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The Library and Your Research Process

In your research, you will explore ideas, information, and research from various 
academic sources and viewpoints, most of which can be accessed via the library.

Therefore, it is important that you can effectively use the library, and this session is 
designed to help you improve your skills in this area.



Library Intranet pages

Library and Learning Resources

From the Intranet Library webpage, 
you will find all the services and 
support the library offers.

Click on Getting Started Guides to go 
to our subject based guides on 
where to find support and 
information in your subject area.

Go to the Academic and Infoskills link 
to find useful tutorials to help you 
with your research and referencing 
skills.

https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library


Complete The Online Infoskills Modules

Finding and Using Information.
•  Identifying and searching for information.        
•  Advanced searching.
•  Artificial Intelligence (AI).
•  Evaluating information.

Referencing and Plagiarism.
• Why we reference.
• How to reference.
• Handbooks and guidance.

Find them in the Academic and Infoskills programme.

https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills


Think about your Research Strategy

DEFINE your topic or question.

IDENTIFY key authors, concepts, and keywords.

FIND suitable information sources.

SEARCH refine & repeat search.

RECORD by referencing correctly.



Where to Start...

Familiarise yourself with your topic and previous research.

Perform a scoping/preliminary search.

Identify articles, journals, and key authors on your topic.

Note any key terminology, phrases, ideas you find.



Library: Scoping Searches

Start with a wide search, then narrow your focus.

Be prepared to change direction as you find articles, theories, research.

Remember, your research question is not final until you have found enough 
information to carry out your investigation.



Things to Consider…

Consider currency, 
availability and 

context when choosing 
your topic.

Is there enough written 
about a topic for you to 
be able to research and 

write about it.

If it is too recent, there 
may not be enough 

research.

If it is too old, the 
research may not be 

current enough.



Phrase Searching & Terminology

Consider different terminology that may be used.

• Alternative words: Synonyms / Antonyms.

• Phrase searching: Search for a phrase in quotations 
"exercise training“.

• Subject searching: Controlled vocabulary.



Evaluating Articles Critically

Things to look out for:

• Is it Peer-Reviewed?

• Does it contain stated research questions?

• How recent is it? What dates are shown on the 
references?

• Does it have a lot of references?

• Some databases will have records of Downloads, Shares, 
and how often it’s been cited by others e.g. Springer, 
Science Direct, Google Scholar.



Use the CRAAP Test

Currency – Is it up to date.

Relevance – Who is the intended audience, will it further your argument. 

Authority – What are the authors credentials.

Accuracy – Can it be verified, is it supported by evidence.

Purpose – Why has it been produced, is it objective.



Tips for Using the Library Catalogue

Save searches and set alerts in your pinned resources.

Search within a singular journal.

Use the red arrows to find associated research.

Use the filters to improve your search results.



Use Filters to Improve Your Results

Use the filters down the 
left-hand side.

Limit by full text, books, 
articles, date, peer review 
and other filters listed.



Red Arrows

Use the red arrows in 
peer-reviewed searches 
to find ‘Cited In’ and 
‘Cited by’ texts to expand 
your research.

Search 

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22customer%20service%22&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&facet=rtype,include,articles&lang=en&offset=0


Searching Within a Journal

Use the catalogue to search within 
a journal.

Click on the journal title.
Go to the ‘Search inside’ section.
Put your keywords in the search 
box.

This will bring up a set of results 
only from that journal.

Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100109145002421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,%22applied%20theatre%22%20AND%20education&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&offset=0


Oxford Reference

Use the search box in the 
catalogue to search for the 
Oxford reference database.

It contains 397 dictionaries, 
including 6 Thesauruses.

Oxford Reference

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100222459602421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=Search_ELEC&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,oxford%20reference&offset=0


Oxford Reference

• Do a keyword search to 
search all the dictionaries 
simultaneously.

• Select individual dictionaries 
to search within by reference 
type.

• Or find dictionaries by 
refining by subject.

Oxford Reference

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100222459602421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=Search_ELEC&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,oxford%20reference&offset=0


What About Artificial Intelligence?

Always check 
your assignment 
brief and with 
your tutor to 
confirm if use of 
AI is permitted!

If permitted, demonstrate good academic 
practice by...

• Using AI tools effectively, critically, ethically 
and within permitted guidelines.

• Being aware of limitations, e.g. 
accountability, inaccuracy, bias, unintentional 
plagiarism, over reliance. 

• Evaluating all generated text critically.

