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The topic of the presentation is to discuss and evaluate contemporary issues that the UK’s police force is facing in England and Wales. We are to research current contemporary challenges they face and pick a key challenge to critically analyse and give insight into the challenges faced.
My presentation is based on the issue surrounding the misuse of force by the police. For the presentation I will be researching key factors surrounding the issue such as evidence of police misconduct and evidence of abuse of power from the police, looking at the training the police receive regarding using their power of force safely and correctly, and finally, the legislation in place to guide the police as well as to give the police the power to use force when making arrests.
Evidence of police misconduct and misuse of force.
Within my presentation, I had made it clear that the UK public is enabled to report incidents of police misconduct and report incidents in which a member of the public has felt as though a police officer has abused their power of force or if the police officer has incorrectly used force when it was unnecessary.
Evidence of this can be found on the independent office for police complaints office website. It is a publicly available website meaning that any member of the public such as you and I can visit the site and read up on complaints formed by members of the public regarding issues as stated above. The website is filled with thousands of complaints spread across a wide variety of reasons for launching a complaint, for example, the complaints that I had read were in relation specifically to misuse of police force however, there are many other categories to read.
What does this tell us? Firstly, this shows us as the public that this is a serious issue with the police force due to the high volume of incidents reported by the public. It is also an indicator that perhaps changes need to happen to the police force regarding their training and perhaps even new legislation is needed, as complaints written about the police mistreating the public and abusing their power seem to be a regular occurrence. This is a key piece of evidence that supports the idea that the police are abusing their power of force and that this is one of the more prevalent issues that the police force is facing.
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Police training and education.
A key factor that needs to be discussed is the training the police are receiving. This is because of two key reasons. We must understand if police misconduct and abuse of power are happening from a few individual police officers who are operating outside the scope of training and the conduct they receive and abide by, or if the training they are receiving is subpar and is causing more and more officers to commit acts of misconduct.
Firstly, we can look at the specific training and codes of conduct the police are trained to follow to ensure that it is still up to the standard to fit the needs of the public. In a PDF posted by the College of policing which is the official body that trains officers to uphold the law published in 2013 in regards specifically to the use of force police officers are trained to follow legislative guidelines in place that grant the police the power to use reasonable force, however, the legislation does dictate that it is based upon the circumstances of the arrest. 
The college of policing trains officers to refer to two key pieces of legislation. The Criminal Law act 1967 and the Police and Criminal evidence act 1984 as well as the European convention of human rights. This shows us that Police officers are taught immediately to follow official governed legislation on how to properly use force when making arrests. From researching the two key acts that are currently still in place we can see that they are still up to the standard of care of the UK public, in the eyes of the UK Government and the police force. Therefore, we can deduce that the training they receive on how to safely govern the UK public is correct. Furthermore, it depicts the image that it is a few bad police officers committing acts of misconduct. However, does the evidence support this? The evidence in question is the IOPC’s extensive library of reviews submitted by the public, this contradicts the idea that only a few officers are to be held responsible. 
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This presentation aims to simply research a key challenge that the Police force face and to gain an understanding of what factors contribute to the issue. The aim is not to form opinions and or suggest methods of resolving the problem. I believe that the aim of this presentation has been fulfilled as I have identified a key contemporary challenge with today’s police force in discussing the misuse of force and police misconduct. I have researched and provided evidence that proves the issue is current and needs addressing, as well as providing a background into the training the police receive and how the training is a key factor in why the police should not be continuously committing acts of misconduct. The presentation also investigates the legislation and acts that are in place for the officers which grant them the power to use force as well as guides the officers on how to correctly use their power of force under different circumstances.
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