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[bookmark: _Toc509940799]Abstract
There is a growing concern in the media and with the UK Governments’ actions that CSA and online grooming is a modernistic dilemma.  The aim of this study is to investigate child sexual abuse and groomers online and how UK child protection agencies respond to the problem.  The method used for this research was CASP to analyse data and the methodology chosen was systematic review.  This identified one hundred and twenty-six journals initially however once CASP was applied eight were left for analysis.  As there were gaps in the literature and the UK Government had recently implemented new strategies it was felt necessary to include two government reports.  The thematic analysis of the literature allowed for three themes to be developed on global prevalence, groomers online and UK Government and child protection agencies.  The common theme that was identified throughout was that girls are more probable to be abused and that the abuse to both girls’ and boys’ prevalence throughout all the studies examined was found in all countries researched.  With the accessibility of the internet for young people (90% in 2017) and using some sort of social media site (71%), the research recognised that the problem of online grooming is growing and needs to be studied further.  In 2012, the main consensus researched stated that the government were managing child sexual abuse in a reflective manner, this has subsequently been changed though as the Government have taken a more proactive approach and have in 2017 committed to spending forty million pound on child sexual abuse inclusive of twenty million pounds to tackle online sexual exploitation.   The overwhelming response on the UK Governments response to CSA and online grooming is that this is an under-researched topic and needs more investigation. 
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[bookmark: _Toc509940800]CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Toc509940801]Introduction 
This dissertation will investigate, compare and critically analyse Child Sexual Abuse (CSA), groomers online and how the United Kingdom (UK) Government and child protection agencies respond to prevent children suffering from sexual abuse.  To answer the question the work was structured by setting aims and objectives to establish themes to investigate.  The three themes that were identified were global prevalence, online groomers and UK Government and agencies’ strategies.  This research paper will examine what the prevalence of CSA is globally and compare this to the UK to see if there are any comparisons or contrasts that can be deduced.  The research will focus in on online groomers and investigate if there are any characteristics, strategies, patterns or trends that have been established through analysing current research.  By establishing the themes this allowed for the best suited method and methodology to be chosen to tackle the subject matter.
This dissertation will finally investigate what actions the UK Government and child protection agencies have done to combat the threat of CSA through online grooming.  This paper will finish with a conclusion of what has been established and will make recommendations for further work to be conducted.
There is currently an inordinate amount of media speculation around child sexual abuse and groomers online (Johnson, 2004).  The number of children who experience sexual abuse is increasing by not only an increase of accessibility to the internet but also the different connecting formats and devices (Black, et al., 2015).  

[bookmark: _Toc509940802]Background  
Child sexual abuse is a concern worldwide, this is due to it being constant, insidious and a serious problem to society (Johnson, 2004).  A child recovers from physical abuse in the short-term but sexual abuse can leave the child with a persistent psychological or medical problem, however Child sexual abuse infrequently results in death (Corby, et al., 2012).  This kind of abuse can be associated with pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases or suicide (Maniglio, 2009).   It is very difficult to measure the exact figure of how many children have been sexually abused in the world (Baginsky, et al., 2001).  This is due to different reasons such as the victim has not reported it, sometimes the child is too young and does not have the skill to communicate or report it, or the child does not recognize the abuse as improper (Johnson, 2004).   Children also tend to not say what has happened, tending to keep it a secret or are told to keep it secret (Rush, 1980).  Finally, in developing countries where the economy is low and there are limited resources, frequently, the infrastructure is not there to allow the collection of data about all the suspected child abuse cases (Johnson, 2004).
In the UK in a decade between 2005-2015 sexual offences against children has risen from 15.5 (per 10,000 children aged under 16) to 34.05 (per 10,000 children aged under 16).  In 2015 to 2016 sexual offences had the most number of offences than in the past decade (Bentley, et al., 2017).  This measure was reported and recorded by the police across the UK. The figures cover ranges of sexual offences such as rape, sexual activity with a minor, sexual assaults and child grooming (Bentley, et al., 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc509940803]Online
The internet is a modern system that has a wide ranging technical and a positive impact on society (BBC, 2014).  The online environment allows people access to a wider community and information across the world in both distance and time, providing a good source to learn, however it’s also a double-edged sword with negative and positive consequences (Valkenburg & Soeters, 2001).   Children are particularly vulnerable when using the internet as sexual predators are looking for different opportunities to connect with them.  Some of these connections are; online, social media, text, which can lead to face to face encounters   (Livingstone, et al., 2010).  Online is one of the easiest ways for sexual offenders to connect with children because children are being unprotected from sexual messages sent by adults (Kierkegaard, 2007).
In the UK, 67% of children at the age 9 to 16 have access to the internet and have a profile on a social networking site.  From this figure 28% of children at the age 11 to 16 have had an upsetting experience on a social networking site (Livingstone, et al., 2010).  
The figures of child sexual abuse online are increasing, that is the reason the Government setup WePROTECT.  This is a Global Alliance to eliminate and prevent the online child sexual abuse and sexual exploitation.  The aim is to identify the victims and safeguard them whilst identifying sexual offenders and acting to catch and stop the predators.  The purpose is to create a world free of online child sexual abuse and sexual exploitation (MP & OBE, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Toc509940804]Justification
This topic was chosen because it is an interesting subject to research.  It also was selected because the research focusses on something that is relevant to future career prospects. This topic has been identified as a problem to society as the figures show that online child abuse has increased and is linked to expected pregnancy, sexual diseases or suicide due to the ease of access it gives online groomers to their targets.  It has been proven to damage children physically and psychologically for the later life.
The researcher understands that this dissertation can be useful to readers which have an interest in this subject, people with children or anyone who believes that this subject needs to be investigated further.  
The purpose of this research is to provide a wider investigation about child sexual abuse and groomers online and how it affects children in the UK.   It will investigate the strengths and weaknesses of how the UK Government and child protection agencies respond with the purpose of achieving the necessary research to benefit society. Finally, this research will suggest some recommendations which could help to minimalize online child abuse in the future.  
[bookmark: _Toc509940805]Aim
The aim of this study is to investigate child sexual abuse and groomers online and how UK child protection agencies respond.   It will make recommendations for possible solutions that child protection agencies could adopt.

[bookmark: _Toc509940806]Objectives
The objective of this dissertation will be: -
· To describe what is child sexual abuse and how groomers connect with children.  
· Define the child protection policies that exist and how they are utilized to protect children in the UK.  
· Use all available resources to critically analyse current research on child protection best practices.  
· Answer the question using collated data to propose improvement protection measures against groomers. 


