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The criminal law limitis and controls the legitimate exercise by the State of its coercive powers to investigate crime and punish criminals.The criminal law operates as a guide to the citizen indicating the limits of legitimate activity and predicting the consequences of infraction of the criminal law.
Actus reus is coming from latin “guilty act”,includes all the aspects of the crime except the accused’s mental state.In most cases the actus reus is simply be an act (exemple appropriation of property is the act of thef) accompanied by specified circumstances (like the propriety belongs to someone else).Sometimes the the actus reus may be an “omission to act” (case R V Stone and Dabinson [1977] and Miller [1983] or it may include a specified consequence or may simply be a state of affairs than an act.
“In R V Stone and Dobinson is Ted Stone(67) was blind totally and partially deaf had no appreciable sense of smell and law of intelligence.He lived with his housekeeper and mistress of 8 years,Gwendolyn Dobinson (43) who was described as ineffectual and inadequate.Fanny ,Ted’s sister move to live with them,she had leave with another sister in the past.Fanny had mental problems and was suffering from anorexia nervosa.Despite these problems,Ted and Gwendolyn agreed to look after her,but Funny’s condition deteriorated and was found dead in her bed in appalling conditions.
Ted and Gwendolyn were found liable for her death as they had assumed a responsibility to her.They failed to look after her and ensure she got the medical help she needed.”
“In Miller [1983] the defendant had been out drinking for the evening,when he come back ,he had been staying in and fell asleep on a mattress with a lighted cigarette in his hand.He awoke and saw that the cigarette had started a small fire.When he seeing the fire,he just got up and went back to sleep in to another room.The defendant had created a dangerous situation and owed a duty to call the fire brigade upon becoming aware of the fire.He was therefore liable for this omission to do so.”



Generally a person cannot be guilty of a crime unless two elements are present: the “actus reus”(guilty act) and the “mens rea” (guilty mind).
Omission is a failure to act,but is not usuallya crime to fail to act.For example is not usually a crime to stand by and watch a child who has fallen into a river drown,but is a crime where is a duty on a person to act,either because of the terms of a contractual duty(R v Pittwood[1902],or he as a parent/guardian of a minor (R v Gibbins and Proctor[1918] or we took about a voluntarily assumend duty like looking after a disabled relative (R v Stone & Dobinson[1977].
In R v Pittwood [1902] the defendant was employed like to man the gate at a level crosssing by a railway company.He lifted the gate to allow a cart to pass and failing to put it back down before to go for the lunch.A train later collided with a horse and cart killing the train driver.The defendant was liable for the death of the train driver as it was his contractual duty to close the gate.
In R v Gibbins and Proctor [1918] Gibbins and Proctor starving to death the Gibbins seven year old daughter.Although most of the evidence was more against Proctor and less against Gibbins,because he was gave Proctor money which was sufficient enough to provide for the wants them and the kids but both end up convicted because Gibbins didn’t do anything himself to provide for his daughter and left his partner who neglected the girl.
In R V Stone and Dobinson is Ted Stone(67) was blind totally and partially deaf had no appreciable sense of smell and law of intelligence.He lived with his housekeeper and mistress of 8 years,Gwendolyn Dobinson (43) who was described as ineffectual and inadequate.Fanny ,Ted’s sister move to live with them,she had leave with another sister in the past.Fanny had mental problems and was suffering from anorexia nervosa.Despite these problems,Ted and Gwendolyn agreed to look after her,but Funny’s condition deteriorated and was found dead in her bed in appalling conditions.Ted and Gwendolyn were found liable for her death as they had assumed a responsibility to her.They failed to look after her and ensure she got the medical help she needed.