• Acknowledging all AI content.

• Completing the AI sections in infoskills.



AI in the Catalogue - Where to find it…

Library search

Tab in library 
catalogue.

Search

Start new topic.

Search history.

N.B. You must 
sign into the 
library to use.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD%3A44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en


How it Works

Your question is sent 
to the Large Language 
Model (LLM).

The question is 
converted into a 
Boolean query. The Boolean query is sent to the 

central Primo library catalogue to 
retrieve results.

The top 5 results are sent to the 
LLM to create an overview with 
in-text references based on the 
abstracts​.

The AI generated overview and sources are returned in the response​.



Search with Filters…



Search question.

Results. Note: not all may be available via our library. 

Results from 
UWTSD 
library.

Library Results

Example Search 

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20commentary%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20history)%20OR%20(impact%20of%20art%20on%20society)%20OR%20(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20critique%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20tool%20for%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20impact%20on%20society)%20OR%20(artistic%20expression%20and%20social%20change)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20form%20of%20political%20and%20social%20commentary)&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&offset=0&pcAvailability=true&mode=advanced


AI Generated Overview of Sources…



Further Related Questions...



Library Result Search String

This is a copy of the search 
string created by the AI tool to 
search for results in the library 
catalogue.

(art political commentary) OR 
(social commentary in art) OR 
(art as activism) OR 
(political art history) OR 
(impact of art on society) OR 
(art political commentary) OR 
(social critique in art) OR 
(art as a tool for activism) OR 
(political art impact on society) OR 
(artistic expression and social change) OR 
(art as a form of political and social commentary)

Library Results

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20commentary%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20history)%20OR%20(impact%20of%20art%20on%20society)%20OR%20(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20critique%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20tool%20for%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20impact%20on%20society)%20OR%20(artistic%20expression%20and%20social%20change)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20form%20of%20political%20and%20social%20commentary)&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&offset=0&pcAvailability=true&mode=advanced


Library Results (with extra filters)

Tip:
• Open up in the Advanced Search view 

and explore some of the suggested 
keywords. 

• Try subject searching or title 
searching, along with date and further 
subject filters. 

• Explore further and narrow down 
results.

New results

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20commentary%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20history)%20OR%20(impact%20of%20art%20on%20society)%20OR%20(art%20political%20commentary)%20OR%20(social%20critique%20in%20art)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20tool%20for%20activism)%20OR%20(political%20art%20impact%20on%20society)%20OR%20(artistic%20expression%20and%20social%20change)%20OR%20(art%20as%20a%20form%20of%20political%20and%20social%20commentary)&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&facet=searchcreationdate,include,2010%7C,%7C2025&mode=advanced&offset=0&pcAvailability=true


Good to know…

• It does not use its own training data, so minimises the risk of hallucinations.

• Unlike other chat boxes, such as ChatGPT, you cannot continue a conversation with it. Each query is 
independent.

• It does retain your search history, so you can return to it at a later date.

• It is a great starting point for research, especially if unsure where to begin. 

•  Can provide ideas for alternative keywords searches.

• Related research questions can help narrow down or expand research question.



Limitations

• Filters are still very limited within the assistant.

• Follow up questions are not supported. Each question stands alone, and all 
relevant information needs to be asked in each.

• Not everything is searched so you still need to perform searches in the 
catalogue to ensure a comprehensive literature search. 



Managing Your Sources 

Use the pinned resources tool.

Create a RefWorks Account.

Create personal accounts in the databases.



Pinned Resources

Sign in to make 
use of the pin 
feature to save any 
relevant resources 
in your pinned 
resources.

Search 

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22customer%20service%22&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&facet=rtype,include,articles&lang=en&offset=0


Exporting Citations to RefWorks

Use the library search to export citations directly into 
RefWorks account.

Click on the item.
Go to the ‘Send to’ section.
Click on ‘RefWorks’.

Every member of staff and student has a RefWorks 
account.  Sign up on the RefWorks page with your 
university email address.

If you are using a different bibliographic software 
management tool use the ‘Export RIS’ option instead to 
export the citation.

Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_proquest_journals_2477174376&context=PC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,robotics%20for%20customer%20service&offset=0


Citation manager tools

• Many citation tools available, but they are not 100% accurate all of the 
time.

 

You may wish to explore: 

• MyBib. 

• ZoteroBib.

• RefWorks (Supported by UWTSD).

• Mendeley.