[bookmark: _Toc509940807][bookmark: _Hlk497130963]CHAPTER TWO: METHODS AND METHODOLOGY

[bookmark: _Toc509940808]Introduction 
The previous chapter defined and described the background of child sexual abuse and groomers online.  The first chapter justified the reasons of why the topic was chosen and defined the boundaries and limitations of this study.  Chapter one stated the aim and objectives for the research to be able to answer the formulated question.   
Chapter Two will discuss the methods and methodology used in this dissertation as well as the search strategies to establish a collection of accurate information and to validate the data that was collected.   This chapter will include evidence of the creation of themes that have been used for this study. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940809]Systematic Review
The purpose of a systematic review is to find as wide a scope of research as is possible which is related to a specific research question (Bennett, 2010).  Systematic reviews will give the researcher the essential knowledge to be able to answer the question and allow for some recommendations to be made (Uman, 2011).  Often it will include meta-analysis which uses statistical data to thoroughly assess previous research (Haidich, 2017).  A literature review is a type of systematic review which collects data to enable critical analysis, using methods to achieve the necessary knowledge to be able to answer the formulated question (Uman, 2011).  
The rationale for choosing the research method was to attempt to mitigate gaps in the current literature.  Previous studies have been conducted regarding child sexual abuse and groomers online but due to the evolution of new technology and social behaviour, research is needed to have an improved understanding and develop enhanced preventions (Belton & Hollis, 2016).  This methodology will follow a protocol before the work is undertaken, it is explicit and attempts to give a framework so that exhaustive searches on relevant research can be conducted (Newman & Benz, 1998).  It is felt that this dissertation will therefore be produced to a higher standard using this method.  
The advantages of using a systematic review is that it will aid the researcher in gaining an overview on child sexual abuse and groomers online; and how child UK protection could respond (Mallett, et al., 2012).  It will allow for the identification of gaps and limitations within the dissertation by providing a solid framework to follow and help to reduce researcher bias (Hillegass, 2010).
The disadvantage of using a systematic review is that it can lengthen the review and be time consuming (Mulrow & Cook, 1998).  The researcher needs to be an expert on the chosen subject, it involves a formal research protocol and will only answer or be relevant to the one question (Hillegass, 2010).
After deciding on the strategy of the literature review the next step was to look at the process of how the knowledge would be collated through a process or method.
[bookmark: _Toc509940810]Methodology 
Methodology is the process of how the researcher gains the knowledge (Grix, 2002).   It is linked to epistemology, which is a theory of knowledge that refers to the question about how and what the researcher knows.  Epistemology states how the researcher can or cannot know what is true.  It can be considered as a stance on what should be permissible as acceptable knowledge (Tennis, 2008).  Methodology also is linked with ontology, this is the theory that refers to the question about what is meant by existence, what is in the field of what is known (Grix, 2002).  
The researcher chose to follow the Critical Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP) methodology.  This will help the researcher to critically analyse the research and enable relevant information to be carefully selected.  CASP will question the findings in more detail to benefit the researcher to measure the strengths and limitations of the values or merits of what the researcher investigates (UKEssays.com, 2015).  The researcher will able to justify their own conclusions (Woolliams, et al., 2011). 
CASP is very beneficial to the researcher to conduct the critical analysis, it will help to validate reliable sources, it will facilitate the researcher to make sense of the results and the context showing the meaning of the results for decision-making.  It will increase the value of the research reducing waste (CASP, 2017).   The negative part of using CASP is this methodology can be biased against unpublished studies.  It can be constricted by the selection reviewed by the researcher, by the time available and by the limited languages researched (UKEssays.com, 2015).
After the initial investigating and researching it is felt that this is the best way to approach answering the question of the dissertation. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940811]Methods and Justification
To address the aim and objectives of this study, secondary research was identified and analysed from several sources and underpinned by following a proven method.  Methods are the process and strategies for collecting, analysing and interpreting data sources (Neale, 2009).  The methods used in the dissertation were following the CASP questionnaire (Newton, et al., 2011).   As CASP dictates, the first two questions are used to validate the information to assess if the research paper is worth fully analysing.  The first step was to use the initial two questions as screening questions.  The researcher took approximately 126 journals and applied to the two questions.   Question one was: Did the review address a clearly focused question?  Question two was: Did the authors look for the right type of papers?  There were three-possible answers: Yes, can’t tell or no.  The research papers were analysed and if the answer was yes in both questions, the researcher would place the research paper in a section (section 1) to do further investigation, if it was yes and can’t tell it was put into a separated section (section 2), if it was yes and no the researcher created a third section (section 3) and finally the researcher created a section with no and no (section 4).  Once the sections were created the researcher took section 4 and ruled that they were not fit to use as were not relevant to this dissertation.  The other journals were investigated further to make sure the researcher could assess if relevant to the study or not.  A decision was made on section 2 and section 3 to assess if a yes or no answer could be made.  If yes, then the researched paper would move into section 1 and if a no the research paper was placed into section 4.  After this process the researcher had 12 journals that met the criteria.  The researcher could then continue to answer questions three four and five.  The researcher then could decide if it was worth continuing with the journal/research paper.  4 journals did not meet the criteria of the research question as the information was assessed to be either insufficient or not relevant to the research.  The remaining 8 journals were used in the dissertation.  The remaining CASP questions were then applied to the study.    Not only journals were used.  CASP was also applied to all relevant research investigated (see Appendix One).  
[bookmark: _Toc509940812]Search strategies 
The Methods used in the dissertation will be; thematic analysis of the literature which includes a mixed method approach combining quantitative and qualitative data.  It will utilize secondary research such us; University sources, Journals, books, surveys, reports, internet sources such as; Google scholar, Government websites, ProQuest, Cochrane Library, Elsevier, NHS, the library, and ICT (Neale, 2009).
This method links to the dissertation question as it allows for the research to take into consideration many different sources and enables the creation of multiple arguments.  It allows for the strengths of one type of method to overcome the weaknesses of another method and gives the researcher a more complete knowledge to gain a better understanding (Neale, 2009).
In part, the research was conducted by searching copious mediums for information using a combination of keywords and succinct phrases (See Appendix two).  This was applied to researching in the library and online.   As this is a novel and developing subject the inclusion of information that was not specific to child sexual abuse online groomers in the United Kingdom was approached with caution and only used when either specifically relevant, set a precedence or for scrutiny/comparison purposes.    This dissertation’s inclusion criteria investigated the type of studies (primarily journals or recent reports), the population of interest (firstly global research and then UK focussed research), the data type (secondary) and publication language (English).  The exclusion of journals and reports that were not available due to cost or time constraints to get access were applied to this study.  The research was also guided by frequent meetings with peers for guidance and from executing a plan of study (See Appendix two).  Most of the research was found in SAGE journals.
[bookmark: _Toc509940813]Ethical Consideration
The ethics that need to be considered whilst conducting the dissertation are that the subject matter could be sensitive especially as it involves looking at information around vulnerable persons (namely children).  The way information is collected and (as secondary information is used) it could have affected the information already gathered due to the age of the subjects.  It could also be affected by the researcher having a biased view on the subject matter and not being able to research effectively (Gardner, 2011).  Access to some data can be hard for the primary researcher to obtain due to the sensitive nature of the subject matter or the legal implications (data protection and legislation on human rights) and bureaucracy surrounding data transfer.  Therefore, the literature reviewed must be obtained from an ethically sound position and subjects anonymity must be kept.  Finally, as all work reviewed is published work, the work will have obtained the necessary ethical approval.

