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RIGA CARGO STATION WAREHOUSE SHED #1.
MULTIPURPOSE CULTURAL VENUE BUILDING “HANZAS PERONS”. 

CONTEXT AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND.
Riga, the Capital city of Latvia (Figure 1), is known for its historical importance as one of the key port cities of the Medieval Hanseatic League, which dominated maritime trade, linking merchant guilds and market towns of North and Baltic seas. During this time, the right bank of the river Daugava North of Riga was used as pastures, however, by the end of 19th century it had become a wealthy rural area. With the growth of the city and the development of the railway infrastructure, there was a necessity for a modern port and a cargo station. Riga’s Cargo Railway station was built between 1900 – 1903, with several warehouses and sheds. Shed #1 was a part of it (Figure 2). It was designed with a primarily functional approach, strategically situated, acting as a link between the port, the railway network, and the rest of the city, with wide sliding doors and gates on both sides to facilitate the constant flow of trains and movement of goods. For over 200 years the building served this purpose and was in operation until 2009, when the last cargo load was moved (Figure 3 and 4). The architect of the building remains undocumented.
Today the area around the Sea Port of Riga and the former cargo station bears the name of the historical Hanseatic link and is called Hanza quarters and sitting on the edge of the historical city centre it has been included in UNESCO World Heritage List. It is now serving quite a different purpose as it has become an area of vibrant cultural life that draws in Riga’s citizens as the city’s guests. 
In 2016 an architect Reinis Liepins and “Sudraba Arhitektūra” began his work on a multipurposed cultural event venue in Hanza quarters (Figure 5). In 2019 the work was completed and “Hanzas Perons” (translates as Hansa Platform) - a modern venue, was built (Figure 6), applying contemporary architectural trends, and focusing on adaptability and openness. 

PLAN AND SECTION.
[bookmark: _Int_TsQzboOL]Both buildings utilize their plans effectively for their intended purposes and reflect their eras priorities. The cargo station's layout was driven by the necessity for smooth operational workflows. (Figure 7 and 8) Shed #1 building is a single-story structure with high ceilings and large sliding doors on both sides to move and accommodate large volumes of goods. The plan is simple and structural elements like wooden beams and steel trusses are prominent, reflecting the industrial aesthetic and the functional requirements of the time. In contrast, Hanzas Perons (Figure 9, 10 and 11) is designed, putting emphasis on flexibility. It is a single-story building with additional basement level. The floor plan shows a large central hall, flanked by ancillary spaces for offices, dressing rooms, kitchen, technical rooms etc. The plan is open and adaptable, allowing for diverse configurations.

MATERIALS.
While the cargo station's material choice was driven by necessity and cost-effectiveness, Hanzas Perons reflects a balance between form and function, aiming to create a visually appealing and adaptable space. Shed #1 is made of brick, wood, and steel (Figure 12,13 and 14) - common materials of early industrial architecture. Brick provides a sturdy, fire-resistant structure, while timber beams are used to create a large, unobstructed internal space. The aesthetic is utilitarian, with little embellishment, focusing on functionality and durability. Hanzas Perons incorporates contemporary materials such as glass, steel, and concrete (Figure 15, 16 and 17). The extensive use of glass creates a transparent façade, allowing for the light and connection between the interior and exterior. The steel framework offers both structural support and a modern aesthetic, while concrete provides durability and a sleek, minimalist look.

USE.
Both buildings were successfully designed for their original operational contexts and use. Shed #1 was designed for efficient operation, the flow of goods was streamlined, ensuring minimal disruption. Hanzas Perons operates as a dynamic cultural venue with distinct public and private zones. Public areas include the main event hall, galleries, and wardrobe, while private zones consist of backstage areas, offices, kitchen, and technical rooms. The layout supports fluid movement of large crowds and effectively can be transformed to accommodate banquets, concerts, conferences, and exhibitions, both large-scale events and intimate gatherings.

HIDDEN TREASURE.
Shed #1 is one of the few remaining pieces of evidence of infrastructure of the former Riga Cargo station. After more than 200 years it has remained almost intact, with beautiful yellow bricks and impressive wooden beams. In 2016 an architect Reinis Liepiņš began his work on its renovation as a part of the design of the new multipurpose cultural venue. In 2019 the new venue was completed. It was named “Hanzas Perons”, as a reminder of Riga's membership of the Hanseatic League. And in its very heart the building holds Shed #1 – an encapsulated and preserved piece of city's history, which now serves as a central concert hall and the exhibition space – a platform for culture. (Figure 18 – 25)

CONCLUSION.
Through the comparison of Hanzas Perons and the original Riga Cargo station warehouse Shed#1, several key insights emerge. The evolution from a utilitarian, industrial structure to a modern, flexible cultural venue highlights the changing priorities in architectural design. The cargo station's design was purely functional, reflecting the industrial needs of the early 20th century. In contrast, Hanzas Perons embodies modern architectural trends that prioritize adaptability, aesthetic appeal, and user experience.
The study underscores the importance of context in architectural design—how buildings respond to their environment and societal needs. This comparison has deepened the understanding of how architectural design can evolve to meet changing functional requirements while also preserving historical elements.
This study has indeed fostered a deeper appreciation for architectural adaptability and the intricate balance between form, function, and context in building design.
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