
“In what ways has your work on the production helped to realise the directors intended vision of the piece?”
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From the beginning of the production the director told the production team and the cast that she wanted the show to be set in the time that it was written and to have it easy to follow through story telling. 
            Far From the Madding Crowd was written in the late Victorian era by Thomas Hardy. Thomas Hardy was a poet and an author and wrote many other books such as The Mayor or Casterbridge, Jude the Obscure and Tess of the d’Ubervilles. Many of Thomas Hardy’s books look at characters who struggle against their passions and social circumstance. Far From the Madding Crowd is set in the 1870’s, Wessex in the south west of England. The story follows the story of Bathsheba Everdeen who has inherited her uncles farm and plans to run it by herself, while on the farm she is perused by 3 men; Sergeant Frank Troy who was engaged to be married before he met her,  William Boldwood who runs the neighbouring farm and Gabriel Oak her loyal Shepherd. 
	For this production the role I was given was to be the costume designer. The costume designers role is to research into the era that the piece is set in and to decide what each character should wear and to source and adjust the clothes that are going to be used in the production. I looked into the era and what Victorian people would wear in everyday life, especially Victorian farmers. Since this a period show we looked for clothing that did not look modern or clothing that could be broken down and looked like it could be from the Victorian era. The costumes were broken down with Potassium Permanganate,  The majority of the costumes that were collected for the show were borrowed from various theatres, such as Theatr Na Nog in Neath, The Torch Theatre in Milford Haven and Theatr Genedlaethol which is in Carmarthen. We were able to borrow a lot of these costumes for free, the costume that was the most difficult to find was the soldiers costume for Sergeant Troy and the other soldier. We were able to find a company based in London who were able to hire the costume to us, this costume in particular was the one that they had used in the film version of the story and was specially made for this, so we knew that it was correct for the character. 
	
           The difficult part of working on this production was that it was double cast in a fairly large cast already, which was a little overwhelming. The characters who were doubled up were played by people who were similar sizes so we were able to attach fastenings to account for the different sizes. By researching into the era and dressing the cast in period appropriate costumes we were able to make the cast look as though they were in that time. When the cast are in their costume it changes the way they move and act, that makes it easier to get into character and aids with the story telling of the piece, which is what the director wanted for the piece. 
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