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I acknowledge the use of ChatGBT  https://chatgpt.com on 24/04/25 to support my research. I used the prompt(s): 
1. why does the ambulance service visit schools 
2.  how does ambulance service visiting schools fit into the curriculum
3.  what are the strengths behind the visit

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 
I acknowledge the use of MyBib https://www.mybib.com/#/projects/79WJLv/citations on 05/05/25 to support my referencing. I used the prompts 
1. Havard reference… 


Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Be more critical of what you read and the sources to ensure integrity of your decision making. Ensure to use the literature to support your assertions.

	
Used government websites to back up the points I was making. 

	
Please revise the correct protocols for Harvard referencing to improve precision and accuracy of citing the work of other authors (e.g.  correct use of brackets and punctuation) - book a study skills session to revise referencing. 
	
Used MyBib on the Harvard referencing to help me with the correct placement of brackets. 

	
Avoid over reliance on websites - try to use the recommended reading list and look for academic papers that have been peer reviewed.

	Used more reliable websites, such as the government sites, blogs and papers.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

Introduction-  
The ambulance and healthcare workers are very important and integral to the local community, for my chosen proposal I would like to invite the St Johns Ambulance service into school. They offer meaningful lessons to the learners while imparting useful information and providing good role models for the pupils. By educating the pupils on who to call for help, how to notice signs of someone in distress and first aid, pupils will have a better understanding and awareness on how to respond if they ever need to. St Johns offer a programme called ‘young responders’ that is run through interactive sessions based on real life, first aid scenarios. All ages of pupils will benefit from this visit as the lifelong skills can be applied at any age. Pupils will benefit from this visit in all areas of learning including the four purposes, especially ethical, informed citizens, on point four it states that “understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and acting”. As well as having a strong impact on healthy, confident individuals, on point four it states that “individuals know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well”. Welsh Government (2022). The pedagogical principles will also be supported in the visit. The visit meets principle 6 in creating an authentic context. Principle 10 “encourages learners to take responsibility for their own learning” and principle 12 “encouraging collaboration”.  Welsh Government (2023). I have chosen this proposal as it imperative that pupils learn these lifelong skills and work with the local community to better their understanding on the job and the importance it holds within the community. 
 
Literature review -  
Community engagement is vital to a pupils learning, it promotes new skills and pupil development, strengthening lessons and connecting with the wider and local community. Healthcare professionals are a key role models in the community and educate pupils on ways they can keep safe, who to call for help and the role they play in the community.  Professor Graham Donaldson stated that “it is important that children and young people see the relevance in their learning to the world beyond the school gates and that opportunities are taken to forge links in that world”. Donaldson, G. (2015). During experiences in PTE1 and PTE2 I have seen the impacts on involving the community in learning, it betters the pupil's social development in creating relationships and cognitive development when developing on the ability to think and reason. Contexts within the different AoLE’s can be supported with community visits in many unique ways. The Curriculum for Wales Guidance states that “these contexts help learners make sense of their relationship with their communities, their national identity, and the wider world. This supports learners to develop a citizenship which is multi-faceted, reflecting on their roles and responsibilities within each context and recognising diversity within each context. While local, national and international contexts provide distinct contributions to learning.” Welsh Government (2021). Community engagement within and outside of the school supports and works with The Well-being of Future Generations Act. One of the well-being goals for Wales is ‘A Wales of more cohesive communities’, creating a more attractive, viable, safe and well connected communities. The local schools collaborate with the public bodies involved in this act, these include Public Health Wales, Health Education and Improvement Wales, Local Health Board and the Welsh Ambulance Services University NHS Trust, all of which play a part to this proposal. Welsh Government (2015). Professor Graham Donaldson created the 12 pedagogical principles for Good Teaching and Learning. Principle 12 is encouraging collaboration. It encourages learners to be independent, to have a say in their own learning and to take increasingly responsibility for it and to actively engage with parents, cares and the wider community as partners in learning. Impact Wales (2022). Collaborating effectively with other services is key to progression in learning, this is highlighted in the Community Focused Schools, it states that “All children and young people should be well prepared for their future lives”. The community engagement element is acting as a key part of the local community, offering opportunities to use the school's facilities to support learning. It is key to signposting to other support or advice services and utilising the skills and organisations within the community to extend and enrich learning opportunities and to positively influence change.  
Health and Well-being is a broad and dynamic area of the curriculum. Public Health Wales Educational setting team established the health and well being curriculum project to bring together the Health and Education sectors to co construct curriculum toolkits and resources for schools to develop and deliver key health and well being themes as a part of the Health and Well being Area of Learning and Experience. The Curriculum toolkit have developed principles of curriculum design and identify what is important to and for the learners. Key messages identify what the professions want the learners to understand and why, demonstrate and value. The toolkits identify opportunities for transferable learning across themes and within wider topics and the key concepts contained within the Health and Well being as well as other Areas of Learning and Experience. Public Health Wales (2024). Engaging with the community with school visits is essential to widening the pupil's knowledge on the wider community and building trust within the community. Regular interactions between the ambulance services and schools offer a sense of community and trust. The ambulance services experience and community involvement team engage with the public to improve services and promote healthy living messages. The efforts of the professionals include involving their patients and the public in the trusts work, creating closer working relationships across the trust, and supporting people to access health information and resources. Welsh Ambulance Services University NHS Trust (2024). This proposal supports and works alongside the convention on the rights of the child. Article 17 states that children have the right to access information and Article 28 states that children have the right to access education. Social Justice is a large part of the community engagement within schools. Teachers promote social justice in a range of different ways, such as making sure to provide pupils with multiple perceptions and encouraging the pupils to think beyond themselves, to expand their minds and exercise their analytical thinking skills. The goal of social justice in education is to include more empathy, more justice and more equality. Pupils will have a stronger sense of what's fair and choose careers and lifestyles that support their communities. Soken-Huberty, E. (2020). All pupils take part in the experience and retain the same information. Under the provisions of the Equality Act (2010), schools must not unlawfully discriminate against learners on the basis of their age, sex, race, disability, religion or belief. This is collectively known as the protected characteristics. Schools must also make reasonable adjustments to alleviate disadvantage.  
 
