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Introduction



Digital technology has been part of our lives in so many ways and is getting more involved in our day-to-day tasks each day. It has made it possible to communicate with friends and family regardless the distance, getting in our cars and drive to places that we never been and didn't know the way to get there before but, yet go directly with ability to choose the faster access to get the destination. Just during this pandemic, it made it possible to care on working from home when we couldn't go out, and many people could even lose their jobs due to the inability to care on being productive.   We are having faster and remote access to documents and contents that wouldn’t be possible in the same way if we were dealing with paper archives and saving a huge number of trees each year. This are a few positive contribute that digital technology has provided to modern society and of course, there’s also some negative usage and many disadvantages attached to it but is not in the scope of this report doing such examinations.

In this report I will evaluate the experience that students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are having regarding Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle and how they rate its impact and its importance during this pandemy. 

It might seem obvious but to be sure that everyone taking part in this data collection has had some type of experience with the topic I am about to do a study on, I had to open my questionnaire with the following question.


Questionnaire – Primary date collection


Have you ever used Moodle?
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As I mentioned earlier, I wanted to see if everyone taking part on the study have had some type of experience on the topic, this is important because the goal of the study, is not to find out whether students know about Moodle or not but evaluate their experience and which type of feedback they do have after their experience. 

As you can conclude from this response in a universe of 13 students, 100% of them have indeed use Moodle so let’s dive into the second question and find out what their experience are. 



How would you classify your experience?
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With this question, I wanted to find out whether their experience was positive, negative or neither. 92.31% of the students have classified their experience as positive, none of them has classified their experience as negative, and 7.69% have classified as neither positive nor negative.








How do you classify the access?
[image: ]
With this question I wanted to evaluate how easy or how difficult their access was, and 92.31% have classified their access as very easy, 7.69% have found their access neither easy nor difficult and none of them have classified their access as difficult or very difficult.



Which device where you able to access it from?
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With this question I wanted to find out, how they are accessing the Moodle, considering the device, according with chart above, computer or laptop are leading with 61.54%, mobile devices with 30.77% and 7.69% of them using both devices to access. 

[image: ]

With this question, I wanted to evaluate their experience with the usability, and according to the chart, 30.77% found its usability very easy, 61.54% found it to be easy, 7.69% found it to be neither easy nor difficult, and none of them have found it to be difficult or very difficult. 




How do you classify its impact in the learning environment?
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With this question, I wanted to evaluate the impact they have consider that the Moodle have in virtual learning environment and according to the above chart, 46.15% considered it to have very positive impact, other 46.15% considered it to have a positive impact, 7.69% found it to be neutral, and none of them found it to have a negative or a very negative impact in the virtual learning environment.




Would you recommend Moodle to anyone?
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Questioning whether based on their experience, they would recommend or not the Moodle, according to the above chart, 84.62% of them would Definitely recommend Moodle, 15.38% probably would recommend, and none of them wouldn’t recommend or Definitely wouldn’t recommend Moodle.  




Which learning environment would you prefer – Virtual, traditional or Both?
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With this question I wanted to see which preference they do have when comparing with the traditional method of learning, or a mixology of both and according with the above chart, 53.85% of them would prefer virtual learning environment, 30.77% of them would prefer Traditional method of learning, and 15.38% of them would prefer a mixology of both. 




Do you think virtual tools such as Moodle added a good value to the learning environment?
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With this question, I wanted to get their feedback on their view about Virtual tools such as Moodle has added good value to the learning environment or not, and according with above chart, 38.46 strongly agree it has added a good value to the learning environment, 53.85% also agree, 7.69% doesn’t agree nor disagree and none of them have completely disagree or strongly disagree.



How do you value the impact of the virtual learning environment to this pandemy?
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With this question I wanted to make a relation of the importance of the virtual learning environment with the current situation that we all live and 46.15% of them has found it has been extremely valuable, other 46.15% have found it to be very valuable, 7.69% has found it to be not so valuable and none of them has found it to be somewhat valuable or not valuable at all.


Secondary data collection

In this section, I will analyse what the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle according with published literature. 

Before we dig in on what are the findings surrounding Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle, lets first define VLE according with published literature.

So, what is Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle?

According to Mosquera (2017) is a virtual space where students and teacher can use to share resources and activities, interacting with one another.


According to Trakia University (2005) the word MOODLE, is an acronym for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment, and is a Course management system designed to help educators easily create quality online courses. Such e-learning systems are sometimes also called Learning Management Systems (LMS) or Virtual Learning Environments (VLE). 

Studies

According to ScienceDirect(2019), a  randomized control trial was conducted with students randomly attending one of two teaching sessions about radiation therapy and both sessions were identical except a VLE was used in the second talk with the first being solely didactic. In a universe of 40 students, Virtual learning seemed to significantly improve students' satisfaction/engagement and recall. The student group taught using the VLE had higher mean scores for retention than the didactic group; however, this was not statistically significant.


Several studies was conducted by University of Granada in Spain according to Martin et al (2020) to evaluate the Impact on Virtual Learning Environment Due to COVID -19,  results shown establish that teachers’ perceptions of Information and Communication Technology are positive, since they consider them to be tools that favour active, motivational and interactive learning, and they manage to respect the students’ individual rhythms. 








My Findings

After analysing my primary data collection, the results shown that Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle, has caused a positive impact, with more than 65% of inquired rating satisfactory or higher in the virtual learning environment, and has been a great support during the current situation that we live, which has been also backed up by studies conducted before the pandemy and post pandemic according to my secondary data collection, where virtual learning environment has always been a great tool either at campus or remotely.
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