[bookmark: _Toc509940814]Creation of the themes 
The researcher read critically around the subject to get ideas to investigate the question.  The researcher took notes and highlighted key words, similarities and differences of the subject (see appendix three).  This was achieved by reading the abstract, methods, results and the conclusion of the selected studies.   The researcher identified three key areas that were felt needed to be investigated to answer the question and to create a plan (Thomas & Allen, 2006).  The three themes that were chosen to answer the question were; Child sexual abuse a global prevalence between gender; Groomers online characteristics, behaviours, strategies and UK Government and agencies’ strategies to protect children from child sexual abuse and online groomers.    
The first theme gives an overview of the subject from a global perspective.  It was felt that this would give an overview of the issues from a global perspective and highlight any similarities or differences from the journals around the subject area.
The second theme looked at groomers online.  It investigated their behaviours, characteristics and strategies.  This would give an understanding of how groomers behaved and to identify patterns/trends and gaps in the prevailing research.
 The final theme will look at how the Government and agencies in the UK are trying to protect children from child sexual abuse and online groomers.  
After having a view from a global perspective and understanding how the groomers behaved online it was felt that there would be a sound understanding for what the Government should be doing to protect children.  This investigation can then be used to critically analyse the Governments’ and agencies strategy. 



[bookmark: _Toc509940815]CHAPTER THREE: THEMATIC ANALYSIS OF LITERATURE

Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk508187197]The previous chapter discussed the methods and methodology for undertaking a literature review.
This chapter is a thematic analysis which will discuss the themes identified relating to the question of Child Sexual abuse and Groomers online and how UK child protection agencies should respond.  The question will give an overview of any issues and similarities of the themes.  This chapter will attempt to make comparisons between themes by analysing the information using a thematic analysis and CASP, generate a conclusion and then formulate an answer to the question above. 
Thematic analysis is a tool which allows researchers to record key themes and ideas from the literature with the view of connecting the key themes and ideas together (Alhojailan, 2012).   The process of thematic analysis is that the existent data must be classified, divided and reconnected before a final interpretation is ascertained (Grbich, 2007).  Working with qualitative data is frequently reliant on interpretation, this means that the data can have numerous explanations.  This is due to copious evidence being collated (Matthews & Ross, 2010).   
[bookmark: _Toc509940816]Theme One:  Child Sexual Abuse A Global Prevalence Between Gender
David Finkelhor’s study of international epidemiology of child sexual abuse (1994) investigated surveys of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in more than 19 countries including United Kingdom, Canada and United Stated.  The surveys were largely from a nonclinical demographic area.  
This study investigated the CSA of other countries and compared the results to North America where the problem of CSA has been highlighted and has received more attention than other countries in the world (Finkelhor, 1994).  The research that was undertaken for this study was a meta-analysis of 31,378 samples, these figures were either a representation of a national study, or where a national study does not exist, the survey used the largest scoped survey from the country.  This study found a comparable rate to the North American studies, which stated that CSA occurred in women ranged from 7% to 36% and for men ranged from 3% to 29%.   Most of these studies within the meta-analysis found that women have the highest rate of sexual abuse compared to men at a ratio of 112 to 3.  
The figures for the United Kingdom (UK) showed that in 1994 12% of Women were abused and 8% of Men.  This figure was lower than the average for women Identified within the meta-analysis which were 20.3% women and 10.88% men.  The research for the UK showed that intrafamily abuse was 14% for Women, which was the lowest recorded figure, and 13% for Men, which was the sixth lowest figure.  Intrafamily means that it would be a person from within the family, this does not necessarily mean a blood relative but someone seen as part of the family, such as a very close friend or godparent (The National Child Traumatic Stress Network, 2016).
Finkelhor (1994) discovered studies where face to face interviews were undertaken the results showed a higher rate of prevalence of CSA.  Although sexual abuse is an international problem it is difficult to compare different countries due to the methodological and definitional differences in language and the way empirical data was collected (Finkelhor, 1994).  The findings of the research were that it is as common in North America as it is in other countries and that CSA is an international problem.  This research stated that CSA is an area where there is a need for more universal research to be conducted.
[bookmark: _Hlk506469685]Pereda, et al (2009) investigated the international epidemiology of child sexual abuse: A continuation of Finkelhor (1994).  Pereda, et al study compared the rate of prevalence of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) between Finkelhor’s study (Finkelhor, 1994) and the data collated by Pereda et al from recent publications (See Appendix four).  The research was conducted by searching databases from Medline, Psycinfo, and Science Citation Index and Social Sciences Citation Indexes of the Web of Science.  Studies were included if they conformed to four rules.  These were; measured the prevalence of child sexual abuse, used a non-clinical sample, were written in English and gave enough information to identify sample size and prevalence (Pereda, et al., 2009).  The results identified 38 independent articles.  These articles were from 39 studies of prevalence of CSA in 21 countries and ranged for women from 0 to 53% being abused and for men it was 0 to 60% were abused.   