Aims, objectives and practical considerations 
The aim of this proposal is to raise awareness amongst the pupils about the role of emergency medical services. Provide health and safety by teaching basic first aid and emergency responses. The first aid sessions are adaptable to meet the needs and abilities of all pupils. The local ambulance team have stated that they are confident that the pupils have walked away much more confident in first aid. St John Ambulance (2025). Foster trust and familiarity between young people and emergency responders. Encourage interest in healthcare and emergency service careers. As well as improve emergency preparedness in schools and amongst pupils. The objectives of the professionals are to demonstrate the ambulance equipment and explain its use in saving lives. Teaching students how and when to call emergency services. Introduce basic life saving skills, such as CPR or the recovery positions. Discuss scenarios that the pupils might encounter, such as accidents, asthma attacks or allergic reactions. As well promoting responsible behaviour in emergencies. On the Health and Safety guidance for educational visits it states that it aims is to provide a guidance to help schools understand their obligations when undertaking educational visits and ensuring safety and compliance. Department for Education (2018) Practical considerations must be addresses to ensure that the visit runs smoothly. Setting a suitable date and time is crucial in allowing time for setup and breakdown as well as avoiding peak times for the emergency services, such as public holidays. Obtaining permission from the school leadership team, ensure all ambulance staff have the relevant background checks, such as a DBS, and inform parents/guardians in advance if pupils are taking part in interactive activities. The proposal will be implemented across all year groups as information applies to all pupils and will be implemented in 2 parts. Firstly, the ambulance service will do the first aid training, discussing different scenarios and teaching pupils when and how to call emergency services. Secondly the ambulance team will show the pupils around the ambulance, showing them its key features and a demonstration on equipment explaining its use. For a single class session it is recommended that there is 1-2 members of staff and for a larger group it is recommended that there is 3-5 members of staff. School policies depend on this, the number of staff required for an ambulance  service visit depends on several factors, including the size of the pupil group, the nature of the activities planned, and the age of the pupils involved. The NSPCC state that ‘schools need to consider what extra safeguarding measures should be put in place for any visitors who are not employed directly by the school. NSPCC Learning (2021). The visit from the ambulance service is entirely voluntary, their main aim is to teach the pupils life saving skills that will stay with them for life. The ambulance service provides all equipment for the sessions, however they do ask that the school provides a suitable space with chairs, a table and a whiteboard or screen. St John Ambulance (2025).  
 
