 Module name :Safeguarding
Module code:ECEY5011/C
Student number:2328612


I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm that I have copies of my draft, note and other resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide as evidence.

Individual Reflection 
1. Knowledge and Understanding Before
Coming into ECEY5011C, I had somewhat limited knowledge or understanding of regulations related to child safety and welfare. Although I already an idea of the rights of the child from modules on the professional practice and theory and practice in children’s play, my training in child welfare safeguarding was effectively limited. Before the research and module, I already had some appreciation of the lasting negative effects of adverse childhood events (ACEs) including physical and emotional neglect. However, I did not yet have as deep an understanding of the causes and models of ACEs. Despite having heard of and briefly read some prominent cases of gaps in child safeguarding in UK and Wales, I did not yet understand or know the gaps that ended in these unfortunate events or the many recommendations that resulted from those reports. Before ECEY5011C, I already knew the role of early years practitioners in identifying and 
reporting abuse but did not yet sufficiently appreciate subtle elements of this process including reporting policies, channels and referral pathways. Similarly, I did not yet appreciate the roles of specific officers including Local Authority Designated Officer, Designated Safeguarding Officer or the Multiagency Safeguarding Hub. 


2. Learning From the Module
Having now completed the module and research, perhaps the most important lesson has been that multiagency agency is essential to effective child safeguarding practice. These teams must be able to work collaboratively, maintain open, honest and accurate communication and effectively prioritize effectively interventions. Safeguarding practice must be properly embedded in and guided by relevant legislations and policies such as the Children’s Act 2004, Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 and the Children’s Act 1989. I have better appreciated the role of a more child-center approach to safeguarding. As a practitioner, I must take into consideration the views, wishes and feelings of the child even while undertaking safeguarding roles. In so doing, I help to promote the dignity of the child. While I understand that practitioners such as myself are often concerned about being wrong about suspected cases of abuse or neglect, I also appreciate that we must maintain high index of suspicion and it is better to be speak out and be wrong rather than to keep quiet and be right. I have learnt the role for practitioners to be aware of and look out for subtle signs or emotional and physical abuse (NSPCC, 2022). Children may not speak out for themselves and been on the lookout for these telltale signs may be the only way to identify abuse and initiate protective actions. Finally, I understand that I must safeguard myself by being mindful of physical contact, ensuring utmost confidentiality and dressing modestly. 
3. Application to Future Practice
Going into the future, the lessons I have picked from ECEY5011C will guide my safeguarding practice and my role in recognizing, recording of, responding to, reporting of and referring instances of neglect, abuse or other forms of harms to the child. Recognizing involves identification of actual or potential instances of abuse or neglect. Early recognition allows for early intervention and, therefore, better outcomes (Munro, 2011). Children may not be able to make one-off disclosures but say things happening at home suggestive of safeguarding concerns. For example, I child who says they are left alone at home may be at risk. Sudden changes in behavior, displaying new aggression, displaying sexualized behavior or becoming anxious or withdrawn may indicate the child is at risk of harm (NSPCC Learning, 2014; The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH), 2022). Other things I would look out for include physical signs such as bruising and delayed milestones (NSPCC Learning, 2014). Once I have recognized safeguarding risks, I will respond to those risks. This involves taking appropriate and immediate actions to ensure the child is safe. Following my institution’s safeguarding procedures, I will conduct immediate assessment to determine if the child is at imminent risk and take appropriate actions. This may involve calling emergency services or working with other team members to arrange for temporary protection. This necessitates familiarizing myself with reporting policies and using official channels to pass information. To support my assessment and decision-making, it is essential to document my observations as accurately and as fully as possible . This is termed recording. I will record any decisions made solely or collectively, any referrals I make, any persons I contact and state rationale for my actions. This can help to justify safeguarding decisions and protect myself and my institution in case of legal actions. It is similarly essential to store these records safely as they may be wanted in the future (NVCO, 2018). Finally, I must ensure that children and families can access appropriate and advanced assessments and safeguarding services as needed. This may require me to refer the child and or the family appropriately. I may initiate early help or family support for lower level cases where the child is not at immediate risk. 
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