Finkelhor (1994) stated that the higher rate of prevalence was found in face to face interviews as stated by Peters et al research previously (Peters, et al., 1986), however Tang (2002), argued that having a self-questionnaire could cause less embarrassment than being interviewed and it could have a better response in some societies (Tang, 2002).  As Berliner and Oates research states, for some victims of sexual abuse, self-questionnaires could not be the best way to rate the prevalence due to the risk of false or negative answers.  These false and negative answers could affect the measurement of CSA prevalence (Berliner & Conte, 1995) (Oates, et al., 2000).   Brown’s research (2001) found that the amount of false negative frequency is higher when compared to the report of victims of sexual abuse (Brown, et al., 2001).   
[bookmark: _Hlk506466392]Fricker (2003) found that wide-ranging questions are linked with lower prevalence rates but there is a better response rate with questions that are more behaviourally explicit (Fricker, et al., 2003).   This research also identified that the context of the formulated questions and the amount of formulated question affects the confirmation rate with more specific questions receiving a better response.  This investigation demonstrated that the international epidemiology of the CSA study has similarities between the distribution of prevalence.   It also demonstrated a pattern of prevalence that remains less constant through the years, particularly in women.   It finally asks for more research to be conducted on the subject as this is a descriptive study and therefore limits the conclusions that can be made.  It is recommended that a systematic review be conducted to obtain a worldwide prevalence index of child sexual abuse, to establish influences and moderator variables.   
Stoltenborgh et al (2011) analysed a global perspective on Child Sexual Abuse (CSA): Meta-analysis of prevalence around the world.  Stoltenborgh et al identified that CSA has a harmful effect that could impact the psychological and wellbeing of males and females for a short or longer period.  Beitchman et al (1992) identified that CSA is a global, persistent problem that is affecting millions of people around world (Beitchman, et al., 1992).  Beitchman’s meta-analysis, was a study that was conducted to recognize the prevalence figures of CSA.  The research described in 217 publications since 1982 until 2008.  It includes 331 independent trials with a total of 9,911,748 participants. 
The methods used in this meta-analysis were to examine three different searches, to recognize suitable studies published since January 1980 up until January 2008.  
This Meta-analysis of CSA prevalence in self-report studies found that 127/1000 participants and informant studies 4/1000.  CSA Self-Reported showed that female participants were more common (80/1000) than males (76/1000).  In Asia, the lowest rate of CSA prevalence was found in girls and boys. The rates for Asia were girls (113/1000) and boys (41/1000).  The highest rate of CSA prevalence that was found was in Australia, for girls, and in Africa for boys.  These rates were for Australian girls (215/1000) and in Africa for boys.   (193/1000) (Stoltenborgh, et al., 2011).   
Stoltenborgh et al (2011) meta-analysis showed that girls have the highest rate of consistent sexual abuse.  Like Finkelhor, it presumes that this could be due to geographical influences, different cultures and different beliefs which could affect the assessed prevalence of CSA around diverse countries (Finkelhor, et al., 1997) (Stoltenborgh, et al., 2011).
The research above would indicate that the prevalence of women being abused should be the priority of any Government looking to prevent CSA.  However, Plummer and Cossins (2016) research on victims becoming offenders called; Investigate the cycle of abuse: When victims become offenders; state that there is a correlation between male victims becoming abusers when they reach adulthood (Plummer & Cossins, 2016).   This study was a systematic review, which focussed on investigating if the literature could provide evidence of a pattern or cycle of abuse, the abusive characteristics and if the characteristics are linked to future child sexual offenders (Plummer & Cossins, 2016). 
The method used was to identify 267 records from a database search.  This database was then analysed with the parameters of; gender, child sexual abuse, characteristics of child sexual abuse, child sex offending and the cycle of abuse.   After the data was systematically reviewed through four phases, 47 studies passed the validation criteria.  The findings pertinent to this investigation were that there was very little evidence to show that girls would grow up to be abusers (0.9%), which agreed to the findings of Ogloff, Cutajar Mann and Mullen (2012) (Plummer & Cossins, 2016) (Ogloff, et al., 2012).  
The research did find a relationship to boys becoming sexual abusers when they are older (5%).  This was even more apparent if the abused male was 12 years or older (9.2%) (Salter, et al., 2003).  The research concludes that this could have implications on the way that victims can be treated by recognising the specific type of abuse experienced and at what age (Plummer & Cossins, 2016).  
To conclude, Finkelhor’s (1994) study had a large variable result due to the scope and the limitations of the face to face interviews, however Finkelhor found that females have a higher rate of sexual abuse than males.  Pereda et al (2009) investigation showed the issues around the prevalence rates and identified that after years of studies, the data collection of victims of sexual abuse needs to be monitored and updated.  Furthermore Pereda, et al (2009) expressed the prevalence of child sexual abuse has been demarcated by the proportion of the population during childhood normally before 18 years of age.   Stoltenborgh et al (2011) expressed that child sexual abuse is a worldwide issue.  It has a significant level of impact and affects millions of people around the world through the years.  
Plummer and Cossins (2016) research stated that although women are more likely to be abused, boys have a greater chance of becoming abusers.
Although some studies are different and have controversy, the impact of child sexual abuse prevalence is still persistent.  
The common theme that was identified throughout the journals was that girls are more probable to be abused and that the abuse to both girls’ and boys’ prevalence throughout all the studies examined was found in all countries researched.  The significance of the overall research is that although more women are abused than males, as Malory Plummer and Annie Cossins (2016) state, males are much more likely to grow up to become abusers.  All the above journals stated there was a need for more research to be undertaken and a universal standard to be set for the capturing of data; such as age range, gender, influences and moderators. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940817]Theme Two:  Groomers online characteristics, behaviours and strategies. 