Measuring Impact 
Measuring the impact of a school visit helps to determine whether it met its objectives and contributed to students learning or development. Pupil feedback is key to finding out how the session went, this can be done through surveys or questionnaire that are age appropriate, using exit slips or reflection slips. To measure the impact on pupils the teacher can make observations on the engagement levels during the visit, can note knowledge or behaviour changes in pupils afterwards and the use of new vocabulary or understanding in follow up lessons. Obtaining feedback from both the pupil and the teacher will help the professionals to ‘alter the learning gap’ if something did not go to plan. Shute's work illustrates that feedback is seeking to critique and explore feedback practices and exposing their effectiveness. Dann, R. (2018). Having a range of follow up activities to reinforce the visit and to assess the knowledge and understanding of pupils on what was discussed in the visit. From experience in my PTE schools, it was clear to see that the visit had been successful when it meets the learning and engagement objectives, and both pupils and teachers have a positive experience. Teachers will know if the visit has been successful if pupils can accurately explain what they have learned, can recall key facts or demonstrate new skills. Giving pupils objectives is extremely beneficial to their learning as teachers focus their efforts on specific skills and outcomes. Pupils then understand what is expected of them and engaging on the information being taught to them. Mightywriter.co.uk. (2025). To ensure a positive outcome from the visit St Johns Ambulance created scenario cards that have a range of emergencies on, and the pupils need to decide the best course of action from what they have learnt. Pupils have expressed an enjoyment in this activity and have been able to link it to their personal lives. St John Ambulance (2024). As stated in the literature review, the ambulance trust, supports and promotes the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. In ‘The Right Way: a Case Study’ it states that some pupils may be anxious about healthcare professionals. Children becoming familiar with the crews and wider NHS equipment, it is anticipated that it will encourage children to engage during visits. Article 29 states “Education must promote your rights and help you develop your skills and talents to the full”. This can encourage a successful and informative visit to schools. The Right Way: a Case Study. (n.d.).  
 
Evaluation  
To support my proposal, I created a SWOT analysis, to create this analysis I used information gained from my PTE schools and their engagement with community visits. The SWOT analysis was used to identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. The first analysis conducted was the strengths of the visit, the first being an expert led educator which benefits the pupils as they are learning directly from trained professionals increasing credibility and pupil engagement. This visit will also introduce the pupils to potential careers in healthcare and emergency services. Pupil interest can be peaked when life saving skills are taught early, such as first aid and CPR. The Welsh Government states that “learning the basic skills of first aid and techniques like CPR will give young people the confidence to know that they can step in to help someone in need”. Department for Education (2019). The next analysis conducted was identifying the weaknesses in the visit, the first being issues with not having enough staff to handle large groups. Resource limitations was also a weakness identified as the ambulance service may not have sufficient time, staff, or funding to visit all schools interested. The National Education Union provides guidance on classroom sizes and advises schools to consider children emotional, behavioural and special needs when determining a ratio. NSPCC (2019). With limited timing and short visits also creates a weakness as the professions may only provide a surface level understanding on complex issues. Many opportunities can arise from this visit, the most important being strengthening the relationship between the school and the community, development of the four purposes and integrating the curriculum. The learners are provided with a hands-on experience in this visit which is an extremely valuable way of learning. It is evident that young people learn through their five senses, therefore providing a hand-on experiences that allows children to touch, see, smell, taste and hear is important. Kaltman, G.S. (2010). The final analysis conducted was the threats of this visit. The main issues arise from funding cuts in the public health services and budget for the visit. If the practical sessions are not properly managed, safety or liability issues my arise. The final threat is pupil engagement, and this is the most important aspect to a successful visit.  
 
Conclusion  
Community engagement is proving to be a vital part of the learning process. Community engagement supports the curriculum in the most effective way. It can be used in the AoLE’s in different ways to support that topic. The four purposes are supported in this visit, helping to create ethical informed citizens. The Ambulance service visiting schools is incredibly important to pupil learning as it offers a higher appreciation for the healthcare workers as well as teaching the pupils life long skills that will not only benefit them but also the people around them. There are so many factors that go into a visit to the school, all thought out in depth to provide the best experience for learners, such as the staffing involved, budgeting, space and the quality of the visit and if it will be beneficial to all learners. This proposal not only provides the learners with key information, but it also delivers it in a hands on and engaging way, that keeps pupil engagement and opportunities for pupils to ask questions to deeper their knowledge and understanding. For my next steps as a student teacher will ensure that pupils get to experience as many visits from the community as possible and deliver them in ways that keep engagement.  
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