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Task 3- Reflective report – 1000 words

Introduction
This report's main purpose is to analyze and share my learning experience throughout the Academic Skills module between the beginning of week 1 to week 10. I will explain my strengths, areas for improvement, and the impact of the module on my personal and academic development. 
[bookmark: _Int_bbRkos3p]While the overall experience has positively impacted my learning journey, in this reflection, I will focus on 2 experiences during my 10 weeks of learning which I rate to be the most impactful. These are in week 1   when I learned how to navigate around Moodle and the different applications and week 2 when I learned about the CRAAP method in week 3.

Description of Experiences
In week 1 after the students introduced themselves to the class and stated what makes a good working environment to study in, we learned about navigating Moodle, access the different apps provided such as word and PowerPoints which will be necessary in completing tasks and assignments, and downloading documents from Moodle. It was exciting to move from one app to another without losing documents etc. The knowledge I gained was beneficial as it has been applied in the remaining weeks of teaching, as I was consistently able to confidently  complete set tasks and navigate to different applications without having to worry about losing my work and being able to use the different applications provided on Moodle such as the library to research on tasks.
Another specific experience I found most impactful was in week 3. in the beginning We learned how to determine suitability of information by using the CRAAP method. We were shown different areas to look to find reliable sources such as using the university library search engine as that would be reliable and trusted. A remarkable point was for every source chosen to be used the assignment; the source must pass the CRAAP test. This was an eyeopener which made me more conscious of how to research for resources. A strategy that enabled me to ensure that I used the right resources for my tasks.


Analysis and Personal Reflection (~600 words):
NAVIGATING MOODLE
For the first experience navigating Moodle over the last ten weeks has been beneficial and challenging. With little experience at first using university learning platforms such as Moodle, I found Moodle very confusing and began to think about how I would get used to this. The overall layout was very confusing for me as there were several tabs across the page which I did not know when I would need to use such as submission links, assignment briefs, and various applications. Due to the lack of experience in Moodle the first few weeks caused me to fall behind in class compared to some students who already had more experience, which led me to give fewer contributions. 

Over the coming weeks, I became more aware and confident in using Moodle more effectively from constant use. One positive experience was being shown by my lecturer the weekly breakdown of content over all ten weeks of teaching was on Moodle which allowed me confidently to access Moodle more frequently to review recorded lectures which I did not understand completely inside the class and go over it in my own pace at home to strengthen my understanding. Overall, this allowed me to be more engaged and control of the module content.

Additionally, through these learning experiences, I rapidly increased my understanding of Moodle and how essential it is in academic learning. It carried several responsibilities such as ensuring that I constantly checked content materials and managed deadlines as Moodle had all dates of assignments which needed to be submitted without having to rely solely on lecturers to remind me. (This aspect of my learning highlights my ability to carry out independent studies which according to ‘developing independent learning skills’ written by Felea Cristina IS A KEY ) I have also been taught and boosted my confidence by being confident enough to tackle issues such as having errors with logging by speaking to IT inside the university or contacting support from my email. 

In terms of improvement, one key area I need to improve is consistency. Several uses on Moodle developed my skills using Moodle, however there were several weeks where I did not access content to stay ahead or go back and ensure content is not forgotten. This led to me not having the full experience of having the best understanding of some topics. I may be weaker than others in reflective writing.

Overall, navigating Moodle has significantly contributed to my personal growth and academic growth.it has taught me the importance of independent learning and time management, both which are essential for university and the workplace.

CRAAP method

Using the CRAAP method to determine the suitability of information was a beneficial strategy which I learned. From the beginning when I was first taught, I was not very confident in applying this method consistently. For example, as well as understanding the concept of the CRAAP method at first, I chose some articles which were slightly outdated as I was not fully checking the details and purpose of the entire article. Due to this, in my first experience with writing my first assignment it led to unreliable arguments as some information was outdated, therefore unreliable. However, after receiving feedback from my lecturer, I became more confident and ensured this mistake was not made again. I was given feedback on how to start using the university online library and how to sort out the list of resources to access the most recent ones for my tasks. Overall, this strongly  improved the quality of my writing  which was henceforth based on reliable research sources. Another strength I developed was identifying and ensuring that the resources I found were relevant to the topic I was writing on. Although I am fairly confident i using the CRAAP method, I can still improve my understanding of identifying resources with biased opinions. To conclude, the CRAAP method has massively improved my understanding of writing and research on topics.

Conclusion (~100 words):

In conclusion, these factors have developed my understanding as a student through learning Moodle navigation successfully and successfully evaluating sources using the CRAAP method. From identifying strengths and weaknesses, I can say I have become more confident and increased my knowledge and skills.
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