The internet is growing, and it is a useful tool which communicates with people around the world. The interaction of people online is constantly evolving.  It has become socially acceptable that younger people form friendly and intermate relationships whilst online (Julie J. Blais, 2008).  The internet is now being used as a viable way for abusers to exploit this form of communication to find victims online.
Whittle el al (2013) A review of online grooming: characteristics and concerns, study is a systematic review of 1539 reports and research papers in the UK and shows the variety of behaviours that groomers used to approach their victims online using tactics and characteristics to capture the attention of children.   It categorized the behaviour into six areas.  These are; Sexual Content, Risk Assessment, Deception, Manipulation, Accessibility, and Rapport Building.   This research investigates how internet usage has become common place, with more than 80% of 5-15 year-olds now having internet access in their homes (Ofcom, 2010).  This has now increased to 90% in 2017, which is up from 57% in 2006 (Office of National Statistics, 2017).  The research points out that in 2010, two in three children had a mobile device or games console that was connected to the internet and that 71% used some form of social media site (Ofcom, 2010).  The journal confirms that the disinhibition effect, which sets out the way people communicate and behave online is different from how it is done in real life, but the six factors of interaction (dissociative anonymity, invisibility, asynchronicity, solipsistic introjections, dissociative imagination and minimization of authority) are still relevant today (Suler, 2004) which is further backed up by the report Dr McGuire and Dowling conducted on behalf of the home office (McGuire & Dowling, 2013).  It concludes with highlighting the need for further research as online CSA is a growing concern and suggests that a better perspective may be obtained from researching the topic from a victim’s perspective (Whittle, et al., 2013).   
Black et al (2015) analysed, a linguistic analysis of grooming strategies of online child sex offenders: Implications for our understanding of predatory sexual behaviour in an increasingly computer-mediated world.   
This stage-based approach looked to examine 440 convicted online offenders’ transcripts to ascertain if a theory of an existence of a grooming process could be formulated.  The research randomly took 10% of the available transcripts which meant they looked at 44 transcripts.  The 44 convicted offenders were captured by talking to decoys that were set up to speak to online groomers.  The research looked at how the face-to-face grooming process is conducted and compared and contrasted this against the findings from online groomers.   There were three main limitations to the research.  The researchers were not privy to the entire conversation that the decoy had with the groomer and that as the decoys were not real children it could be argued that it is not a true representation of how the communication would have flowed.  Finally, As the offenders were male it stated that this was not to be extrapolated to female sex offenders.  It established that although there is a correlation between face-to-face and online grooming, the order and timings were different.  It concluded to say that a revised model to take into consideration the new patterns and strategies of the online environment of groomers was needed and that further investigation was needed, looking at a larger sample size (Black, et al., 2015)
Kloess et al (2017) analysed the offense processes of online Sexual Grooming and Abuse of Children Via Internet Communication Platforms, with the aim to provide a realistic and broad account of the processes of offences that naturally occur and sexual interactions online between victims and offenders.  This thematic analysis took into consideration five cases of sexual grooming under section 15 of The Sexual Offences Act 2003 or an offence that came under The Sexual Offences Act 2003 that involves sexual grooming. The five cases contained 29 transcripts in 22 interactions of chat logs between adults and children under the age of 16 years old to develop an offense process diagram to identify a pattern for online sexual grooming and abuse.  It used a qualitative approach to identify direct and indirect contact with victims and how connection was initiated by the groomers.  It found that the age of the groomers was between 27 and 52 and that they would communicate with between 1 and 12 children.  The age range of the victims was between 11-15 and were both female and male.  It found that two of the groomers engaged in an indirect approach which involved discussing non-sexual content, but three groomers used a direct approach which discussed sexual content and lacked the features normally associated to a current grooming model.  The main limitations to this research was that, due to the sensitive nature of the data, it was extremely difficult to get access to the information and that due to instant messaging and chat room systems not storing content it created gaps in the dialogue.  Kloess et al (2017) recommends that more research is carried out to look at the role of the victim and the offender to identify their interactions and the outcomes.  This will also help to identify if the offenders modus operandi was set at the start or was it something that developed through the interactions to establish if a pattern can be identified from the one-off abuser to the serial abuser (Kloess, et al., 2017).  This research finally states that although this abuse happens more frequently in the physical world it a growing concern as new technology emerges.  Erhan Delen et al agrees with studying the pattern of abusers and their victims in the research paper, Understanding Parents’ Perceptions of Communication Technology Use, but also states that you need to consider the parents/guardians role in the policing and protection of children which Kloess et al does not consider (Erhan Delen, 2015).
The three research papers highlight a need for a more thorough and conclusive research to be carried out on child grooming online.  The three papers identify that this is a novel problem facing children in the 21st century and that they all agree that this is problem is increasing not only in occurrence but also in complexity.   After investigating the information, it has its limitations, such as, incomplete, small sample size or arguably spurious.  However, does not detract from the fact that this is a modern issue and although some historic groomers’ behaviour can aid in developing a model to follow there is not a de facto model currently.  Finally, there are four key areas that need to be focussed on, the victim, the online groomer, the parent/guardian and the support network.