TIP:
Explore Library Infoskills:
Referencing: Managing Information 
to find out more. 

https://www.mybib.com/
https://zbib.org/
https://www.zotero.org/
https://refworks.proquest.com/signup/email/
https://www.mendeley.com/
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=515793


Citation tool

Citation tool in the 
item record on the 
library catalogue.

Link to Catalogue record

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100633602802421


Cite Them Right Online 

• How to reference.

• Plagiarism.

• Study skills.

Cite them right online

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100436002502421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=any,contains,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.&offset=0&databases=any,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.


You try option



Useful resources

Export function (in 
favourites) in your 
online resource 
list.

https://whelf-uwtsd.leganto.exlibrisgroup.com/SAML
https://whelf-uwtsd.leganto.exlibrisgroup.com/SAML


Database Search

• Browse databases not searched by 
the library search:
• BoB.
• Bridgeman Education.
• Cite Them Right.
• Digital Theatre+.
• WGSN.

• Go directly to subject specific 
databases:
• Art & Architecture Source.
• Artstor.

• Performing Arts Periodicals.
• Proquest Central (Arts & Humanities).

Database Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbsearch?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1


Some Useful Databases

• Art & Architecture Source

Research database covering fine, decorative and commercial art, as well as architecture and architectural 
design.

• Artstor

Artstor covers many time periods and cultures, and documents the fields of architecture, painting, 
sculpture, photography, decorative arts, design, anthropology, ethnographic and women studies, as well as 
many other forms of visual culture. Users can search, view, download and organize images.

• Bridgeman Education

A complete visual resource offering over 1,000,000 digital images of art, history and culture from global 
museums, galleries, private collections and contemporary artists all copyright cleared for educational use.

• Digital Theatre Plus

Digital theatre plus provides online access to a digital streaming video collection of films of current British 
theatre productions.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100115366602421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100455702702421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100218160102421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100250258102421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=any,contains,Digital%20Theatre%20Plus%20Database&offset=0&databases=any,Digital%20Theatre%20Plus%20Database


Some Useful Databases

• Performing Arts Periodicals Database

Full text of journals including American Cinematographer, Dance Chronicle, Film Criticism, Journal of 
Popular Film and Television, Puppetry Journal, and more.

• Proquest Central

This is a multidisciplinary resource, but you can limit it to search just the Arts and Humanities database.  
Look at the list under Included Databases.

• Vogue Archive

A searchable archive of American Vogue, from the first issue in 1892 to the current month, reproduced 
in high-resolution color page images.

• WGSN

WGSN is the world's leading consumer trend forecaster. Forecasts provide global trend insights, expertly 
curated data and industry expertise to help understand consumer behaviour and lifestyles, create 
products with confidence and trade at the right time.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100417099402421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=20&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100224559102421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=10&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Engineering
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100224559402421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=20&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100431192702421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=20&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design


Exact Editions

Exact Editions

• Access to 15 Art Journals.
• Log in as University of 

Wales Trinity Saint David.
• Access to current and back 

issues.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100484102802421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=Search_ELEC&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Exact%20editions&offset=0


Linking Google Scholar

• Search for Google Scholar.

• Click on site.

• Click on 3 lines (top left of page).

• Choose settings.

• Click library links.

• Type in UW Trinity.

• Click search.

• Tick the box with View it @ UWTSD.

• Save.

Google Scholar



Useful resources

• How to use your reading in your essays.

• Cite Them Right: Setting out citations.

• Harvard Referencing: The Mechanics (infoskills).

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100241658802421
https://www-citethemrightonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article?docid=b-9781350928060&tocid=b-9781350928060-setting-out-citations
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=475604


Useful resource links

• Library Infoskills

• Cite Them Right Database

•  UWTSD’s Harvard  Referencing Handbook.

• TurnitIn: Evaluating Sources Playlist

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=11455
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/11c0l68/alma99100436002502421
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/3315/download?attachment
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8VCrbt1ecOQowwz2oxP4SmV0q3gWXw04


Help is Always Available

For help with research and referencing queries or for help with digital skills advice: 

Emily Wild - Academic Liaison Librarian email: emily.wild@uwtsd.ac.uk

General queries and help with loans:

library@uwtsd.ac.uk

mailto:emily.wild@uwtsd.ac.uk
mailto:library@uwtsd.ac.uk


We are on Facebook, X and 

Instagram!

▪ Follow us to find out what’s new!

▪ Share what you’re reading! 

Find us on social media!
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