners in their settings. Singing was used as a pedagogical tool, babies and young children will associate nurturing from the warming experience and although it is primarily a functioning tool, especially with young babies, to calm and soothe but also young children benefit greatly as they will associate the feeling of a warm and secure environment along with the fun aspect, this will develop educational aspects vastly and improve language skills (Froebel's Trust, 2015).
However, the presentation of the story telling through digital purposes was noticeably different, interaction opportunities were extremely minimal, and the environment was more uniformed towards sitting, looking at a screen and listening to the story more formally.  Wolf (2020) explains digital technology is still in the early stages for young children and to determine the outcome it will have on young brains.  Yet, it is evident that the future will rely largely on digital learning and the development of literacy and outcomes remains to be seen.  However, Flewitt et al (2015) discusses the benefits that digital learning has on young children of varying ages between three and thirteen years old. The findings were positive, motivation and concentration were animated, and independent learning was encouraged. Bruner's cognitive development influences involved establishing, enactive, iconic and symbolic representation. These are relevant stages to gain learning skills progressively and enhance language skills effectively.  The enactive is focused from birth, highlighting the importance of being involved in interaction, this is because they learn by physically exploring, it is an important start to their future development. The iconic stage is generally focused towards one to six year olds through visual learning, this is an effective way of learning and retrieving images of information. From age seven years, the symbolic stage includes the ability to amass information in the form of words and numbers Grazzani et al (2019).
In contrast, Piaget's theory on children's stages of learning is based on their understanding and intelligence of obtaining knowledge, Piaget places explains the from birth to two years is gained by an interaction and sensory environment, similar to Bruner however, Piaget describes pretend play as a base for learning between age two to seven while logical thinking becomes more apparent age seven to eleven, and from age twelve years is when they can think abstractly Van Geert (1998)
Chomsky's theory is significant to reading with children along with the significance of his theory of language being universal, although different languages are spoken across the world, the basis is the same and he believes the human brain is already ‘wired’ at time of birth and have the innate biological capabilities to adjust to different concepts and form an understanding Lannigan and McLaughlin (2017).  
Anderson et al (2016) determines that there are a variety of factors that can affect children's learning and language development.  Cultural factors and the importance of home language learning are beneficial to a child's cognitive and social development.
This approach is consistent with Bronfenbrenner's ecological system, the theory focuses on how a child's development is affected by cultural elements. The microsystem being the most compelling to the child due to the relevance of family influences along with the school environment Guy-Evans (2020).
Bruner's theory of scaffolding involves supporting children with new concepts, guiding and working alongside them to offer a support network, Olsen (2007) explained Vygotsky's link to this approach is prominent and believes scaffolding is a tool that can be used for children to grow and enhance their cognitive and educational abilities, he believed the promotion of growth in this way can lead to learning independently, Kozulin (2003).   
Leon and Olhaberry (2020) reiterate the importance of the parents or care giver of a child has great significance to the child's ability to engage in learning of language skills, this process relies strongly on the social environment and interaction with the child including different environment such as, families who live in poverty, different areas that are lived in, along with a variety of ethnic backgrounds.
(Stanford Children's Health, 2021) state that some children may not adapt easily to understanding and subsequently could struggle with speech. However, there are many reasons that could cause this, an undetected hearing impairment or a child with autism might not be reaching milestones in accordance with other children of their age, other problems could arise from disabilities or a family history of similar issues. The symptoms that would become apparent are, the inability to learn new words or understand what people are saying. Often, the child's family would be encouraged to engage with their child and ensure the emphasis is placed on conversation with the child by asking questions and highlighting objects or places they may see to enthuse discussion. 
When considered from the perspective of traditional learning and the introduction of digital alternatives, both provide benefits to literacy competency.  The opportunities for all children to understand digital technology for future learning is pivotal for progression and in many ways including motivation and concentration along with the ability to use touch screens to search for information however, traditional methods maintain the importance of strong language and literacy skills as forming a connection with others and having face to face learning opportunities ensures conversation and eye contact remain, along with the feeling of a safe and secure environment.  Improved academic achievement is linked to the continuation of reading with books, along with a bond with parent or carer during reading time, a disadvantage would be the possible space books require (Parents Avenue, 2021).  Digital reading is becoming more widely available, there is some controversy over the age children should be introduced to using them however, the use of digital reading can encourage reluctant readers to participate Kucirkova and Littleton (2016)
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