[bookmark: _Toc509940818]Theme Three:  UK Government and agencies’ strategies to protect children from child sexual abuse and online groomers   
In modern society, child sexual abuse, particularly paedophilia, is considered to be a wide-spread social issue, creating moral panic and has prime media coverage (Thomas, 2005) (Davidson, 2008).  These social issues prompted the UK Government and Government agencies (for instance; welfare, education, crime and justice); to have a greater focus on child sexual abuse.  The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) prevalence of child sexual abuse study (2011) states that 5% or 220,000 of 11-17 year-old children (1 in 20) have experienced contact abuse in the UK (Radford, et al., 2011).
The UK Government, in June 2007, published the Review of Children from Sexual Offenders.  The aim of this scheme was to deliver to parents, caregivers and guardians information that will benefit their children’s safety and welfare.  In September 2008, the scheme led to a 12-month pilot by four police forces being launched (Warwickshire, Cambridgeshire, Cleveland and Hampshire), called the Disclosure Scheme, to share information relating to child sexual offences.  The Disclosure Scheme focussed on disclosing, identifying and managing the risk of an offender of Child Sexual Offences (CSO) (UK Government, 2010).
The Disclosure Scheme’s premise was that members of the public could register their interest on a named individual.  If the individual has convictions for offences to children, the information would be disclosed (UK Government, 2010).  The scheme had an average of twelve enquiries per month per piloted area.  The enquiries went onto seven full applications and resulting in one disclosure per month.  This scheme was then independently evaluated by Leicester De Montfort University (Kemshall, et al., 2010).  The findings highlighted some initial negatives around the time taken to get a response once information was requested and being left to cope with difficult situations.  This was then addressed though by offering a better support network.  The Registered Sex Offenders (RSO’s) interviewed found that initially this made the offenders anxious and nervous, however, as the pilot progressed the RSO’s viewed the pilot scheme as an extension of existing controls.  It stated that the pilot scheme had no effect on the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) and was seen as a ‘parallel’ process.  In the main though this was viewed as a success and in 2011 was rolled out to cover all of England and Wales (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2015).  
Although the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Command (CEOP Command) began in 2006 and social media was beginning to be used, this report was before the mainstream started to use the internet as a viable means of social communication which was around 2007 (Castells, 2014).  This is reflected in the fact that it does not mention online grooming or any online contact whatsoever (UK Government, 2010).
In 2012, Kieran McCartan examined the professional’s understanding of the United Kingdom’s (UK) Government strategies for the management of child sexual abusers.  This research is based on empirical qualitative study with different professionals such as practitioners, academics and members of the media who are involved with work into or around the field of child sexual abuse.  This study was conducted by using 28 semi-structured interviews which were then analysed (by qualitative or thematic content analysis) to establish if the Governments approach to sexual abusers was the most efficient and effective process.  By using a semi-structured interview technique, it allowed for contributors to be able to give more detailed, insightful and bespoke responses to the questions (Bryman, 2004).  The semi-structured interviews lasted for circa one hour and were conducted in accordance with the ethical research guidelines set out by the British Society of Criminology (BSC) (2008) (British Society of Criminology, 2006) and the British Psychology Society (BPS) (2000) (British Psychology Society, 2000).  When the interviews finished the interviewee could check, amend and/or agree to the transcripts.  The transcripts were then compared to identify any self-established themes, which were then checked by independent researchers.  This allowed for two distinctive and interconnecting themes to develop.  The first of the two themes of this research found that professionals believed that the Government managed child sexual abusers in terms of risk management and protecting the public as opposed to prevention and/or rehabilitation.  The second theme found that how child sexual abusers are managed in the community are currently the best that the interviewees have ever seen (84% n=23), but still needs to be improved.  This is further recognised by DeMarco et al in their report, Behaviour and Characteristics of Perpetrators of Online-facilitated Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation, in which they state that although the government are dealing with CSA suitably there is still a need for improvement (Jeffrey DeMarco, 2018).
The two themes discussed by McCartan (2012) highlighted a consensus though that public disclosure of sex offenders’ information in the community would not aid in the management and the child sexual abusers’ rehabilitation, with only a minority arguing against this as having some possible positive outcomes (16% n=4).  
The research paper concluded that the Government needs to gain a better understanding of child sexual abuse through having informed debates and not with popular punitiveness and responsive legislation and politics.  This is in correlation with Jewkes and Wykes (2012) research called Reconstructing the sexual abuse of children: ‘cyber-paeds’, panic and power; which states that the reason the Government, media and agencies focus on online abusers is to create legislations so that it allows for the control and monitoring of new technologies.   Jewkes and Wykes (2012) state that this can have implications on personal freedoms, privacies and human rights (Jewkes & Wykes, 2012).
By having informed debates, the Government should be able to develop a better, more coherent national sexual strategy for improving how to deal with child sexual offenders.
In 2015, the UK Government sanctioned a report on the current handling of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) in the United Kingdom.  The report was called “Reflections on child sexual exploitation” by Louise Casey CB (Casey, 2015) for the Department for Communities and Local Government.  Louise Casey, who was the statutory inspector for the Rotherham case of Sarah Payne in 2000, who was an eight-year-old child who was abducted and murdered at the hands of a paedophile (Griffin & Blacker, 2010), has been at the forefront of investigating the area of child sexual exploitation for the last 16 years.  The initial report highlighted that the failings of the Local Authority in Rotherham were not an isolated occurrence and some of the issues the Local Authority faced were the same all over the UK.   In 2015, after conducting this investigation, four points in relation to grooming and CSE were made.  The four points are; CSE is child abuse and is a crime, victims are children however they present themselves, CSE is a community safety issue and finally local Government and police should be able to work without fear of being held accountable for what they find.  The report suggests that securing a prosecution and conviction must be the priority and that identifying grooming, low level harassment or other behaviour inherent in CSE have civil remedies available to police and local authorities.  The report makes suggestions of A Child Abduction Warning Notice in an amendment to Section 2; Child Abduction Act 1984; Section 49 Children’s Act 1989 be introduced.  A replacement to the Risk of Sexual Harm Orders be introduced to cover a convicted or cautioned person in relation to a sexual offence to protect public in the UK and abroad.  A change to the Anti-Social Behaviour and Crime Policing Act 2014 to Sexual Harm Prevention Order (SHPO).  The report finally states that a closure of premises and hotels if it deemed to be used for activities involving sexual offences.
In February 2017, the Government issued a report called ‘Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation – Progress Report’ (Jay & Casey, 2017).  This built upon the above report (CSE in the United Kingdom (2015)) and mapped out the progress that had been achieved.  It states that 90% of the commitments had been achieved and believes that a significant change has been made to CSE not only in the UK but is spearheading change across the globe (63 countries and global organisations) (Jay & Casey, 2017).  The approach was split into three objectives: 1. Tackling Offending, 2. Reducing Vulnerability, 3. Supporting Victims and Survivors.  In total the Government is to deliver a forty-million-pound package to tackle child sexual abuse and child trafficking (GOV.UK, 2017).  The report states that the Government is to launch a new Centre of Expertise on CSA with an extra twenty million pounds for the National Crime Agency (NCA) to tackle online child sexual exploitation by doubling its investigative capabilities.  The Government rolled out a new Child Abuse Image Database (CAID) to all UK police forces which has directly allowed to identify and protect more victims quicker than before.  The Government launched a joint operation between NCA and Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) to tackle technically advanced serious and organised criminals and child sexual offenders online.  The Government along with UNICEF have created a ten-million-pound programme in 17 countries to tackle online child sexual exploitation (Jay & Casey, 2017).
Theme three highlighted that the Government has in the last 10 years started to address the issue of online groomers.  In 2012, the main consensus of professionals was that the government were managing the CSA in a reflective manner as opposed to being proactive but were the best that they have seen.  After the report in 2015, the Government has adopted a more proactive approach by tackling offending, reducing vulnerability, and supporting victims and survivors.   The Government has also committed to spending twenty million pound on tackling online sexual exploitation  (GOV.UK, 2017).
To conclude the chapter, CSA prevalence still exists and is a global problem which is affecting millions of children around the world each year.  The studies revealed that girls are more likely to become abused than boys; however, boys are more likely to become abusers.   By comparing different types of abusers, the way groomers behave online is different from face to face encounters, there are correlations and patterns that can be identified and that lessons can be learnt from past studies on paedophilia such as the six factors of interaction (Suler, 2004).  It is an area that is vastly under researched and all journals point towards the lack of investigation in the area.  The government has started to be more proactive but as this has not been investigated, due to its modernity, this will need to be studied in more depth once there is adequate data available.  


[bookmark: _Toc509940819]CHAPTER FOUR: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The previous chapter reviewed three themes that are related to child sexual abuse prevalence, characteristics, strategies of groomers online and the strategies of UK Government and agencies to protect children from sexual abuse.   
This following chapter will discuss the gaps in the literature, the methodological weaknesses and the limitation of this study.  In order to achieve the aim that was set up in chapter one, an overall conclusion will be set up to be able to answer the overall formulated question.  Finally, this dissertation will state some recommendations that could help researchers in futures investigations. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940820]Finding and Gaps in the literature
This dissertation set out to examine the question of CSA and groomers online and how the UK Government and child protection agencies are responding to protect and prevent children from sexual abuse.  The research wanted to establish if the UK Government and child protection agencies were responding to protect and prevent children from sexual abuse.  
As this research demonstrates, there are uncounted studies done around the world on child sexual abuse, but as online grooming is a modern, evolving communication tool there has been limited research on the subject.  The research investigation focussed on trying to recognise patterns and trends of sexual online groomers and on the response of the government and child protection agencies.  The lack of an uniformed approach to investigating the subject by the existing research though has led to there being no standardized documentation for easy comparables to be made on a global, national or local level.  It is recommended therefore that a standardized approach by future researchers be investigated for ease of comparables globally.  Finally, there is a need for independent research to measure how successful the government and child protection agencies have been with their new and old initiatives in the future when sufficient data has been collated.
[bookmark: _Toc509940821]Methodological weaknesses Identified
This dissertation used the Critically Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP) method to collect and critically analyse the data.  The dissertation found that CASP questions are straight forward such as “Yes”, “can’t tell” and “No”.   There are many advantages to using this appraisal, but it can make it difficult for the researcher to analyse deeply some collected data and is seen as being highly subjective (Irving, et al., 2013).  CASP could be viewed as being prejudicial towards some types of studies, for example randomised control trials, whilst being against other types of studies, for example observational.
The first two themes were collecting data from worldwide studies.  This contradicted Question eight of CASP; which was “can the results be applied to the local population?”.  The answer was "No” in six analysed journals because although it has an indirect bearing on the local population it could be argued that as there are other mitigating factors that would prevent this being used to reflect the UK for instance different beliefs and cultures.  
[bookmark: _Toc509940822]Limitation of the study
To be as inclusive as possible, the range of perspectives inherent in child sexual abuse, sexual groomers online and how are the UK Government and child protection agencies responding to protect and prevent children from sexual abuse a wide variety of data was collected (Aveyard, 2007).  
According to the dissertation guidelines within the academic criteria, the word count was set to 3,500 words (or 35%) for the thematic analysis of literature chapter.  This limited the study and created a more concise and refined study.  The range of research was limited to a review of secondary sources data (Goodwin, 2012).  This meant that possible questions that could be established from doing primary research could not be done.   
To develop this dissertation the time was short, considering the effort needed to read, collect, analyse and write up the information.  Some literature was not able to be obtained due to the sensitive nature of the subject, the legalities surrounding it and the cost of some journals.
As online grooming is very current and has limited research on the subject, it was very difficult to find journals that looked at what the UK Government are doing to tackle CSA.  Therefore, reports were needed to be used.
Only English language was considered in this dissertation. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940823]Overall Conclusion
This dissertation looked at how the UK government and child protection agencies respond to child sexual abusers and groomers online.  
Initially the dissertation investigated a global prevalence of child sexual abuse between genders.  This highlighted the fact that although in the world it is consistently an issue, the UK had lower figures when compared to the meta-analysis.  The research would suggest that sexual abuse to both girls and boys exhibited prevalence throughout all the studies examined and was found in all countries studied.  This research established that girls were more at risk than boys, however boys were more probable to become abusers in their adulthood.  As the research demonstrated to obtain data there are both benefits and disadvantages to conducting face to face interviews, self-questionnaires, explicit and implicit ranging questions.  What is required though is conformity and agreement on the type and style of questions asked.  This would allow for an uncomplicated and conclusive analysis to be conducted on a local, national and international level.  How possible this would be though needs further investigation as geographical influences, different cultures, age of consent and different beliefs would need to be measured to consider a study on an international level (AgeOfConsent.net, 2018).  
The internet is a modern communicational system that has many benefits.  It is used, in the main, as a tool for educating, fact finding and connecting, however like any tool it can also be used for harm.  With the innumerable means of online communication there also comes the threat of the grooming opportunist utilizing it for connecting to vulnerable people.  The literature examined stated that this is an issue and that the subject needs to be investigated and addressed as such a high proportion of children (1 in 4 having) an upsetting experience on a social networking site (Livingstone, et al., 2010).  The information researched point to four fundamental groups that need to be addressed; The groomer, the victim, the parent/guardian and the support network.  The support network can be further fractioned down to police, social workers, child protection agencies, local and national Government.  
The UK’s Government’s attempts to deal with online grooming is heralded as better than most countries but still needs to be improved.  This is evident by other countries joining the UK’s programs and following the legal example set by the UK.  However, the UK Government has learnt from experience and are investing in and developing new strategies to not only manage risk and protecting the public but are now looking at education, prevention and rehabilitation.  
The questions surrounding the motivation of why the government is acting upon online grooming may be spurious and littered with controlling measures; such as the monitoring and controlling of new technology; if the output is that vulnerable children are safer from online grooming then is it worth the cost?
It is felt that the research in this field is still in its embryonic stage and all the reports and research papers investigated stated that more research is needed to be done on this subject as motivations, patterns and trends are yet to be established or tested.  
This research is important due to highlighting the fact that there is very little research around what the UK Government and agencies are doing regarding CSA and groomers online.  This dissertation draws attention to the fact that there is a gap in the knowledge of current studies and that there is a need to independently monitor what the UK Government and agencies actions and impact.  Finally, it highlights that although there are some patterns and trends being established to recognise online groomers it still needs further investigation.  The UK Government and agencies have launched new measures to protect children from CSA however only further research will deduce if this has been a success or not. 
[bookmark: _Toc509940824]Recommendations
Within this study it explored Child Sexual abuse and groomers online, how are the UK Government and child protection agencies responding to protect and prevent children from sexual abuse.  The results obtained from this research only partially answer the question and therefore there are some recommendations that are felt could help further research on the subject.
As regards to CSA;
· The research demonstrated that there is a large amount of studies about child sexual abuse prevalence and is a persistent issue around the world.  This dissertation recommends that the UK Government invest more money in education.  This is to educate not only children in schools but also educate parents to prevent child sexual abuse from occurring or to support the children after being abused.  
· Due to the future traumatic consequences that have been established and the probability that the abused may become abusers the UK Government and agencies should focus their efforts on educating and monitoring to prevent CSA.  
As regards to Online Groomers;
· Online groomers can be split into different groups from the one-time opportunist to the serial paedophile.  As online groomers have different tactics, there needs to be more research to identify their motivations, patterns and trends of not only online groomers, but the role of the victims and parents/guardians play in their interactions.  
· There also needs to be further study conducted on girls being groomed online as this area does not have much research currently.  
As regards to UK Government and agencies;
· Due to this twenty-first century evolving issue, the government and agencies’ strategy of dealing with online groomers and their victims needs to be monitored and reformed.  This can be achieved by the UK Government, academics, professionals, and agencies having informed debates and enacting upon the collated evidence to enhance and refine their strategies for dealing with online groomers and their victims.    
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	Number of Journals 
	Journal Article
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	Q5
	Q6
	Q7
	Q8
	Q9
	Q10

	[bookmark: _Hlk509591562]1
	The international Epidemiology of child Sexual abuse
	YES
	 YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO 
	YES
	YES

	2
	Psychophysiological Reactivity in child sexual abuse
	NO
	YES
	NO 
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	I CAN’T TELL

	3
	Emotional language used by victims of alleged sexual abuse during forensic investigation
	NO
	YES
	NO
	I CAN’T TELL
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	4
	The international epidemiology of child sexual abuse: A continuation of Finkelhor (1994)
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES

	5
	A Global perspective on Child Sexual Abuse: Meta-Analysis of Prevalence Around the World
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES

	6
	The levels of cortisol, oxidative stress and DNA damage in the victims of childhood sexual abuse: A preliminary
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	 NO
	NO
	NO

	7
	I knew it all along: The sexual grooming behaviours of child molesters and the hindsight bias. 
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	8
	A review of online grooming: Characteristics and concerns
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES

	9
	A linguistic analysis of grooming strategies of online child sex offenders: Implications for our understanding of predatory sexual behaviour in an increasingly computer-mediated world
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES

	10
	Offense processes of online sexual grooming and abuse of children via internet communication platforms
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES

	11
	Professionals’ understanding of Government strategies for the management of child sexual abusers
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	12
	Understandings, implications and alternative approaches to the use of the sex offenders register in the UK
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	13
	Review of Children from Sexual Offenders
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	14
	Psychological symptoms of sexually victimized children and adolescents Compared with other maltreatment subtypes
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	15
	Report of Child Exploitation
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
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My research question / aim / objective:

	 Child Sexual abuse and Groomers online, how should child UK protection agencies respond?
Aim
The aim of this study is to investigate child sexual abuse and groomers online, in the UK; how should child protection agencies respond? to recommend possible solutions for child protection agencies to follow.
Objectives
The objective of this dissertation will be: -
· To describe what is child sexual abuse and how groomers connect with children.  
· Define the child protection policies that exist and how they are utilized to protect children in the UK.  
· Use all available resources to critically analyse current research on child protection best practices.  
· Answer the question using collated data to propose improvement protection measures against groomers. 

	Places to search for information:
	University sources, Journals, books, surveys, reports, internet sources such as; Google scholar, Government websites, ProQuest, Cochrane Library, Elsevier, NHS, the library, SAGE journals and ICT

	

	
Date 
	
Database Name
	
Search Terms 
	
No of Results
	
Comments 

	11/11/17
	Google
	CASP
	388.00
	Not all have been updated.

	11/11/17
	The Lancet
	Child Sexual Abuse
	1,338
	A Limited amount are free.

	12/11/17
	Wiley Online 
	Social Research Terminology 
	73,613
	A Limited amount are free.

	13/11/17
	Elsevier
	Online grooming
	107
	A Limited amount are free.

	27/11/17
	SAGE Journals
	Child sexual abuse in the UK
	16,592
	Not all have been updated, but this site has more free publications than other sites and the journals are easy to download.

	27/11/17
	ScienceDirect
	Child sexual abuse in the UK
	5,372
	A Limited amount are free.

	27/11/17
	Online library,
E-Journals
	Child sexual abuse in the UK
	10,876
	The majority were from other countries.

	27/11/17
	SAGE Journals 
	Child sexual abuse prevalence 
	23,340
	A Limited amount are free.

	28/11/17
	Google scholar
	Child sexual abuse prevalence 
	82,900
	Some of the data is too old to use, but the site has a large range of data and is easy to download.

	28/11/17
	Elsevier 
	Epidemiology of child sexual abuse 
	24
	Few result on this search. It showed more books than journals.

	28/11/17
	SAGE Journals
	Epidemiology of child sexual abuse
	7,324
	Not all have been updated. 

	28/11/17
	Cochrane Library
	Epidemiology of child sexual abuse 
	1,123,878
	Many results but only 9 were related to the search.

	29/11/17
	SAGE Journals
	Sexual abuse groomers online
	14
	The publications were from 2006 to 2018.

	29/11/17
	Google Scholar
	Child sexual abuse groomers online
	1,520
	Mixed data found, Journals, books, PDF, very useful.

	29/11/17
	Google 
	Child Sexual abuse groomers online
	34,600,000
	Mixed data found but some are not reliable data.

	01/12/17
	ProQuest Central
	The Strategies of sex offenders online 
	13,758
	4,900 journals were found but not all have been updated.

	03/12/17
	ProQuest Central 
	Characteristics of Groomers online 
	173
	Only 49 journals found.

	03/12/17
	Wiley Online Library
	Groomers online behaviour 
	69
	Not all the researches are free.

	05/01/18
	ProQuest Central
	UK Government Strategies to prevent child sexual abuse
	15,810
	233 Journals were found in which the majority were about sexual abuse and prevention in general and not regarding specific strategies from the UK Government.

	05/01/18
	Google Scholar
	UK Government Strategies to prevent child sexual abuse
	101,000
	Mixed results found including books and Journals.  Some were very old or had a cost.    Only two journals from this site met the criteria to use for this dissertation. 

	05/01/18
	Google
	UK Government Strategies to prevent child sexual abuse
	488,000
	Mixed data found, excellent reports from the Government.
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